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REPORT ON GOVERNMENT PRISONS. 



TO HIS EXCELLENCY ARCHIBALD WILLIAM, EARL OP 
EGLINTON AND WINTON, 



Lord Lieutenant-General and General Governor of belaud. 



Mr Lord, 



Government Prisons' Office, Dublin Castle, 
June 2S, i853. 



I have the honour to submit, for your Excellency’s 
consideration, my Report on the Government Prisons in 
Ireland for the past year. 

It is not now necessary that I should enter into 
any lengthened statement of the condition and circum- 
stances of this branch of the public service ; and for the 
details of its general management, I would beg humbly 
to refer your Excellency to my annexed Reports on the 
respective Prisons. 



Accommodation . — During the past year increased ac- 
commodation has been provided in Spike Island, and 
other Convict Prisons, making in all, on the 1st January, 
1852, an estimated provision for 4,086 male and female 
prisoners. This amount, however, will not be available 
beyond a short period, as circumstances have rendered it 
necessary to abolish the Richmond and Cork (County) 
Depots ; so that the actual amount of accommodation 
for the year 1852, at present available, is only for 
4,436 ; and to obtain even this, the severest pressure has 



Report. 



Accommodation 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




10 



Annual Report of the Inspector 

been put on all the capabilities of the permanent and 
temporary Depots. 

From the subjoined tabular return, it will be seen that 
the number of prisoners in all the Convict Prisons 
is excessive, and far exceeds the amount for which 
suitable provision lias been made. In Spike Island, 
Ennis, and, indeed, in the majority of the Depots, large 
deductions should he made on that account ; and it is 
important to note the difference between the estimated 
and the suitable accommodation,— the former represent- 
ing the utmost possible extent to which, under a pres- 
sure, provision could be made, — the latter the number 
of Convicts for whom accommodation could be provided, 
with a due and reasonable regard to discipline, and their 
moral and sanitary condition. 



Tablk showing the estimated and suitable accommodation of 
the Government Prisons in Ireland at this date. 





Estimated 
Accommodation . 


Suitable _ 
Accommodation. 


Decrease. 


j Mountjoy, . 


530 


500 


30 


! Smith field, . 


320 


280 


40 


! Newgate, 


300 


280 


20 


Grangegorman, 


300 


ISO 


ISO 


Spike island, 


2,380 


1,800 


580 


I Fort Camden, 


132 


100 


32 


| Fort Carlisle, 


184 


84 


100 


Ennis, .... 


300 


150 


150 


Maryborough, 


110 


90 


20 


Total, 


4,506 


3,434 


1,122 



This unfavourable state of things is, however, the 
result of the pressure on the County Gaols in 1849 and 
subsequent years (which forced Her xVIajesty’s Govern- 
ment to relieve the counties at the expense of the dis- 
cipline and well-being of the Depots,) aggravated by the 
impossibility of obtaining in Ireland premises of suffi- 
cient capacity for the detention of Convicts, and the cha- 
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of Government Prisons in Ireland. 1 1 

racter of the majority of the Irish Depots will he appre- 
ciated, when it is understood, that with the exception of 
Mountjoy and Spike Island, the Government Prisons 
consist of buildings long since rejected by the Gao! au- 
thorities as utterly unsuitable for carrying out any pro- 
per system of Prison morals, hut subsequently adopted 
by the Government for temporary purposes of Convict 
detention. 

So long as the extraordinary pressure above adverted 
to continued, or any expectation remained of its sudden 
diminution, the desire to avoid- a permanent outlay of 
public money, for objects which might possibly be only 
temporary, formed a sufficient reason for continuing, or 
even extending, such unsatisfactory expedients ; but, 
under existing circumstances and prospects, as the system 
of Convict discipline sanctioned in England lias been, 
for some years, adopted in Ireland, your Excellency may 
deem it desirable also, to extend to this country the 
physical opportunities existing there tor its development, 
without which it is obvious that the best efforts of the 
Prison authorities in Ireland must be unavailing. 

The number of prisoners sentenced to transportation 
for the past year, amounted to 1,992, being an increase 
on the Returns of the previous year, of 134. 

Number of prisoners sentenced to transportation in 
the last quinquennial period : — 

Tear, . . 1847, 1848, 1849, 1850, 1851, 

Humber Sentenced, 2,202. 2,733. 3,073. 1,858. 1,992. 

In looking at the future results of the Irish Sessions 
and Assizes, notwithstanding the unfavourable appear- 
ances presented by the above Table, it does not appear 
to me that the averages of the Transportation Returns 
will hereafter exceed 1,200 per annum; and in this 
opinion I am supported by persons fully competent to 
form a sound judgment on the subject. 

Disposal of Convicts . — During the past year 10S2 con- 
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victs have been transported to the Colonies, and for the 
details I would refer your Excellency to my Report on 
Transportation annexed. 

Expenditure . — The cost of the Convict Prisons for last 
year amounted to £50,900 Is. 5 d., being at the rate 
of £10 17s. 2| d. per head. Thus : — 





Total Cost. 




Per Head. 


Mountjoy, 


. . £7,659 3 


S 


£14 


9 


0 


Smitkfield, 


4,040 4 


0 


12 


12 


6 


Richmond, 


3,378 15 


0 


12 


19 


11 


Newgate, 


2,981 5 


0 


10 


12 


11 


Graugegorman 


1,714 16 


S 


6 


17 


2 


Spike Island, 


. 25,023 18 


1 


10 


10 


3 


Fort Camden, 


1,672 12 


0 


12 


13 


5 


Fort Carlisle, 


. . 1,223 2 


0 


14 


11 


3 


Ennis, 


,137 10 


0 


7 


3 


6 


Cork, 


1,068 15 


0 


7 


2 


6 




Total, . £50,900 1 


5 


£10 


17 


2f 



Manufactures and Employment. — A great improvement 
and extension has taken place in the Manufacturing 
Departments of the Government Prisons. Serious objec- 
tions have, however, been found to exist to the present 
system of each Prison carrying on Manufacturing labour 
on its own account ; and I propose, as soon as circum- 
stances will admit, to effect a consolidation, so that the 
whole of the Manufacturing labour shall be under the 
direct management of one person, the Superintendent of 
Trades, who shall purchase and make sales for all the 
Prisons, subject to the control of this office. 

This step will, however, involve increased storage, and 
in the absence of any suitable building in the City, ad- 
ditional Stores must be erected at Mountjoy, a measure 
in many respects objectionable, as calculated seriously 
to interfere with the discipline of that Establishment. 

While no difficulty will be found in providing em- 
ployment for a portion of the prisoners confined in 
Mountjoy and other Prisons, there is a large section of 
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the Convicts in Ireland quite unsuited for any trade 
or handicraft. The disposal of this class is a matter of 
serious moment ; and I would again beg to bring before 
your Excellency the necessity of establishing an Agri- 
cultural Depot, either on the mainland or on some 
island. 

This is a measure which cannot be too speedily taken 
into consideration, and its expediency is enforced by the 
fact, that at least 40 per cent, of the convicts, are unfit 
for hard labour on Public Works, or for any employment 
in Manufacture. These prisoners could, however, with 
much advantage to themselves and the public, be occu- 
pied in Agricultural employment, which, by the variety 
of its operation, can be adjusted suitably to their physical 
strength or capacity. 

Public Works in Spike Island . — These works are 
under the control of the Engineer Department, and are 
not, I regret to say, carried on as effectively as the 
Commanding Royal Engineer could desire. 

This, however, is in some degree the result of physi- 
cal default, for of the class of prisoners detained there, 
the majority are wholly unfit for any thing approaching 
to hard labour ; besides the evils resulting from the 
presence, in Spike Island, of upwards of 800 invalid, or 
impotent convicts, the entire absence of any power, on 
the part of the officers, to enforce any severe or deter- 
rent system of labour serves to neutralize all their 
efforts ; and until some change is effected in the class of 
prisoners sent there, and additional powers confided in 
the prison authorities by the legislature, tlie labour of 
the prisoners must be desultory and ineffective. 

I have again to acknowledge the advantages resulting 
to this department from the superintendence of Colonel 
Oldfield, the Commanding Royal Engineer, and the 
Officers resident on the Island, and to express my anxious 
desire to give full effect to any regulation which may be 
calculated to increase the amount, or improve the cha- 
racter of convict labour. 
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In conclusion I would beg to draw your Excellency’s 
notice to the importance of placing the Convict Estab- 
lishment under the sanction of an Act of Parliament, 
without which it will be impossible to carry on the service 
effectively. 

I have the honour to be 
My Lord, 

Your Excellency’s very humble servant, 

H. Hitciiins, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 



REPORT ON TRANSPORTATION PROM IRELAND, 
DURING THE YEAR 1851, 



REFEREED TO I If FOREGOING. 

Return of Transports engaged for tlie Conveyance of Male 
and female Convicts from Ireland to Van Diemen’s Land, or 
other Colonies, during the Year 1851. 



Transport. 



Blackfriar 
Bride 
Blenheim 
Rodney . 

John Wm. Dare 

Total 



Embarked. 


Males. 


Females 




260 


200 




310 




140 


172 


650 


432 



Date of Sailing. 


Whence. 


To. 


23 d January 


Kingstown 


Hobart Town. 


17 th May 


Do. 


Bermuda. 


29tll July 


Queenstown 


Van D. Laud. 


23d Sept. 


Do. 


Gibraltar. 


28th Dec. 


Kingstown 


Hobart Town. 



. ^ HLIUOU JUULU 

with 260 female convicts, was under the charge of Surgeon 
John Moody, an officer of experience. The convicts were 
under the more immediate superintendence of Miss M'CuUagh, 
and Miss White, who were appointed matrons. 

Transport Bride — The convicts embarked in this vessel 
had been convicted of the highest offences, or were prisoners, 
of whose reformation in this country no reasonable grounds 
existed. They will be employed in bard labour gangs at 
Bermuda. 
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Transport — Blenheim . — 310 male convicts were embarked 
in this ship, for Van Diemen’s Land, to be employed under the 
gang system in that colony. They were selected from the 
prisoners under sentence of 10 and 14 years, or under the 
mitigated period of 7 years; in the latter case the majority were 
old offenders. Considerable difficulty was experienced in the 
selection, as from their destination, it was of importance that 
all should be fit for hard labour. The debased physical con- 
dition of the convict class in this country has been frequently 
brought under the notice of the Government. 

The Rev. C. P. Woods, P.P., as religious and moral instruc- 
tor, accompanied the convicts, who were almost wholly Roman 
Catholics. An assistant, Mr. Cox, under the sanction of the 
Archbishop of Dublin, officiated for the few Protestant prisoners 
on board. The report of the Rev. Mr. Woods, as to the con- 
duct of the prisoners, is annexed : — 

Extract Rom Report received from the Rev. C. P. Wood, 

Religious and Moral Instructor to the Male Convict Ship 

‘•'Blenheim.” 

<f Hobart Town, December IS, 1S51. 

“ The conduct of the prisoners, with very few exceptions, has been 
very good- They have in all matters been very obedient to me, and 
I will also say, to the Surgeon Superintendent. The punishment 
inflicted on board has been very moderate, and that for offences of a 
trifling nature; in fact, their conduct has been that of persons who felt 
for their own welfare, and who were anxious to avoid the calamity 
which they would entail on themselves by bad conduct on board. The 
distribution of my time, and my various duties on board, have been as 
follow: — Morning prayer at 6-g- a.m. every day, school from 9i a.m. to 
12 (from 12 to 1 o’clock the prisoners were at dinner), from 1 o’clock 
p.m. to 3 p.m. school again, and immediately after G o’clock p.m. night 
prayer and lecture; divine service and sermon every Sunday at 11 
o’clock a.m. ; catechism and evening service again at o p.m. The pri- 
soners have been very attentive to school, and manifested a great 
anxiety to improve themselves in reading and writing — many have 
made a considerable improvement, considering the circumstances in 
which they were placed. The improvement of those was particularly 
remarkable, who, previous to their embarkation, were not altogether 
ignorant of the first elements of learning ; the progress of the others, 
who did not know either to spell or read, was not so remarkable, and 
this was chiefly caused by the great want of elementary books ; for 
although the supply of religious books was nearly adequate to the 
number of prisoners, yet the want of elementary books was very much 
felt, and I was obliged, in consequence, to have recourse to various 
means to instruct those altogether illiterate, to spell and read ; and 
as we had no books on arithmetic, I was to have recourse to other 
means to supply the deficiency; also by giving sums on the slates, which, 
perhaps, attained the end equally as well, but yet attended with more 
trouble. Our supply of writing materials was also very limited, and 
did not last much longer than" the one-half of the voyage. For the 
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better arrangement of the school, I had the men divided into classes 
and selected two of the best educated among- them, who acted as moni- 
tors over the others. A particular portion of every day was devoted 
to the explanation of the Christian doctrine, and of the history of the 
Old and New Testament. Saturday evenings were particularly devoted 
to religious instruction, and in exhorting the meu to their amendment 
in after life. 

“ The children of the guard attended school every day, and made a 
very decided improvement. During the voyage all have been in good 
health and spirits ; there were two deaths among the prisoners, and four 
of the children of the guard. Since the arrival of our ship in Van 
Diemen’s Land, the prisoners have been kept in a separate prison, and 
I am happy to state, are still conducting themselves well. The greatest 
harmony prevailed among the officers onboard — no disputes," no dis- 
sension, but everything, in fine, to render our voyage agreeable. 

(Signed) “ Chas. P. Wood, 

" Religious and Moral Instructor to Skip “ Blenheim:’ 

“ IT. M. Hit chins, JEsq ., 

Inspector of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle .” 

Twelve Convicts, who were entitled to tickets of leave, were 
forwarded to the colony under special authority, in this 
transport. A separate part of the ship was assigned to them, 
and they were directed to be kept perfectly distinct, if possible, 
from the other prisoners. In reference to this class, Mr. Woods, 
in a postscript, observes : — 

It is highly gratifying to me to be able to state, that the conduct of 
the men with tickets of leave lias been most exemplary, and confers 
high honour on the establishment wherein they have been trained. 
There was not, throughout the voyage, the least dereliction of duty 
observed amongst them. Owing to the crowded state of the ship, the 
possibility of keeping them distinct was found impracticable; yet they 
have not suffered by being intermixed, nor have they been in the least 
degree contaminated. They are, long since, all hired out, and I hope 
will do well. "Would that all prisoners had an opportunity of such a 
training. J 

Transport — Rodney. — This vessel was chartered for the con- 
veyance of English convicts, and advantage was taken of 140 
vacancies to forward a corresponding number of Irish prisoners 
to Gibi altar, for hard labour upon public works. 

# Transport— John William Bare.— This vessel sailed from 
Kingstown Harbour on the 28th December, with 172 female 
convicts, accompanied by Mrs. Head, as matron. 

During the past year it has been found necessary to limit the 
indulgence hitherto granted to the female convicts, of being ac- 
companied by their children to the colony. To such an extent 
had this privilege fallen into abuse, that the conviction of the 
mother was often a matter of calculation as a means of insuring 
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to the children and the parent a cheap and expeditious mode ofTiusspoim- 
emigration, with suitable support for at least half the family in T10:l 
the interval. Ry an arrangement, sanctioned during the past Transmission of 
year by the Lord Lieutenant, the children whose age exceeded Seatofte' 1 " 
two years were not permitted to accompany their parents from col ‘" ly ' ' 
the county gaols ; so that the evils which have hitherto been 
experienced in Grangegorman from this fruitful source of dis- 
turbance have been obviated. 

In fact, so long as a female can proceed to the colony sur- 
rounded with her family, under circumstances, as regards diet 
and accommodation on shipboard, infinitely superior to those 
purchased by the ordinary class of emigrants, it is impossible 
to hope for any result but a vast increase in this class of pri- 
soners, and such has been the case. O 11 referring to the 
Criminal Returns, it will be seen that the number of female 
prisoners has been on the increase, and, while many causes have 
been in operation to produce this, it must undoubtedly in some, 
and perhaps a great degree, he attributed to this laxity, and to 
the fact that the intermediate detention in Grangegorman 
Depot has not been able to counterbalance the subsequent ad- 
vantages arising from a free passage, &c. 

H. Hitchins, 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 

Government Prisons’ Office, 

April 10, 1852. 
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13 Annual Report of the Inspector 



SPIKE ISLAND GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



Buildings .— During the past year the buildings referred to 
iu my last report, as being in progress, hare been completed. 

A house of corrugated iron has also been erected, capable 
of accommodating ISO convicts, at a cost of £650, increasing 
the capabilities of this depot to 2,300, assuming the numbers 
detained here before the additions, to represent the actual 
suitable accommodation. A tank and reservoir for -water are 
in progress — a work of pressing importance. Apartments have 
been provided on the Island for the Roman Catholic Chaplains, 
and eight punishment cells have also been completed. The 
buildings generally, with the following exceptions, are in good 
repair. 

The premises set apart for the performance of divine worship 
are extremely ill adapted for the purpose, being small, built 
of wood, and otherwise unsuitable ; and though an additional 
place of worship has been recently erected, it is of too limited 
dimensions for the use of the Roman Catholics, and is available 
only as a school-room, or for Protestant worship. The premises 
allotted to the medical officer being inconveniently small, I hare 
to recommend that a suitable house he built on the Island for 
that gentleman, at an estimated expense of £600. The ven- 
tilation of many of the large rooms is very defective, and might 
he improved at hut trifling cost — in other respects it is sufficient. 

Conduct of Officers . — The conduct of many of the subordinate 
officers has, I regret to state, been such as to call for their 
dismissal. From the peculiar circumstances of the Island, it is 
impossible to maintain too high a state of discipline amongst 
the staff, and no consideration should be allowed to interfere 
with this necessary measure, or could justify a departure from it. 
The establishment of a mess for all the officers, and a resi- 
dence within the fort, appear essential to the accomplishment 
of this object. The absence of the majority of the officers at 
night, on the mainland, though at present a necessity, renders 
them perfectly unavailable for a sudden emergency, while it 
seriously affects the general discipline of the prison. 
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The expenditure for the past year has amounted to Spike Isumd 
£20,632 4s. <M , or about £9 13s. per head. Ho deduction 0O p“' 

from the gross sum. is made on account of prison labour ap- 

propriated to public works on the Island ; but the Governor E^kitoe. 
has set down the convict labour at the estimated annual value 
of £10,521 10s. 6d. 

In relation to the expenditure of this prison, too much can- 
not be said in approval of the Governor’s careful and judicious 
management of the public funds ; and it is solely due to his 
economical administration that the establishment is one of the 
cheapest prisons in Ireland. 

Religious and Moral Training .— The reports of the chap- System of tain- 
lains will be found annexed, affording full information as to the “ ,l 

condition of the prisoners in this respect. The propriety of 
appointing a special Protestant Chaplain for the Island, has 
been adverted to, and approved of, by the Eev. Mr. Woodroffe. 

I beg to recommend the proposal for favourable consideration, 
oil the grounds set forth in my Report of last year. The school School, 
is conducted after a satisfactory manner, but the time allotted 
is limited, and instruction chiefly afforded to juveniles. 

Industrial Training . — This branch of prison arrangement Trades dcpari- 
is here merely for the repair and making-up of clothing required raeilt - 
for the use of prisoners. The sheds appropriated as workshops 
are small and ill-contrived, and wholly unsuited to the purposes 
for which they have been erected ; while the demands of the 
public works carried out on the Island, necessarily preclude anv 
extension of reproductive manufactures. 

Health of the Prisoners . — The sanitary condition may be Health of tlo 
considered, relatively, as good, during the past year. I have to cotlvic£a - 
record the death of Dr. Calvert, the medical officer. He has 
been succeeded by Dr. Corr, a gentleman of the very highest 
professional character, and from whose exertions the most 
satisfactory expectations may be formed. 

The hospital returns must not he considered as representing Hojpital. 
the average number of sick amongst the convicts sent to 
Spike Island under ordinary circumstances; but this prison 
has, for yeara, been made a place of last resource to the 
invalid convict, or an asylum to the incurable ; at least 20 
per cent, of the prisoners are chronic patients of one kind or 
another, hence, the duties devolving on the medical officer 
may in some degree be understood. The books of the hospital 
are very regularly kept, and the expenditure is characterized 
by great economy. I cannot, however, hut express an opinion, 

B 2 
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Report. 



Public Works. 



50 per cent, 
only available. 



Necessity for 
Act of Parlia- 
ment. 



that tlie hospital arrangements are capable of much improve- 
ment, and that a greater degree of comfort to the prisoners 
miriit be had, and the general condition of the patients im- 
proved, at almost the same cost : the present system is under 
the consideration of Dr. Core, and will receive at his hands every 
improvement ol which it is capable. 

Public Works . — These consist of repairs of bastions and 
fortifications, levelling glacis, making good roads, &c., and the 
convicts’ labour is under the entire control of the Engineer 
department. Serious complaints are made, however, of the 
limited number of prisoners appropriated to these works, and 
the ineffectiveness of their labour. Under existing circum- 
stances I am unable to devise any plan which will rectify these 
matters, for only about 45 to 50 per cent, of the convicts are 
properly available for public works : a state of things necessa- 
rily resulting from the appropriation of Spike Island as a general 
depot for the convict service in Ireland, instead of to the exclu- 
sive object of public works ; while the almost entire absence 
of hospital accommodation in the other Government prisons, 
has rendered this rather an hospital for convicts, than, as it 
ought, and is supposed to he, a prison for hard labour. 

Upwards of 600 prisoners are either in hospital or convales- 
cent wards, chronic patients, aged, or infirm. How greatly this 
tends to affect the discipline and general results of the prison 
is very evident ; the physical debasement of the Irish convicts, 
arising from the late famine, still continues ; and they are 
absolutely disqualified (howsoever well-disposed) from perform- 
ing a good day’s work. The almost total absence of mecha- 
nical skill and lack of industry in the lower classes of this 
country must also he taken into account ; and when to this is 
added the fact, that the prison authorities cannot legally inflict 
any punishment except a few hours’ detention in a dark cell, 
for refusing to work, or other refractory conduct, it will be 
seen that the obstacles to carrying on any system which might 
he deemed either deterrent or effective here, is wholly out of 
the question. I have so frequently urged this matter on the 
notice of the Government, and demonstrated the absolute ne- 
cessity of- placing the convict establishment under the provisions 
of an Act of Parliament, that it is not necessary for me now to 
do so. » 

Apart from considerations of public economy, it is most 
desirable that there should be in Ireland at least one prison in 
which the sturdy felon might be placed in circumstances some- 
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what corresponding to his character and offence. The other Go- spike Island 
vernment prisons, situated in the midst of the city, cannot he G °SSx! NT 
thus appropriated, and the separate system of Mountjoy is only E " — 
available for a limited period, and for a fraction of the Irish 
convicts, while Spike Island alone is the depot in which such 
measures coulcl be adopted : but, crowded with hospital 
patients, and without the ordinary means of enforcing disci- 
pline, or punishing the refractory, the prison officers can only 
lament a state of things which they admit, but cannot obviate. 

Grevious assaults have been made by the convicts on prison 
officers, in the hopes of being returned for trial to a county gaol, 
or sent to the colonies, and in some cases attended with serious 
results ; but for which no punishment exists but short confine- 
ment in a dark cell, a change deemed by some prisoners very 
desirable, releasing them for a time from distasteful or laborious 
employment. 

General Observations — The condition of this depot calls for 
the creation of some increased powers to the prison officers, to 
enable them to maintain any deterrent system of discipline, or 
an efficient course of labour. Originally it was intended that 
tho labour on public works on the Island should he appropriated 
to convicts removed from separate confinement, thus forming 
the second or probationary stage of convict discipline; but 
there being only one Government prison in Ireland on the sepa- 
rate system, limited to 500 convicts, and accommodation existing 
here for 2,300 prisoners, a departure from this arrangement was 
inevitable. For the measures taken by the prison authorities to 
secure effectual separation for those transmitted here from 
Mountjoy, I beg to refer His Excellency to my Report on that 
prison; hut the difficulties affecting the labour question can 
only he obviated by limiting the class of convicts here to 
healthy persons, and removing tho infirm and invalid prisoners 
to some depot specially appropriated to that purpose. 

Government Prisons’ Office , 

Dublin Castle, May, 1852. 
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Camden- and FORTS CAMDEN AND CARLISLE, 

Carlisle 

Forts. 



Ittport. These Forts are so deficient in ordinary accommodation, that 

JSSStaf. even their temporary occupation by convicts can only be justi- 
fied by the advantages derived from the appropriation of the 
convict labour to public purposes. 

It being expedient that the defences of Cork Harbour 
should be put in order, and there being no Parliamentary vote 
for such service, the evils inseparable from the detention of 
convicts under such unfavourable conditions, were not, in the 
opinion of the Government, to be compared with the advantages 
to the public from their free labour. But while I express my 
full conourrence in this opinion, it should be distinctly un- 
derstood, that it is physically impossible to carry out in these 
Forts, to any extent, the improved system of prison morals. 
That the number located here, and required for the works, are 
far beyond the amount which could be suitably detained here, 
assuming even the existence of more favourable circumstances; 
and that the whole course of prison arrangement adopted is 
necessarily defective and unsatisfactory. 

Supervision. Removed at a distance from Spike Island, and the superin- 
tendence of the superior officers of the establishment, the con- 
victs are under the control of chief class warders only; and I 
have frequently to complain of abuses of authority, and breaches 
of discipline consequent on such a state of things. 

Recently the attention of the Local Inspector of Spike Island 
has been drawn to the importance of seeming, if possible, a 
more satisfactory management; and I feel assured that, by his 
personal attendance, and almost daily inspection, many of these 
glaring evils will for the future he obviated. 

Fort Camden. Fort Camden contains 5 small rooms, leading out of each 
other. 132 prisoners are detained here. 

Fort Carlisle. Fort Carlisle consists of 2 rooms, fitted up to receive 84 con- 
victs. In the former it does not appear possible to increase the 
accommodation; in the latter, however, it has been suggested 

Additional pre- that the premises termed the “ French Prison” might he con- 

mises. x , 

verted into rooms, and used as dormitories or as workshops. 

Such a measure is very desirable, or, indeed, any change 
which will afford these prisoners a reasonable amount of com- 
fort. 
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Tlie facilities for escape are very great: 4 prisoners have Cahden and 
already availed themselves of the opportunities daily presented °fS. e 
to them — of these two have been recaptured. 

The price oi provisions at these Forts is, from their isolation, Facilities fores- 
much higher than at Spike Island. So far as possible, all the “ 0 F ' t ' oC Milu 
supplies are derived from that quarter; hut in whiter these tenance. 

Forts are frequently unapproachable by water. 

The Rev. Mr. Shortt and the Rev. Mr. Ryan officiate as tVant of school- 
chaplains. It is most desirable that there should be a school- mMter ‘ 
master appointed: his services, as a prison officer, however, 
could only be available by day, as quarters could not he pro- 
vided for him in the Forts. 

If the importance of the works being carried on here will Parliamentary 
justify a Parliamentary vote, I would urge on the Government Ca£omm“” 
the absolute necessity of appropriating a portion of it to the pur- 
pose of providing some reasonable accommodation for the officers 
and prisoners, a measure of duty on the part of the public, and 
of right on the part of the officers and convicts; for, if removed 
from Spike Island and other Government prisons to these Forts 
on public grounds, they may not unreasonably claim to be pro- 
vided with the ordinary advantages of the prison from which 
they have been transferred. 

The works carried on have been well and satisfactorily Employment, 
performed; but the effectiveness of the labour might be much 
increased — a measm-e which depends on the circumstance of 
the prison authorities being legally entitled to enforce it. 



Government Prisons’ Office, 

Dublin Castle, May, 1852. 
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GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

February 20, 1852. 



Sir, — I have tlie ton our to present my Report for tlie past year on 
the general affairs of this prison, with its auxiliaries, Forts Camden and 
Carlisle. 

The subjoined comparative statement, continued from my previous 
Reports, shows how vastly the whole establishment has been increased 
year by year, since its original design and formation. 





1848 


184.0 


1850 


1851 


Greatest 3STo. Confined, 


823 


1,465 


2,087 


2,417 


Least No. . 


545 


816 


1,438 


1,865 


Daily average No. 


729 


1,192 


1,709 


2,138 


„ of Officers, 


45 


62 


104 


133 


Yearly expense, . 


£10,339 


£12,748 


£16,670 


£21,393 



Prisoners from 
Mountjoy. 



Destruction of 
Stores, &c., by 
Fire. 



During the year, one prison was vacated, and given up to the mili- 
tary garrison, depriving me of accommodation for 100, and dis- 
arranging a classification of prisoners. 

The new prison, G, has been finished, and occupied by 400 • it is a 
well-arranged building; and, when its adjuncts of chapel, yards, and 
sewers, now in progress, are completed, will be found quite suitable 
and satisfactory. 

I have found this prison particularly useful for lodging the prisoners 
from Mountjoy prison, of whom 253 were received, and according to 
your instructions, have been enabled to keep them apart from°tbe 
general mass. They occupy one side of the square, have their own 
hospital, and their own work; and, I sincerely hope, the good impres- 
sions made by the peculiar system of Mountjoy prison will be durable. 
In such a variety, however, of dispositions and characters, some lapses 
are to he expected, which shall be duly reported to you. 

The fire which broke out on the evening of the 24th December in 
the drying-house caused great embarrassment for a time ; five houses 
in the range F, comprising six hospital wards, general store, and 
turnkeys’ quarters, were destroyed, with clothing, bedding, furniture 
store-books and accounts. This misfortune occurring in tlie depth of 
winter was the cause of trouble and derangement, periiaps unexampled 
in such an establishment. 



The origin of the fire having been formally investigated, and the 
Report placed in your hands, it is unnecessary for me to recur to it, 
further than to state my belief, that it was entirely accidental, and not 
caused by any design or neglect. I beg, however, to state, that the 
disaster elicited the best feelings on the part of the staff, manv 
of the officers sustained losses, and suffered privations in consequence, 
and they had to make extraordinary exertions for some time after- 
wards, all of which were borne without murmur or complaint. 

It is hut just also to the convicts to assure you that they evinced 
excellent temper, reasonable and considerate dispositions, under many 
privations aud inconveniences, and there was no attempt to take 
advantage of the general derangement and embarrassment. 

Death of Medi- Another serious embarrassment was the long illness and death of the 
cal Superinten- medical officer, Dr. Calvert. I am deprived of the usual Report on his 
department. He liad an excellent substitute, however, in Dr. Bradford; 
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and I have the fullest confidence that the sick were perfectly eared for 
and attended to. The mortality has greatly increased, hut it has been 
chiefly amongst those lately received, who were sent here in ill health. 

The full possession of the Island, as anticipated in my last Report, 
with the exclusion, by the Lord Lieutenant’s proclamation, of strangers 
not on business, has rendered the Island what it ought to be, or as 
much as all circumstances will permit it to be, a proper depot for con- 
finement and for work. The cultivable land is fully worked, and 
affords a species of labour of the best description, healthful and recre- 
ative to the convicts, young and old, and profitable to the prison. 

Your frequent visits to the Island, the interest you take, and your 
thorough knowledge of every thing connected with the establishment, 
renders it, I conceive, unnecessary to advert farther to the usual and 
ordinary affairs of the prison. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

Richard Grace, Governor. 

The Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 



1st January, 1851, Number of Convicts in custody, . 2,079 
Received, . . . . . . . 1,251 

Total, . . 3,330 

Removed to Mountjoy and other Government 

Prisons in Dublin, . . . .318 

Transported, per ship “Bride,” . .. 86 

,, >, “Blenheim,” . . 230 

» >» “Rodney,” . .116 



Removed to County Gaols, commuted sen- 
tences, . . . .180 

Removed to Criminal Lunatic Asylum, 1 

Discharged by order of the Lord Lieutenant, 20 
Died, , . . . .122 

December 31, remain in custody:— 

Spike Island (Fort Westmoreland), 2,041 
Fort Camden, . . . ]32 

Fort Carlisle, ... 84 

Total in Custody, . . . 

Total, . . . - 



Located as follows : — 



A Prison, 22 rooms, 


736 


B ,, 7 „ 

C Timber Prison, 8 classes, 


224 

356 


D Iron Prison, in course of erection, 


. _ 


E South Magazine, 

F Hospital, .... 


92 

168 


G 16 rooms, .... 

Solitary Cells (10), 


. 460 

- 5 


Spike Island, .... 


. 2,041 


Fort Camden, .... 


132 


Fort Carlisle, . * 


84 



Highest Number confined in 1851 
Lowest Number, . . 

Daily average numlier, ^ 

Total Daily average, 



2,257 

. 2,417 
. 1,865 
1,962* 

1761 - 

2,138$ 



Spiice Island 
Government 
Prison. 

Governor's 

Report. 



Statistics. 
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Statistics. 



Ages 



of Prisoners : 



Under 16 years, 
To 25 years, 

„ 35 „ 

99 45 ,, 

» 55 „ 

Over 55, 



Total in Custody, 



Sentences : 

Transportation for 7 years, 



10 „ 

14 

Other periods, 
Life, . 



27 

. 1,152 

. . 543 

302 
158 
75 

■ 2,257 



. 1,269 

848 
. 33 

94 
13 



Time elapsed since Conviction: 



6 Years, . ... 2 

5 ,, . . . . • 58 

4 ,, . . . . .252 

3 „ . • . . . .763 

2 ,, and under, . . . . 1,182 

Number unfit for Transportation, being too young, too 
old, of sickly habit, and other bodily and mental 



infirmities, .... 




700 


Prison Punishments 






Solitary Cell, bread and water, . 
Average duration of same, 65 hours. 
Put in irons, .... 




575 




30 


Many stoppages of Diet for light offences. 

Offences Punished as above: 




Injury to Prison Clothing and general property, 107 




Refusing to work, inciting others, &c., . 


65 




Quarrelling and Striking, . . . 


. • 147 




Insolence to Prison Officers, 


117 




Assaults on same, 


11 




Theft, 


34 




Disorderly Conduct, 


52 




Disobedience, .... 


17 




Attempting to Escape, 


1 




Other Offences, . 


. 24 






— 


575 


Employment of Convicts. 






Day’s Work. Daily Ave 


Tailors, ..... 
Shoemakers, .... 


10,546 


35-03 


11,510 


38-24 


Carpenters and Sawyers, 


5,437 


18-06 


Coopers, ..... 


936 


3-11 


Masons and Stone Cutters, 


7,097 


23-58 


Painting and Glazing, 


1,327 


4-41 


Matmaking, .... 


2,413 


8-02 


Weaving and Winding, . 


2,425 


8-06 


Blacksmiths, .... 


2,390 


7-94 


Tinsmiths, .... 


930 


3-09 


Nailors, ..... 


1,749 


5-81 


Hope-makers, .... 


1,624 


5-40 


Knitting, ..... 


16,044 


53-30 


Picking Coir and Oakum, 


46,365 


154-04 


Upholstering Beds, 


5,900 


20-00 


Laundry, „ ' 


7,639 


25-38 


Baking, . . ’ . . 


3,261 


10-83 
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Cooking, .... 


Day’s Work. Daily Average. 


Spike Island 


. 2,524 


6-91 


Government. 


Pumping and Carrying Water, . 


24,413 


81-11 


Prison. 


Sweeping, Cleaning, Messing, . 


45,332 


124-10 


; 


Labourer’s Work, 


283,136 


920-65 


Governor's 


Attending School, 


47,909 


159-17 


Report. 


Lime-burning, 

Gardening, 


* j- As Labourer’s Work. 


Statistics. 



Staff of Officers. 



Local Inspector, 

Governor, ....... l 

Protestant Chaplain, Spike Island, . . . 1 

,, _ Fort Carlisle, . .1 

Roman Catholic Chaplains, Spike Island, . . 2 

,, Fort Camden, . . l 

Medical Officer, Spike Island and Camden, . . i 

,, Fort Carlisle, ... . i 

Deputy Governor, ...... j 

Clerk, ....... 1 

Storekeeper and Assistant, . . . . 2 

Schoolmaster and Assistant, . ... 2 

Hospital Attendant, . . . . . ] 

Gate-porter, ...... i 

Turnkeys, 1 st Class, Spike Island, . . .12 

,, Forts Camden and Carlisle, . 2 

Turnkeys, 2 nd Class, Spike Island, . . .30 

,, Forts, . . . .13 

Turnkeys, 3rd Class, Spike Island, . . .41 

Trades’ Instructors, . . . . . 9 

Night Watchmen, . . . . .12 

Cook, ....... 1 

Boatmen, ....... 4 



141 

Expense of Staff. 

£ s. d. 

Salaries, Spike Island, .... 5,068 16 11 
,, Forts Camden and Carlisle, . . 729 0 0 

Rations of Bread and Milk, . . . 408 1 5 

Cost of Uniform Clothing, . . , 320 0 0 



Total, . . 6,525 18 4 



[Statement. 
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Cost of all Articles of Provisions, Hospital Sustenance, and 
Medicine during the Year 1851. 

January 1st, 

Stock from last year’s account, 

Flour, 1,5421 Sacks, at 27s. Ad., . 

Wlieatmeal, "j,510 do., at 22s. 4r/., . . l. 

Oatmeal, 1,420 cwts., at 10s. lid., 

Bice, 1,367 cwts., at 11s., 

(162,725 Gallons, at 4fJ., Spike Island, 

Milk, -'j 11,597 ,, at 5fd., Fort Camden, 

( 7,243 ,, at h\d., Fort Carlisle, 

Beef, 84,487 lbs. without bone, . 

Salt, 280 cwts., at Is. 9d., 

Bread for S 19,604 Quarterns, at 5 d. Fort Camden, 
the Forts, / 11,892 ,, ,, Fort Carlisle, 

Bread and Biscuit, Spike Island, . 

Barm, 14,288 gallons, at lid., 

Lard, 18 cwts. 3 qrs. 14 lbs., at 40s., 

Vegetables 5 Bought, . . £8 16 1 

° ’ i Supplied by Prison Garden 26 7 5 



Sugar, 30 cwts. 0 qrs. 9 lbs., 
Cocoa, 8 cwts. 0 qrs. 7 lbs., 



£ 


s. 


d. 


192 


15 


0 


.,041 


18 


11 


,67 5 


0 


0 


TTo 


6 


8 


748 


0 


0 


.220 


12 


o 


277 


17 


0 


173 


10 


5 


,057 


14 


3 


24 


10 


0 


397 


3 


7 


247 


14 


11 


13 


11 


10 


74 


8 


4 


37 


14 


11 


35 


3 


6 


49 


8 


10 


18 


14 


6 


,061 


4 


10 



Hospital. 



Medicines, 




£94 


9 


3 


Leeches, 




5 


0 


8 


Tea, 




81 


18 


9 


Wine, 




26 


0 


0 


Porter and Whiskey, 




18 


3 


0 


Arrow Root, 




16 


16 


0 


Buttermilk, 




11 


5 


3 


Instruments, 




4 


4 


0 


Sundries, . 




0 


5 


0 


Extra Night Attendant, . 




12 


12 


0 


Total, 


* 








December 31. 


Cr. 








By Stock, . 




110 


11 


3 


By Cash — Bread sold to Officers, 


153 


4 


1 



. 11,331 18 9 



Nett cost, 



. 11,008 3 0 



Divided as follows : — • 

Prisoners on Prison Diet, Daily 
average number, l,962y., at3^d. 9,703 10 11 
Prisoners on Hospital Diet, Daily 

average number, 176J, at 3|d., 956 10 8 

Officers’ Rations of Bread and Milk, 
daily average number, 85, at3^rf. 408 1 5 

11,068 i 0 
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General Expenditure of. tlie whole Establishment, comprising 
Spike Island, Eort Camden, and Eort Carlisle, in 1851. ° 



1851. Dr. i £ *. d. 

To Stock, . . 578 8 4 

,, Provisions, . .10,868 9 10 

„ Salaries, . . 5,797 16 11 

,, Medicine& Hospital, 270 13 II 
,, Repairs & Alterations, 114 10 0 
,, Implements and 

Materials, . 1,821 18 10 

,, Furniture & Bedding, 162 11 7 
,, Fuel and Light, . 297 10 1 

,, Printing&Advertising, 116 1 3 
,, Clothing, . . 943 4 7 

,, Soap, . . 118 15 0 

,, Conveyance of prisoners 6 10 3 
,, Contingencies, . 297 1 9 

£21,393 12 4 



1851. Cr. £ 

By Cash, Provisions, 153 
„ Manufactures, 170 
,, Hospital Acct. 2 
,, Fines on Turn- 
keys, . 4 

„ Contingencies, as 
Rents, Hay, Sea- 
weed, . 68 

December 31. 

By Cash, Cost of Stock, 361 
,, Balance, Nett 
amount ex- 
pended, . 20,632 



s. d. 
4 1 
0 11 
8 0 

19 2 



16 9 
18 8 



■£21,393 12 4 



Nett sum expended, 

Being for the whole per day, . 

Being for each. Prisoner confined, per year, 
,, ,, per week, 

„ ,, per day, 



£ s. d. 
20,632 4 9 
56 10 6} 
9 13 0 
0 3 
0 0 ejf 



Articles supplied by Public Departments, of which I have no 
Accounts to show their value. 



Ball Ammunition, 



Bedding and Furniture, 



For Cleaning Purposes, 



Fuel, 



Ordnance. 




' Carbine, 


. 1,000 rounds. ‘ 


Pistol, 


. 1,000 „ 


. Percussion Caps, 


2,500 


Blankets, 


. 500 pairs. 


Sheets, 


500 „ 


Bedticks, 


500 


Bolster-cases, 


500 


Coverlets, . 


. 1,000 


Trestle Bedsteads, 


. 500 (not new) 


Iron Bedsteads, 




Pewter Chambers, 


75 


rBircli Brooms, 


. 24 dozen. 


Scrubbing Brushes, 


r 24 „ 


Sweeping Brushes, 


Hand, 24 ,, 


24 „ 


Lime Brushes, 


12 „ 


Coal, 


. 662 tons. 



Stationery Department. 

Paper and Office Requisites. 1 Roman Catholic Beads. 
Roman Catholic Prayer Books. A Circulating Library of 500 
„ Catechisms. | Volumes. 



Richard Grace, Governor. 
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of Government Prisons in Ireland. 

CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Sir, — In giving a Report of the duties of my office for tlie year 
ending December 31, 1851, I have to remark that, owing to the 
large number of Protestant prisoners removed from Spike Island to 
Carlisle Fort in the early part of the year, the amount of my con- 
gregation was reduced to a very small number ; but while the number 
attending divine worship on Sundays, and catechetical instruction on 
week-days was thus diminished, the attendance on the sick was 
increased, as all prisoners suffering from illness were removed from 
Carlisle Fort to the hospital at Spike Island, for medical treatment; and 
in giving them instruction, I had this additional difficulty, that from 
want of previous intercourse I was unacquainted with their characters 
and dispositions. 

During the last year, the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper was 
administered five times ; the average number of communicants were — 
convicts, 11; officers, 12; total, 23. Previous to each administration, I 
had the prisoners under preparatory instruction, and did not permit 
any to receive the holy communion who did not understand the nature 
of the service, and, as far as man can judge of his fellow-man, appear 
to be under serious impressions of the importance of religious truth. 

It may be right to mention, that among the convicts I have had 
some who have been inmates of the Mountjoy prison ; and as some of 
these had been previously at Spike Island, I feel myself, in a small 
degree, qualified to form an opinion of the results of the system pursued 
in the former prison, which, I am glad to state, is a most favourable 
one, as I observed in these persons a most decided change for the 
better. 

Having recommended in your Report of last year the appointment 
of a resident Protestant Chaplain, as necessary to the efficient working 
of this establishment, I feel called upon to state my full concurrence 
with your views upon that subject, and that, in my opinion, the ap- 
pointment of a chaplain, whose sole charge will be limited to Spike 
Island, is absolutely required for the religious and moral instruction of 
the large Protestant population now resident thereon, together with the 
convicts, and I should be very sorry that the consideration of my per- 
sonal interests should in any way retard the effecting an object so 
desirable, and in which the highest interests of others are so much 
involved. 

I have the honour to be, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 
Henry "Woodroffe, m.a., 
Chaplain, Spike Island Government Prison. 
The Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 



REPORT OF ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN. 

Sir, — In presenting you with the Third Annual Report of my min- 
istrations as the Roman Catholic chaplain of Spike Island Government 
Prison, I am happy to be able to inform you, that the religious and 
moral state" of the immeuse number of Roman Catholic convicts confined 
here, is in a very satisfactory condition. It has been gratifying to me 
during the year to witness their zeal and anxiety to receive and profit 
of my instructions, and to comply with their several religious duties. 
And they have afforded strong grounds to hope, not only by their 
earnest and edifying deportment in the chapel, and during the prayers 
which are carried on in the wards every morning and evening, hut also 
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by their submissive and orderly exterior conduct, that their refor- 
mation is sincere and lasting. Out of 2.217 convicts here at the close 
of the year, I could not discover a dozen who had not obediently 
submitted to instruction, and who had not been admitted to the sacra- 
ments of penance and the holy communion, at least twice during the 
year. 

It is unnecessary for me to enter into the details of the several courses 
of catechetical and moral instructions and stations for confession which 
my reverend assistant and myself found necessary to carry on during 
the year, in order to prepare those 2,217 convicts — with about 700 
others who had been here, and were sent to Van Diemen’s Land 
Bermuda, Gibralter, and elsewhere — for the sacraments. Suffice it to 
say, that our whole time, from ten to two o’clock each day in the 
winter, and from ten to three in summer, was occupied in this duty 
for the greater part of the year. And those who understand the task 
of impressing the necessary amount of religious knowledge preparatory 
to the sacraments, on the minds of 2,917 uninstructed convicts most 
of whom came here ignorant of the alphabet, and with only a very 
imperfect knowledge of the first rudiments of their religious and moral 
obligations, and many in total ignorance of them, can form some idea 
of one portion of our duties. 

I need not say that special attention has been daily paid to the 
duty of affording the services and consolations of religion to the 
numerous sick in hospital. This we consider a paramount duty ; it 
occupies much of our time, and it is generally a painful office to 
witness their mental and bodily anguish. We have also performed the 
burial service at the graves of 115 Roman Catholic prisoners who had 
died during the year. 

I feel hound to mention, that in my experience in the hospital during 
the last three years, I have had reasons to fear, that the constitutions of 
some of the young hoys had been seriously affected, mentally and physi- 
cally, by their confinement, and the discipline here ; I would, therefore, 
strongly recommend that more latitude be allowed to the juvenile 
classes for exercise and hilarity than is at present permitted. 

I have frequently visited the convicts confined in solitary punish- 
ment during the year, and imparted to them such admonitions as their 
offences appeared to me to require. I am happy to say, that though these 
instances of punishment were rather numerous, their offences had been 
of a minor character, such as pulling the nails from their shoes, tearing 
their clothes, and slight impertinence to their turnkeys. And here I 
wish to remark, that the extreme punishment of cells for such offences 
does not appear to have produced the desired effect of reforming or 
restraining the offenders, but the contrary. My reason for this con- 
clusion is, I have found that many prisoners had conducted themselves 
well for a long time, until they had been once or twice punished in 
the cells for some trivial offence, they then lost their terror and feeling 
of the punishment, and regard for their characters, and became more 
obstinate or reckless. And hence, the prison books show that they 
were the same prisoners who had been condemned to the cells from 
time to time When their worat passions are kept thus contin- 
ually excited, it becomes extremely difficult to bring the influence 
of religion to hear upon them, and to impress them with a sense of 
their duty. I therefore think that it would he advisable to leave 
such offenders to the influence and counsel of the chaplains for the 
first or second offence. 

I also think that it would produce very salutary results if the hearing 
of all cases of transgression were delayed for twelve hours after the 
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offence had been committed. The excitement both of the turnkey 
and the convict would be then subsided, and they would present a 
calmer and more correct statement to the Governor for adjudication, 
and the prisoner would receive his punishment with a deeper sense of 
its justice, and a more lasting contrition for his offence. 

In visiting the school, I have invariably found the schoolmaster 
present, and diligent in the discharge of his duties. The assistant had 
been sometimes employed in the Governor’s office. In consequence of 
the hurry of work, the attendance of the convicts at school has not 
been as numerous or as regular as heretofore. As that impediment 
seems to have ceased, I would suggest that 400 of the convicts under 
18 years of age be kept at school daily, until they learn to read and 
write ; and that those between IS and 40 be sent in turn for one or 
two days in each week, in such numbers as the space of the school and 
the circumstances of the prison will permit. This would be a valuable 
auxiliary to us in our efforts to reform and prepare those 2,217 un- 
fortunate convicts here, and those who shall succeed them, to become 
one day, I trust, honest, loyal, aud useful subjects in some of her 
Majesty’s colonies, or at home. 

I would, therefore, most respectfully beg leave. Sir, to call your 
attention to these matters, in the hope that you will not only not deem 
them unimportant, but that you may bo pleased to give them your 
earnest consideration. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, your faithful and obedient servant, 

„ • . Timothy F. Lyons, II. C. Chaplain. 

H. Hitching, , Esq., 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 



Rules and Regulations for guidance of the Royal Engineer 
Officers and Department, &c., in the Superintendence of 
Convict Mechanics and Labour in Cork Harbour. 

The Master General and Board of Ordnance having, by their order 
of February 7, 1848, T * 3 approved of the Royal Engineer department 
undertaking the direction of the employment of the convicts in depot 
m Cork Harbour, and of an officer of Royal Engineers, being stationed 
at Spike Island for that purpose; and the Master General having ap- 
proved of the employment of a detachment of Royal Sappers and Miners 
to act under the orders of the officers of Royal Engineers, as military 
superintendents of the mechanical skill and labour of the convicts so 
employed, the following rules and regulations are to be strictly ad- 
hered to. 

In all cases applicable, the officers of Royal Engineers, and the Royal 
Engineer department generally, will take as their guide the code of 
regulations revised by order of the Master General and Board, January 
j 1851, in conjunction with Her Majesty’s regulations and orders 
for the army, and the warrants and regulations for barracks. They 
will also conform to the local rules and regulations, issued under the 
authority of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, for the necessary 
discipline of the convict depot. 

J. Oldeield, K.H., 

Commanding loyal Engines for Ireland. 

H. M. Hitch ins, 

In spector- Gen eral of Government Pinsons. 
Government Prisons' Office, 
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General Arrangements and Duties of Prison Officers while on 
the Works. 

1. — Tlic men to be told off in fixed parties, in sucb a manner that 
they may be as little affected as possible by the changes required for 
the duties of tbe depot. 

2. — The same prison officer always to have charge of the same party, 
tlie builders and their labourers under one, the stone-cutters under 
another, one party of excavators under another, &c. 

3. — A sapper N.0.0. will have the general superintendence, he will 
see that the orders for each kind of work are complied with, and 
attend particularly to the stone-cutters’ work, and artificers’ work 
generally. 

4. — A sapper mason will he told off for each site where masons are 
at work, who is not to quit the spot for a moment; he is to observe 
the laying of every stone, and to take care that the general directions 
relating to the mode of executing the masonry, and the particular di- 
rections for each part, are strictly complied with. 

6 . — With the stone-cutters one sapper will he told ofl, to direct the 
work. 

6. — One sapper to be appointed to direct the excavation or filling in 
at each point of work on the glacis, to take care that the proper levels 
are preserved. 

7. — One sapper to be employed constantly collecting, exchanging, 
and looking after the tools on the works. 

5. — The prison officers being each provided with a copy of these 
regulations, will, when on the works, he prepared to produce it in good 
order, if required to do so by an officer of Engineers. 

9. — They will never quit their party, nor allow any of their men to 
quit them, unless regularly detached with a prison officer or responsible 
person, with permission of the officer of Engineers, or person duly au- 
thorized by bim. 

10. — They are responsible that the tools issued to their several 
parties are not misused or broken, through wantonness or neglect; and 
when any implement is broken, application must be made as soon as 
possible to the sapper in charge of tools on the works to exchange it; 
but it will afterwards be shown to the officer or overseer, and if found 
to have been unfairly broken, the name of the convict to be recorded 
and reported to the prison authorities, also the name of any man work- 
ing with a broken tool without having reported the same. 

U. The tools of each party to he collected, all those of one kind 
being laid together in good order before leaving work. 

12. The prison officers are responsible for the good conduct of their 
parties during the hours of work, and that they work steadily and 
diligently, and attend implicitly to the directions they receive from 
the sapper with respect to the execution of the work. 

13. They will attend to all instructions they receive regarding the 
work of their respective parties, and keep a memorandum of the men 
employed on each day, and nature of employment. 
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MOUNTJOY GOVERNMENT PRISON. 



Buildings — Several changes have been effected in this prison 
since my last report, all tending to a more satisfactory arrange- 
ment, and to facilitate the working of the establishment. 

The circular staircases at the end of A and D divisions have 
been removed, and placed so as to lead to the basement 
workshops. 

The original brick-work staircases have been entirely removed. 

Several accidents having arisen from the working of the pump 
by convicts, measures have been adopted for obtaining a suit- 
able supply of water by the erection of a steam-engine for that 
purpose. 

The basement B having been found unsuitable for detention 
of prisoners, has been converted into working cells for weavers. 

The importance of removing the gas-burners from under the 
control of the prisoners cannot be too anxiously urged on the 
notice of the Board of Works. 

At present much irregularity and risk arise from the cells’ 
lights being extinguished by the prisoners themselves. A sepa- 
rate main, communicating with the cells only by wards, would 
place the light at the disposal of the warder , on duty, and 
obviate much of the nightly routine. 

The prison-grounds have been laid out under direction of the 
Governor, and at a trifling expense, by the employment of con- 
vict labour; and though this has tended in some degree to 
prevent that distinct and careful separation which it is desirable 
at all times to maintain, Mr. Netterville’s own inspection and 
watchfulness have served to lessen the evil results which might 
otherwise have been expected. 

The disturbance which would arise to the prison by the in- 
troduction of a large body of labourers, and difficulty of pre- 
venting communication with the prisoners, and the risk to 
the general safety, served, however, to show that the amount of 
evil incurred by the adoption of either plan would be almost 
equal. 

Ventilation . — On referring to the reports of the Medical 
Attendant, it will he seen that he is satisfied with the system of 
ventilation. Dr. Rynd’s opinion, as to the effects cm theprisoners, 
is decisive ; and if this were purely a question to be disposed of 
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Moontjoy on medical grounds, I should be perfectly content. But as I 
consider ventilation to be a matter of fact, to be dealt with on 
Ee P0 ~ ordinary grounds, I feel it a duty to express my opinion, not only 
that an immediate change in this respect is desirable, but that 
it is imperatively called for, if not for the health, at least for the 
comfort of the prisoners. The ah- is offensively close in the cells 
on which the doors have remained closed for any time, even 
when no employment is carried on ; hut when to the effluvia 
arising from the natural secretion of the body, or from increased 
exertion of the prisoner at labour, is added the evaporation 
from the materials employed in manufacture, the absorption 
of the oxygen by the gas-burners for several hours, I cannot 
hut express my opinion that, though no evil results are stated 
to have arisen to the health, of the prisoners, yet that a 
more direct admission of atmospheric ah- is urgently called 
for. I am quite aware of the “helps to ventilation” con- 
tained in the machinery of each cell, that in this prison there 
is an indirect opening to the outside air by a small grating, 
that there is also at the disposal of each prisoner an aperture 
into the corridor ; but all these contrivances, though admirably 
designed, cannot set aside the painful fact, that the atmosphere 
of the cells is intolerable. To such an extent is this evil felt, 
that the Chaplains are unable to remain with the prisoners ex- 
cept with, open doors, while, previous to their entering, care is 
taken to purify the internal ah- by opening the trap or admission 
doors. The feeling of the prisoners themselves on this subject 
has been very clearly expressed, as during the summer there 
was scarcely a window from which they had not contrived 
to extract a pane, or a portion of one, and I declined to direct 
pnnishment for an offence arising, in my judgment, rather from 
“a necessity of nature” than a wanton disobedience of the prison 
rules. Instances are not wanting in the case of prisoners, of 
whose character and good conduct in the prison too much can- 
not be said, who have (after the repair of the windows), again 
broken them, expressing their willingness to suffer any punish- 
ment rather than endure the stifling atmosphere to which they 
arc subjected. It may he said, that this is only a proof of their 
desire to communicate with each other; hut it appears to me, 
that if communication has taken place, it has been rather the 
result than the cause of. these measures on their part. If a T y 
additional adducement he wanting to accede to what cannot e 
deemed an extravagant demand or a dangerous experiment, n 
will he found, on reference to the class of prisoners detaine 
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here, who are principally, if not wholly, agricultural labourers, Mountjoy 
accustomed to live almost wholly in the open air, and may, Pniso?. EKT 
therefore, he supposed to he peculiarly obnoxious to a close and j^porJ. 
heated atmosphere, less intolerable to persons brought up in 
densely populous towns or in crowded factories. 

I should long* since have put an end to this state of things by 
the adoption of the louver window, recommended by Colonel 
Jebb, and now in use at Pentonville, charging the cost to the 
prison funds ; but this prison having been erected under a 
special Act of Parliament, and its maintenance and repairs de- 
volved on a public board, I did not feel myself competent to 
assume their responsibility. The remedy is a very simple one, 
but its application is in the discretion of the Board of Works. 

Expenditure — The total cost of this prison for the year 1S51 Expenditure, 
has been under the estimate, and including several items not 
usually chargeable to prison expenditure, but necessary to the 
completion of the repairs, properly coming under the charges 
of the Board of Works. 

Class of Prisoners . — On the first establishment of this prison Selection of 
it was proposed to transfer to it only prisoners direct from the ^pan^system! 
county gaols, so that separation might be in Ireland, as in Eng- 
land, the first stage in convict discipline. The debased physical 
condition of the convict class in this country having, in the 
opinion of the Medical Superintendent, rendered such a course 
undesirable — in deference to Dr. Bynd's suggestion, transfers 
only from the convict prisons wei;e effected, except in some in- 
stances. 

This step has, however, been found to operate very injuriously, 
and to fully bear out the opinion generally entertained of the 
importance of limiting admission into Mountjoy to the class of 
persons recently convicted only. 

The removals were principally effected from Spike Island, 
in which these prisoners had been employed in labour gangs; 
so that while it was quite impossible to prevent recognition, 
it increased the temptation to communicate, and served 
very seriously to affect the moral training of the prisoners 
by encouraging deceit and dissimulation : besides these grounds, 
others exist of a more serious kind, inasmuch as admission into 
Mountjoy is made now to depend solely on “physical fitness,” 
to the exclusion of other adaptation. Where only one convict- 
prison on the separate system exists in Ireland, limited to 500 
prisoners, it is desirable to select from the general body of 
convicts such cases only as present the most reasonable ground 
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of hope for satisfactory results. The expectations which may 
be formed of a beneficial change from youth, previous character, 
or inexperience in vice, are thus practically set aside, while the 
sturdy criminal is pronounced as a suitable subject for its 
moral and industrial advantages, and the indulgence of tickets-- 
of-leave, because he alone is physically fit to undergo the 
restrictions of the system. 

This arrangement, however, is one not of choice, hut, in the 
opinion of Dr. Rynd, of necessity ; unless it were proposed to 
admit prisoners notoriously unsuited for the discipline of the 
prison. Entertaining, however, the very strongest opinion of 
the importance of rigidly limiting admission into this prison to 
persons removed only from the county gaols, and carefully 
selected on other grounds, I propose availing myself of the 
earliest opportunity of stringently enforcing this rule — an event 
which is, however, contingent on circumstances over which I 
have no control, hut which, from the improving condition of the 
country, and the consequent recovery of the lower class from 
the effects of the famine years, cannot he far distant. 

Duration of Imprisonment, and Age of Prisoners. — The ave- 
rage duration of the term of imprisonment has exceeded twelve 
months, while some prisoners have been detained here for a 
period exceeding sixty weeks. 

The ages have not, on an average, exceeded twenty-six years. 

Associated Prisoners These prisoners amount to eighteen, 

viz. : — 



Shoemakers, . 
Gutter do.. 

Tailors, “Cutters” 
Wareroom, 



3 

3 

3 



Kitchen, 
Store-rooms, 
Miscellaneous, . 



. 4 
. 1 



They are carefully selected on account of their good conduct, 
and are necessary for carrying on the prison arrangements. Each 
trade or employment is carried on in a distinct room ; they are 
never permitted to be alone, and are in the charge of either a 
trades or discipline warder, and are not appropriated to these 
purposes until after they have completed nine months’ separation. 

Moral and Religious Training The duties of the Chaplains 

have been performed during the past year with unabated zeal 
by the Rev. Gibson Black and the Rev. 11. M'Cabe. Their re- 
ports will appear subjoined. Several complaints have been 
made during the past year Of the disadvantages felt by several 
prisoners in this depot, from the absence of a Presbyterian 
Chaplaincy. I would beg to recommend the matter for favour- 
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able attention, and tlie nomination of an approved Chaplain of 
that religious persuasion. The educational department has 
hitherto been placed under secular superintendence. The 
objections to the mode of instruction adopted in this pri- 
son, were briefly referred to in my Eeport for the year 1850. 
Increased experience, however, abundantly proved that such 
objections were not ideal, but that the system of instruction, to 
he effective, must be conducted after a different mode than 
that at first sanctioned ; and that an increased school-staff, a 
modification of the existing teachers, and the adoption of a 
more simple and suitable course of educational training, were 
imperatively called for. 

The educational system now in progress is a mixed one, em- 
bracing instruction separately in the cell, and simultaneously 
in the chapel. Until recently, simultaneous instruction only 
was resorted to, and under circumstances of numbers such as 
to render it physically impossible to instruct three-fourths of 
the prisoners in the school classes. 

The combination of cellandsimultaneous instruction is very de- 
sirable, and forms a great improvement in this important matter. 

A suitable supply of simple elementary books has been 
obtained, and I anticipate very beneficial results from these 
changes. I am by no means confident, however, as to the success 
even of this improved system. 

The impediments to instructing adults of the “ convict class ” 
under the more favourable condition of association, are almost in- 
surmountable ; but in “separation,” such difficulties aio necessa- 
rily converted almost into impossibilities, except it he proposed to 
abandon labour altogether, and devote the almost entire time of 
the majority of the prisoners to secular and religious instruction 

Some observations, as regards the course of instruction pursued 
in Mountjoy, will appear in the Report of the Rev. Dr. Geo- 
ghegan. Religious Instructor to the Ship “London,” annexed. 

Removal of Convicts to Public Works . — During the past year 
26 T convicts, having passed through the first stage of discipline 
in this prison, were transferred to the public works at 
Spike Island, being the second stage of reformatory discipline. 

These removals took place in April and November last ; great 
difficulty was at first experienced in providing suitable accom- 
modation for them, inasmuch as it was of paramount importance 
that the salutary effect of separation in Mountjoy should not 
be compromised by indiscriminate, or even any intercourse 
with the large body of convicts also employed in Spike Island, 
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GoveSeni 011 public works — a matter not of easy accomplishment, when 
Prison. it is considered, that there are upwards of 2,000 prisoners 

Report. . working in gangs, on different parts of the island, while the 
building appropriated to their reception, consisting of large 
rooms, leading from one to another, afford opportunities calling 
for the utmost "vigilance and care on the part of the officers. 

Pago 78. The directions issued in this matter will be found appended; 

and I have every reason to be satisfied with the measures 
adopted by Mr. Grace, the governor, to give effect to this 
desirable object. 

The analysis of these removals shows the results of the system 
pursued here ; and I have much satisfaction in noticing the 
favourable opinion entertained of their conduct, so far as the 
experience of a few months may be considered as of value, 
in determining their improved moral condition. 

department. Industrial Training . — Great progress has been made in this 
important branch of prison-training, and with results in the 
highest degree satisfactory. 

His Excellency’s attention has on a former occasion been 
drawn to the almost entire absence of mechanical industry 
amongst the convict class of this country, the difficulties 
found in instructing adult persons under the most favourable 
circumstances in any handicraft, and the peculiar impediments 
to the accomplishment of this object found in the separate 
system. 

Notwithstanding these obstacles, the experience of the past 
year has induced me to reconsider the possibility of commuui- 
cating to many of the convict class in Ireland a large amount 
of useful mechanical knowledge, to an extent qualifying them 
to become available, not only for the supplies of the prisons 
in this country, but for the production of a revenue. 

The extent to which this is carried on at present may be 
gathered from the numbers occupied in the several trades in use 
in the Government Prisons, as shown in the Appendix. 

It appears to me, that under proper regulations, with a diligent 
and skilled staff, very many of the convict class in Ireland may 
be thus made to contribute very largely, though not altogether, 
to their own support; but to effect this desirable object, there 
are two points quite essential: 

rades officers. I. The selection of discipline officers, who are cognizant 
of some branch of trade or handicraft. 

II. A free and unrestricted market. 

. As regards the first suggestion, I feel that such a measure is 
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desirable on all accounts, the division of a prison-staff into 
discipline and trade, leading to many difficulties, only to be ob- 
viated by the consolidation in one person of both duties. 

II. A free and unrestricted market is as necessarily the result 
of sales of prison goods, as sales are of their production ; while 
both arc, of necessity, the result of the abandonment of the old 
system of prison detention, and the substitution of discipline 
and industrial training for insubordination and idleness. If, 
however, sales to the public be prohibited, under an impression 
that such a step invades the province of free labour, nothing 
remains but to abandon the present improved course of prison 
management, or to discover some reformatory, yet unproductive, 
labour — or an employment which, though continuous, will yet 
be without results. 

Whether the comparative amount of mischief alleged to be 
inflicted on the trade of tins country by the instruction of con- 
victs, and the sales of their produce is of greater moment to the 
public, than to revert to the old and exploded system of prison 
morals, is a question here wholly irrelevant; but it appears 
desirable that no concealment should be made of the fact, that 
it is impossible to carry on advantageously prison manufactures, 
if shackled by any conditions whatever as to then* disposal, or 
subject to regulations which oppose obstacles to a fail-, free, 
and unrestricted competition. 

Mental and Physical Condition . — The state of health of the 
prisoners is fully set forth in the Report of the Medical 
Superintendent. 

The entire absence of mental disease is a very important 
fact, and, I believe, without precedent. This gratifying cir- 
cumstance is mainly attributed by Dr. Rvnd to a well organized 
system of trades ; and, while I readily concur in this opinion, 

I would also in some degree assign it to a careful selection 
of prisoners on admission, and to the constant care and vigilance 
of the prison officers during their detention. 

leaving Department in Basement . — Weaving and loom- 
labour being considered as unhealthy occupations, it appeared 
desirable that these trades should, if possible, be carried on 
iu cells, temporarily occupied during the day-time only, and 
into which, by open windows, a free admission of air was 
secured. 

To this object, B and D basements have been appropriated. 
Ibe majority of these cells are fitted up in all respects as those 
in the corridors above ; and were, in fact, originally designed for 
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permanent occupation, the only difference being in the doors, 
which are latticed, for the purpose of affording increased facili- 
ties for inspection of the trades’ instructors, and the discipline 
warder. 

Each basement contains 40 cells ; and to these corridors, four 
trades’ instructors, and two discipline officers are allocated. 

In all respects, I am satisfied with this arrangement, as one 
which, tending to increase the quantity of the work, improves 
also the health of the prisoner. 

Objections have however been raised to this course, on two 
grounds — first, as affording increased facilities for communica- 
tion — second, as being a mixture of systems in the same estab- 
lishment. 

As regards the first, it is difficult to understand in what these 
increased facilities consist, except it be found in the construction 
of the doors, or how such communication could take place 
through the lattice-work, at a distance of upwards of six or 
seven yards ; still more, how such a state of things could exist, 
without the grossest neglect on the part of the discipline war- 
ders, whose duty it is to patrol in the centre of the corridor at 
all times. If, however, these basements are placed in the charge 
of inexperienced or negligent officers, such evils will certainly 
arise, not only here, but in any other portion of the prison. 

Second — “The mixture of systems in one establishment.” 
This objection is only applicable where “association” to a great 
extent is carried on in a “separate” prison. It would be difficult 
to determine the actual difference between the system enforced 
in the corridor above and basement below ; but such diffe- 
rence, if any, does not amount to “an inequality of punishment.” 
If a removal from one cell to another, constitutes a variety, 
which it undoubtedly does, it is more than compensated by the 
increased labour which the nature of the employment inevitably 
involves. The operation of weaving is the most laborious in 
the prison, calling for physical exertion of both hands and feet ; 
and so far as I have been enabled to judge, it is an employment 
which is not only unsolicited, but is generally distasteful, even 
accompanied as it is, with the assumed relaxation of a change 
of scene. 

General Observations . — The result of the separate system, 
as carried out in this prison, during the past year, has been 
satisfactory, and I think it may be safely affirmed, that if the 
good has not been complete, it has at least been predominant. 

The discipline of a convict depot, under this system, is 
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advisedly less severe than in an ordinary prison, appropriated 
to the reception of prisoners under short sentences. In the 
latter, the class of persons under restraint, after a shorter or 
more protracted period of detention, will he again let loose on 
society. The great object therefore to be attained is, to deter 
from further infraction of the law. Hence the other qualities 
of the separate system, affecting moral and industrial training, 
are brought forward in a subordinate degree only, inasmuch as 
the period of detention is too limited to admit of them full and 
perfect development — the main object and aim being to prevent 
a recurrence to crime on the 'prisoners' discharge, and this is 
effected by the severe and exclusive character of the “separa- 
tion, 5 ’ mitigated only by the indispensable offices of religion. 

In a prison established solely for the reception of prisoners System varied 
convicted of the highest offences, and under rule of transport- cEo? 5 10 
ation, the necessity for the full exercise of the deterrent quali- prisoners, 
ties of the system is not so obvious, inasmuch as the terms of 
their sentence precluding their discharge, the main object is less 
to deter than to reform and instruct — care being taken to retain 
so much of the deterrent parts of the system, as shall not only 
maintain the strictest discipline in the prison, and prevent per- 
sonal communication, but by its severity, bring the minds of the 
prisoners into a suitable frame for the profitable reception of 
the great religious truths daily submitted to their notice. 

It is very important that this distinction in the course of dis- 
cipline applied to the two classes of prisoners, should be fully 
recognized, for to misapprehension on this subject may be 
traced many of the objections raised by persons, who, being 
advocates for the strictest interpretation of “ separation,” are 
disposed to impugn the course of discipline pursued at Mountjoy, 
Pentonville, and other convict prisons, as being less punitive than 
reformatory and industrial, omitting altogether the fact, that 
the punishment for such high criminal conditions involved in the 
sentence, is transportation, and that their intermediate state in 
the depot, is not so much to punish or to deter from the future 
commission of crime, for which the rule of court physically dis- 
qualifies them, as to reform and to fit them for removal from this 
country, and their establishment in the colonies, by a course of 
religious and moral exercise, and such an amount of industrial 
training as will afford full employment dui'ing this preparatory 
detention, and enable them, when removed, to maintain them- 
selves, if not by the trades they have acquired, at least by 
the habits of industry its practice in the prison has engendered. 
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In fact, the absolute and entire separation called for bj some 
persons, and considered as essential to the success of the system, 
can only be found in the adoption of solitary instead of separate 
confinement, and forbid not only the offices of religion, 
but every other office of instruction, or prison arrangement, not 
performed within the walls of the cell. For if once withdrawn 
from the cell, whether for attendance in the chapel, or school, 
or for any other purpose, communication of some kind, either 
by signs or otherwise, cannot be avoided. 



To carry out “ separation , 53 as recommended by these persons, 
is almost if not altogether impossible, and were it possible, 
would, at least in a Convict Prison, be inexpedient, without 
object, and aimless — such purpose being neither more nor less 
than to obviate the recurrence of a contingency which by the very 
terms of their sentence, has become a physical impossibility. 

The regulations laid down for the guidance of the officers of 
Mount) oy prison have been framed under a strong impression 
of the importance of developing “rationally,” all the characteris- 
tics of the system under which it has been established. 



The effects of the separate system are assumed to be : — 

I. Deterrent — effected by separation so complete, as to pre- 
vent a prisoner from not only communicating, but seeing or 
recognizing, at the prescribed distance, any inmate of the 
prison. 



II* Reformatory — through the instrumentality of religions 
and moral instruction, carried on simultaneously in the chapel, 
and educational training. 

III. Industrial — by instruction in trades. 

Ihese qualities cannot, however, be fully exercised at the same 
time, at least in Irish prisons ; for if positive separation, in its 
strictest sense, and as above described, be enforced, the system 
cannot be industrial; while, on the other hand, if industrial 
training be fully developed, the system may be reformatory, 
but canuot be wholly deterrent; and it is this fact, and the 
necessity for realizing, as far as possible, all these points, in 
uruson, which has led to the modification referred to in the 
convict prisons. Apart from the higher influences of religion, 
and looking to secondary causes only, both separation and a 
carefully arranged system of industrial training are calculated 
io effect beneficial changes in the prisoner ; but which of 
these agents is best calculated to produce rational and perma- 
nent results, is still a matter awaiting decision. If separation, 
with the aid of moral and religious training, be alone requisite, 
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or most advisable (assuming such a course is not forbidden by Mountjot 
the health of the prisoner), the almost entire abolishment of the ^SSS”"' 
prison industry will be called for; but if, on the other hand, ) — ’ 
constant and unceasing labour, relieved only by religious exer- J 
cises and moral instruction, and an absolute “personal” sepa- 
tion, be calculated to produce moral results as enduring as those 
directly arising from physical suffering (for as applied to the 
class of convicts in this country, separation, in its strict sense, 
can only be considered as producing such result), tfyen any 
modification which attempts to embrace the advantages of both 
these admittedly powerful agents, separation and industrial 
training, cannot but be favourably considered. 

It is under this impression, and to realize, as far as possible, 
all the religious, moral, and economic results, arising from a modi- 
fied and rational adoption of the system, without impairing, 
under any circumstances, “ personal separation,” that the course 
of discipline in Mountjoy prison has been sanctioned. 

In referring to the reports of the several officers of this pri- 
son, to be found annexed, it will be seen how difficult it is to 
determine proportionately, yet satisfactorily, the relative claims 
of these important matters on the attention of the prisoners. To 
interfere with the discipline, is to compromise, in a measure, the 
safety of the prison ; to limit the hours devoted to religious and 
moral instruction, is to derogate from one of the high objects of 
its establishment ; while, to abandon a regular and systematic 
course of consecutive labour is not only to be deprecated in an 
economical point of view, but is calculated to foster and main- 
tain in the prisoners those moral evils which it is the ostensible 
object of discipline and religious exercise to abate. 

Deeply impressed with the important truth, that change of 
purpose can only arise from change of heart, and that true re- 
formation cannot be produced by secondary causes, but must be 
the result of the higher influences of religion, I have willingly 
yielded to the desire expressed by the Chaplains for increased 
time for religious and moral instruction ; resting satisfied that 
the measures recommended for these purposes will not be 
allowed by them to interfere, to any serious extent, with the re- 
quirements of discipline, or the obligations of labour. 

As regards, however, the anticipated interference of mecha- 
nical trades with the discipline, such is not necessarily the result 
of a well-devised system of industrial instruction, and can only 
exist where the attention of the officers is diverted to well-meant, 
hut unnecessary details, wholly irrelevant to the maintenance of 
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due order and “ proper” discipline amongst the prisoners, and 
to which alone it is their duty scrupulously to address them- 
selves. 

On referring to the Report of the Governor, it will be seen 
that he recommends the appointment of a resident engineer or 
foreman of works. In the necessity for such an office, and the 
advantages which will result from its establishment to this and 
the other Government Prisons, I entirely concur. 

The Roman Catholic Chaplain has drawn my attention to the 
limited accommodation of the chapel, involving a double duty 
on him. I would, in the strongest terms, press on Her Majesty’s 
Government the necessity of erecting a new, or enlarging the 
present building, to the extent of, at' least, 450 sittings; for the 
duties of the Chaplains of this prison are already sufficiently 
arduous, without entailing on Mr. M'Cabe additional services on 
the Sunday. The appropriation of a house set apart for divine 
worship, to secular purposes, may also be deemed so objec- 
tionable as to be justified only by the necessity of the case. 

Government Prisons' Office , 

Dublin Castle, June 19, 1852. 



Extracts from Report of the Governor of Mocntjoy Prisox, 
from the year ended December 31, 1851. 

u The several Tables appended hereto will afford stat istical information 
on the various details of the establishment ; but, in the consideration 
of these details, it should be borne in mind, that the prisoners who are 
the subject of this Report bear little similarity to those in respect of 
whom my last annual Report was framed, especially as to their sen- 
tences, which, to a certain extent, may he taken as an index of their 
criminal depravity, and in so far as affecting the chances of their re- 
formation. 

^Tlie large . increase in the number of punishments for breaches of 
prison discipline will bear me out, in a measure, in this opinion. 
During the nine months ended 31st December, 1850, the number was 
129 ; while for the twelve months ended 31st December, 1851, they 
amounted to 388, showing a proportionate increase of 216 prison punish- 
ments. If conduct, therefore, he a test of reformation, it will appear, 
on reference to the Defaulter’s Table, annexed, that to whatever influ- 
ence it may be owing (and I feel it my duty to state my humble opinion), 
that the (at least) moral reformation of the prisoners committed to my 
charge during the year 1851, has not been so satisfactory as from the 
results of the previous year I had deemed it reasonable to anticipate. 

The industrial training of the prisoners haviug in the middle of the 
year been placed under the superintendence of a special officer, ap- 
pointed in the room of the late master of works, lias been carried on 
with greater vigour since the change, and to an extent perhaps greater 
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in comparison with the limited amount of time allotted to the moral 
and religious instruction of the prisoners, than the circumstances of the 
prison, as a prison for moral reformation, would appear to require. 

“The educational department of the prison has not been conducted 
with the uniform energy and watchfulness so essential to the successful 
working of this branch of the system— a failure attributable, in a great 
degree, to circumstances which led to the ultimate removal of the head 
schoolmaster. It is to be hoped, that in the arrangement of this de- 
partment an addition will be made to the number of teachers, com- 
mensurate with the extent and importance of the duties to be per- 
formed. 1 

“ Notwithstanding the ample dietary of the prison, large numbers of 
the prisoners continually complain of its being insufficient in quantity, 
liiey put it on the grounds of hard working at their trades, and it is 
a matter deserving of consideration. 

“ -^e ce ^ s basement B were reported complete in November last * 
but, upon the recommendation of the Surgeon Superintendent, they 
have not yet been occupied as sleeping-cells. They are at present used 
as workshops for weavers, and fitted with wire open-work doors— an 
arrangement which, though of importance to the well-working of the 
trade, may lead to frequent communication amongst the prisoners. The 
same objection exists to the trap doors in the corridors being left open. 

. ! Several minor alterations have been effected by the Board of Works 
m difierent portions of the prison. The circular staircases at the end 
ot A and B divisions have been removed, and placed in divisions B 
and 1) leading to the basement workshops — a very great improvement 
both to the appearance of the divisions, and as affording additional 
xight to the shops. The original brick-work staircases have been en- 
irely removed. The pipes and sewers generally throughout the prison 
get out of order very frequently. 

“ The storage attached to the prison factory is altogether insufficient 
or the accommodation of materials and goods now upon hands ; and, 
as it is not probable that this branch of the prison arrangements will 
decrease, it is a matter of pressing importance that additional storage 
Vi bin the boundary wall should be provided ; the only question being 
one of expense. It is for you to consider, whether a range of perma° 
nent brick fire-proof stores should be constructed, or whether a tempo- 
rary addition to tlie present stores, by means of a corrugated iron 
building on the basement level, would be most desirable. Either is 
certainly necessary • but it is questionable whether a suitable store can 
e erected sufficiently contiguous to the present one to be convenient, 
without interfering with the light or ventilation of the cells occupied 
by prisoners. r 

TT pumping machine is another subject which calls for observation. 

P to this date, 12 prisoners received injuries by being struck with the 
revolving handles; one terminating fatally. It is important that the 

S. should rece ^ ve immediate attention • and measures are in progress 
lor fitting up a suitable steam-engine. 

, -^e P r ison grounds, as left untouched by the Board of Works on 

e completion of the building, have been arranged since the early part 
oi the year, old sewers covered over, roads made, and the land being 
D0 ;T^ ulfcl y ated > prisoners are supplied with vegetables therefrom. 

Deeming this a suitable opportunity, I would beg to bring under 
your notice the great inconvenience which is occasioned to the working 
o the establishment, by reason of the continued alterations and repairs 
necessarily going on in the prison. The numerous pipes and sewers, 
he plumbers’ work, and the many other matters connected with the 
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machinery and fittings of the establishment, all of which now require 
the intervention of the Board of Works, occasioning delay and incon- 
venience in the execution of the necessary arrangements; many matters 
for which applications have been submitted, have been unattended to 
for weeks. This question brings me to the consideration of having an 
officer attached to the prison staff, whose duty it would be to look after 
these details — a foreman of works, or other competent person. The 
necessity for such an officer on the spot, and the importance of dealing 
promptly with all works or casualties iri a prison, cannot be questioned, 
and have not been overlooked in the Pentonville and other convict 
prisons in England. 

ef I beg earnestly to recommend this subject for favourable considera- 
tion. The expense of the office would be more than counterbalanced 
by the prompt and economical attention derivable to the constant 
requirements of the prison. 

“ The number of removals of prisoners on medical grounds from this 
to other prisons (93) seems considerable. 

“The conduct of the officers during the year has been (with few ex- 
ceptions, reported and dealt with) very good.” 

R. Netterville, Governor. 

H. Hit clans, Esg., 

In&pector-Geneml of Government Prisons. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts Committed and Disposed op, 
from January 1 to December 31, 1851. 



1851, January 1, In custody, 492 

,, to December 31, Committed from County Gaols, . 30 

,, Dublin Depots, . 325 

,, Spike Island, . 228 

>, Military Prisons, . 1 584 



1,075 

How Disposed op. 



Removed to Comity Gaols, . . . ... 5 

,, Dublin Depots, . og ( ; 

,, Spike Island, . * ’ 275 

Removed on Pardon, ... 1 

Died, **■;;; j 

Removed per Transport Ship “Bride,” . 1 . ! 28 

>» >> “Rodney,” . . . .11 



Remaining in custody on December 31, 1851, . . . 453— —1,076 

Different Crimes of the Convicts committed during the Year ended 
December 31, 1851. 

Abduction, . . . ] | . 116 

Arson, 

Assault 



Attacking Habitation, 
Appearing Armed by Night, 
Breaking Prison, * . 
Burglary and Ilobberj-, 
Bigamy, 

Cattle Stealing, 

Cattle or Pig Stealing, 
Coining, 

Hiring at, . 

Pelony, 

House-breaking, 

Highway Robbery, 

Horse and Sheep Stealing, 



8 

4 

1 

91 

1 

118 



Larceny, 

Murder, 

Manslaughter, 

Military Offences, 

Pig Stealing, . 

Picking Pockets, 
Perjury, 

Rape, . 

Robbery of Arms, 

,, from Dwelling, 



of Money, <fce“froni person U 



Sheep Stealing, 
Receiving Stolen Goods, 
Sacrilege, 

Total, . 



13 

a 



3 

1 

5 

a 15 



II 

2 



584 
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Betukx of Prison Punishments during the Year ended Dec. 31, 1831. 

23 
14 



Disorderly Conduct, . 91 I Refusing to Trork at Trades, 

Insubordinate Language, <fcc., 46 | Theft, 

Communicating, . 91 | Other Offences, 

Injuring Prison Property, 86 _ 

Disobedience of Orders, ” . 36 | Total 394 



Ages of Prisoners. 



Under 1 5 years, . . ] 

15 years and under 20 years, 132 

20 „ „ 30 „ 385 

30 „ ,, 40 ,, 50 



40 years and under 50 years, 13 
50 » „ CO „ 3 

Total, . 584 
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Sentences of Prisoners committed during the Year, and in Oustody on 
December 31, 1851. 



Sentences. 





r 7 

Years. 


10 

Years. 


14 

Years. 


rr 

Years. 


2° 

Years. 


Life. 


• 

Total. 


Committed during the} 
Year ended December ■- 
31, 1851, . . . ) 

In Custodv, December f 
31, 1851, . . . j 


307 


248 


6 


15 


1 


7 


584 


215 


224 


3 


10 




1 


453 



Time elapsed since the conviction of the Prisoners committed during 
the 1 ear ended December 31, 1851. 

Four Years, . 

Three ,, 

Two ,, 

One ,, 

Less than One Year, 



2 

55 

242 

156 

129 



Total, 



Return of 

April 20. 

May 11 . 

May 25. 

June 20. 

July 9. 
August 7. 
August 21. 
August 31, 
September 30. 
November 9. 
November S. 



Prisoners hurt by tlio Pumping Machine during tie year Aradsuli 
ended December 31st, 1S51. 

John Merrick, Registry No. 900. Struck in the abdomen bv 
the revolving bar. Taken into hospital, and discharged on 
the 22nd. 0 

Patrick Kelleher, No. 797 . Received a slight blow on the head 
Was not retained in hospital. 

John Murray, No. 672. Received a blow on the stomach. 

W as taken into hospital, and discharged on the 27 th. 

Patrick Jorden, No. 1 , 100 . Struck on the head. The injury 
was not of consequence, and he was not retained in hospital. 

Michael Hughes, No. 1,186. Struck on the head and side. 

\\ as taken into hospital, and discharged on the 25th. 

Thomas Gleeson, No. 991. Received a blow on the head. Was 
taken into hospital, and discharged on the 10 th. 

Thomas Patterson, No. 1,202. Received a blow on the head. 

Taken into hospital, and discharged on the 1 st September. 

1 atrick McKenna, No. 935. Received a blow -on the. head. 
v\ as taken into hospital, and discharged on the 10th Sept. 

'• Patrick Leo, No. 1,242. Received a blow on the head. Was 
discharged from hospital on the 2nd October. 

Michael Enright, No. 1,273. Received a "blow on the head, 
was taken into hospital, and discharged on the 28th. 

Martin Colieary, No. 56 5. Slight injury of head. Was not re- 
tained in hospital. 
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MEDICAL OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Tlie following Report shows the Medical Statistics of the Prison for the 
3 r ear 1851 : — 



Number of prisoners in confinement on 1st of January, 490 

Admitted during the year, .... 533 

Discharged ordinarily, ..... 530 

Removed on medical grounds, .... 93 

Deaths, ....... 7 

ir. 

Number of prisoners reported sick, . . . 4,238 

Greatest number of prisoners at any time, . . 503 

,, ,, of sick in Hospital, ... 22 

Average daily number of prisoners in the prison, . 434 

„ ,, of sick, .... 12 

m. 

All cases of bodily indisposition that have occurred 

Of slight indisposition, . . . . .2,000 

Of severe ,, . • • • . 355 



IV 

Cases of mental disease, . 



The different diseases (severe) that have occurred, and the number of 
cases of each disease. 



Abcess, acute, . _ . . fi 

,, of Arm and Side, . 1 

,, of Knee, . . 3 

„ of Foot, . - 2 

„ of Leg, . . 1 

Colic, . . . .14 

Diarrhoea, . . . G4 

Dropsy, ... 3 

Diseased Shoulder Joint (scrofulous) 3 
Hip Joint, . . 1 

t „ Knee Joint, . . 1 

Bones of Head, . 1 

,, of Leg, . 2 

,, of Foot, 

Epilepsy, . . . 15 

Erysipelas (Phlegmonous), . 4 

Fever, . . . .100 

,, Typhus, 

General Emaciation and Debility, 
Hernin, 

Irritable Bladder, 

Indigestion, 

Injury of Head and Side, 

,, of Head, 



Injury of Abdomen, . . 3 

,, of Back, . . 1 

,, of Hand, . . 2 

,, of Foot, . . 4 

Inflammation of Brain, . 1 

,, of Trachea (croup) 1 
,, of Liver, . 4 

Jaundice, ... 1 

Influenza, . . . 55 

Lumbago, ... 2 

Measles, ... 2 

Necrosis of Thigh, . . 1 

„ of Tibia, . . 1 

Ophthalmia, ... 7 

Purpura, ... 4 

Piles, .... 2 

Pneumonia, . 23 

Pleuritis, . . . 12 

Pulmonary Consumption, . 1*2 

Rheumatism, . . .10 

Ulcerated Itch, . • 4 

,, Scrofulous Glands, 22 
Ulcer of Hand, . • 1 

,, of Legs, . • 5 



Seven deaths have occurred. The first was that of convict P. L. 
Registry number, 754-. Committed January 3, 1849 ; died on the 
2nd of March, 1851, of consumption. 

The second fatal case was that of convict J. M‘B. Registry number, 
464. Committed the 25tli of February, 1848 j died on the 19th of 
May, 1851, of consumption. 

The third was that of convict P. Q. Registry number, 6S4. Com- 
mitted the 20tli of June, 1850 j died on the 29th May, 1851, of con- 
sumption, consequent on fever. 
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The fourth was that of convict R. B. Registry number, 219. Com- 
mitted the 28th of February, 1849 ; died on the 10th of July, 1851, 
of dropsy, from disease of his liver and lungs. 

The fifth was that of convict P. N., alias D. F. Registry number, 
1,148. Committed the 14th of March, 1S50 : died on the 28th July, 
of hiemoptysis. 

The sixth was that of convict J. G. Registry number, 637. Com- 
mitted the 26tli of February, 1849 ; died ou the 27th of September, 
1851, of typhus fever, and dysentery supervening. 

The seventh was that of convict 0. M. C. Registry number, 1,125. 
Committed the 31st of December, 1S50 ; died on the 29th of September, 
1851, of epilepsy. 



The diseases of the 93 convicts that were discharged ou medical grounds. 



Epilepsy, ... 3 

General Emaciation and Debility, 50 
Scrofula, . 25 

Diseased Bones of Leg, . 1 

Incipient Consumption, . 7 



Dropsy, 1 

Diseased Action of Heart, . 2 

Defective Vision of both Eyes, 3 

Disease of Thigh Bone, . 1 



Of these, twelve died in other prisons after their dismissal from 
Mountjoy. 

Several of the ninety-three had been rejected, on first inspection, as 
unfit for the system, as well as some of the seven that died in the 
prison ; but there was not any room for them in the other Dublin 
prisons; they were, therefore, retained here for a considerable time, 
subjected to the system, became hospital patients, and were then re- 
jected on medical grounds. 

We have not had a single case of mental disease. This is to he 
attributed to the circumstance of the system of instruction in trades 
being well organized, so that the convicts have sufficient occupation of 
mind, and to the judicious arrangement of labour and exercise in the 
open air. 

Humber of Men that lost and gained weight during the year 1851 : — 

Neither 



1st Mouth, 




Lost. 

50 


122 


Lost nor Gained. 
15 


2nd ,, 




153 


101 


68 


3rd ,, 




161 


253 


75 


4th ,, 




172 


259 


35 


5th ,, . 




282 


130 


44 


6th „ . 




207 


106 


34 


7th ,, 




203 


162 


90 


8th „ . 




80 


314 


46 


9th ,, . 




156 


210 . 


76 


10th ,, . 




88 


200 


54 


11th ,, 




190 


218 


79 


12th „ . 




128 


159 


45 


Total, 




1,870 


2,423 


661 



General complexion of those that gained weight, . . Fair. 

General height of those that gained weight, from 5 ft. 1 in. to 5 ft. 6 in. 
Humber of men in solitary confinement, for punishment, during 
the year, . . . . . . . J14 

Humber that lost weight in solitary, . . . .112 

Humber that gained weight, ..... 1 

Humber that neither lost nor gained, .... 1 

Average loss of weight of each man, . . . 4 lbs., 8ozs. 

Average period of confinement, for punishment, of each man, 29£ hours. 



The dietary is good and sufficient. There has not been a case of 
scurvy in the prison, nor of any disease that can be traced as the con- 
sequence of defective sustenance. 
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Breakfast for one man— Eight ounces of oatmeal to make a quart of stirabout, 
and three-quarters of a pint of new milk. 

Dinner for one man— One pound of white bread, and three-quarters of a pint 
of new milk. Two days in each week, one pound of beef, a quart of soup, and 
vegetables. 

Supper for one man — Half a pound of bread, and half a pint of new milk. 

The system of heating is sufficient, so is the system of ventilation ; 
so far that I have not been able to trace the origin or existence of 
disease to a deficiency in either ; but it is deemed advisable to give an 
increase of access for air to the cells occupied by the weavers and 
shoemakers, as the exhalations from the materials they work on affect 
its freshness. 

The Registries appended show the Temperature of the Prison for 
the months of August and November. 

I cannot conclude this Report without observing on the advantage 
that has arisen from the almost unrestricted power conceded to me as 
Medical Superintendent of the Prison, particularly with reference to 
an increase of the time allowed for exercise in the open air, a tempo- 
rary cessation of trade labour, and an alteration in the dietary — all of 
which relaxations of strict prison discipline are essential in the manage- 
ment of the convicts occasionally, and are best administered under 
medical superintendence. I have had opportunities of observing the 
great value of these relaxations in those convicts who have been eight 
months or more subject to the prison rules, and who, beginning to lose 
health and to sink under the system of separate imprisonment, have 
been restored by these slight relaxations, judiciously, and yet sparingly, 
administered. My observation on the occasional difficulty of managing 
these cases, leads me to impress as forcibly as possible on the authori- 
ties the necessity of a most careful selection of the convicts who are 
to he sent to Mountjoy Prison, and the rigid rejection of all who, 
from advanced age, delicate constitution, long previous imprisonment, 
or other debilitating causes, must necessarily be unable to undergo the 
moral depression — so fruitful a source of bodily disease — that the sepa- 
rate system exercises on those subjected to its peculiar discipline. 
Such subjects could scarcely be preserved in health in the prison, unless 
with relaxations of discipline and indulgences that would be wholly 
incompatible with the general plan on which the establishment ought 
to be conducted. 

Francis Rind, m.d., 

■ Medical Superintendent. 



[Temperature Register. 
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CHAPLAIN’S REPOET. Momnao, 

Government 

Sir,— In accordance with your request, I submit to your notice the Prisox - 
following Report of the prisoners committed to my charge, as Protestant Chaplain's 
Chaplain of the Mountjoy Government Prison, during the year ending Report. 
the 31st December, 1851. 

The whole number placed under my care, during the past year, 
amounted to only fifty-seven: yet, within this comparatively small 
circle, there existed as great diversity of character as could, perhaps, 
be obtained in the investigation of a more widely extended sphere ■ 
and in all our efforts to convince the misguided, and reclaim the im- 
penitent, sound judgment and knowledge of character are not less 
essential than wholesome principles and persevering exertion. In 
moral, as well as in medical treatment, the soundest theory is of little 
avail without the aid of experience. 

In distributing the men under the head of previous occupations, I 
believe the following classification to be substantially correct : — 



Labourers, . . . .32 

Tradesmen, . . . .14 

Soldiers, . . . .7 

Clerks, . . . . .2 

Sailor, . . . . .1 

Farmer, . . . j 

Total, . . .57 



We may at all times expect that portion of the community which is 
dependant for support on daily labour to exhibit the largestamount of 
crime. Their means of support are generally most uncertain ; the 
population of the country has at times exceeded the opportunities of 
employment ; and, too frequently, the moral training, and religious- 
education of the lower classes have been insufficient to resist the force 
of those temptations which are inseparable from indigence. 

From an inspection of the ages of the convicts, "i find that of the 
fifty-seven already enumerated, forty-eight were from 18 years to 30 
years ; six were upwards of 30 years ; and three were under IS years 
of age. 

I think it is a question well worthy of consideration — -whether a Juveniles, 
prison, where total seclusion is intended to be strictly enforced, is a 
suitable place for offenders under eighteen years of age, or whether 
there -would not be more hope of their improvement if confined by 
themselves under some milder form of coercion? So far as my own 
judgment and experience have hitherto extended, I can have no hesita- 
tion in saying there are many reasons for dealing with juvenile delin- 
quents under a distinct and somewhat different system. 

The convicts under my care maybe classified, with respect to secular 
knowledge, in the following manner : — 



Read and Write, . . .35 

Read only, . . . .13 

Read imperfectly, . . .8 

Not knowing the Alphabet, . . 1 

Total, . . .57 



Although able to read and write, I have not found any of the 
prisoners who appeared, before their admission, to have acquired a 
taste for secular information : sensual indulgence had, in every instance. 
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more or less debased tlieir understandings, and rendered tlieir minds 
incapable of finding enjoyment in the acquisition of knowledge. 

Amongst the Protestant prisoners, the number of single men was 47, 
and of the married 10, thus showing a proportion of better than four 
to one. 

The extreme ignorance of these unhappy men on every point con- 
nected with revealed religion, plainly testifies that in a country nomi- 
nally Christian, men may live and die like heathen ; and tlie/ew excep- 
tions of young persons religiously brought up, found in the number of 
habitual criminals, should stimulate all who seek even the well-being of 
society to increased activity in the diffusion of Scriptural education 
amongst the labouring classes. 

If men are uninfluenced by higher motives, the desire which exists 
to rid the community of the burden of supporting criminals should 
induce them to adopt more enlarged measures for bringing the children 
of the poor to an early acquaintance with that grace of God which has 
appeared unto all men, “ teaching us that, denying ungodliness and 
worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this 
present world.” The most effectual way to diminish crime is to guard 
against its occurrence, by pre-occupying the youthful mind with those 
high and holy principles which serve to counteract the evil propensities 
of our fallen nature, and which, under the blessing of Almighty God, 
render individuals happy, and a nation exalted. 

In determining on a system for the treatment of the convicted, 
three objects should be kept in view ; first, the effect which the disci- 
pline is calculated to produce in deterring others ; secondly, correction; 
and thirdly, reformation. 

As a general plan, the system of separate confinement, when com- 
bined with adequate religious and moral training, appears well fitted 
to attain these objects, where it is rigidly enforced, and nothing is 
allowed to interfere with its salutary influence. 

Any danger likely to arise to the injury of the health of the convicts 
might he, in a great measure, obviated by due attention being paid to 
the proper ventilation of the cells. 

With respect to the means employed for the moral reformation and 
spiritual welfare of the prisoners, they continue to be substantially the 
same as stated in my former report, and with the same reasonable 
prospect of success. Every facility, consistent with the general regu- 
lations of such establishment, is given by the officers of the prison to 
the Chaplain for the conveying of religious instruction ; and, from re- 
cent changes in the school department, there is good ground for hoping 
that so important a part of the moral discipline will become more 
efficient. 

Under the system of complete isolation, strictly adhered to for so 
long as the convicts’ health can endure it, I would not despair of the 
most hardened offender being raised from degradation, and made 
susceptible of the sanctifying influences of the Gospel of Christ. The 
Word of Truth addressed to the most guilty in the solitude of the cell, 
where all disturbing circumstances of an external character are shut 
out, is often reflected on with an intensity of interest which exemplifies 
the meaning of that pointed inquiry — “ Is not my word like as a fire? 
saith the Lord ; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?'’ 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, yours faithfully and respectfully, 

Gibson Black, Chaplain. 

To H. HitchinSj Esq. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC! CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 



Mountjoy Government Prison, July 1st, 1852. 
g IRj — In compliance with your request of the 12tli of May, I very 
respectfully beg leave to furnish you with my Report for the year 
1851. ' 

In the course of the year, 070 Roman Catholic prisoners were com- 
mitted to my spiritual care, and I am happy in being able to state that 
they generally manifest a desire to avail themselves of my services ; 
even the most reckless have a great respect for religion ; and very few 
refused to comply with their religious duties. 

The number of Roman Catholic Prisoners remaining from 1850, was 434 
„ ,, received during 1851, 536 



Total number passing through Mountjoy during the year, 970 



Their respective crimes, as recorded on the register, are the fol- 



lowing : — 

Murder. .... 2 

Manslaughter, ... 1 

Shooting at with intent to 
Murder, .... 3 

Assault and Robbery, . . 4 

Burglary and Robbery, . 1 50 

Attack on Dwelling, . . 12 

Arson, 14 

Highway Robbery, . . 32 

Robbery of Arms, . . 1 

,, from Dwelling, . 27 

Appearing Armed, . . 3 

Perjury, .... 1 

Sending Threatening Letters, 1 

Coining 4 

Forged Notes, ... 5 

Bigamy, 1 

Horse Stealing, ... 22 

Cattle ,, • - .195 

Sheep ,, ... 180 

Pig „ ... 9 

Embezzlement, ... 1 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . 12 

Sacrilege, . • • • 4 

Eelonies, not specified, . . 38 

Larcenies 145 



Vagrancy, .... 4 

Rape, 4 

lulling Cattle, ... 7 

,, Sheep, ... 6 

Receiving Stolen Sheep, . 4 

Stealing Fowl, ... 4 

Malicious Assault, . . 12 

Shooting a Horse, . . 1 

Attacking a Police Barrack, 2 

Ass Stealing, ... 4 

Having stolen Meat, . . 4 

Felony of Money, . . 7 

Stealing Feathers, . . 1 

Picking Pockets, ... 20 

Escajiing from Gaol, . . 1 

Receiving Money under False 
Pretences, ... 1 

Abduction, .... 1 

Whiteboy Offence, . . 1 

Stealing from Workhouse, . 1 

Stealing Meal, ... 1 

Stealing a Plough, . . 1 

Robbery from Person, . . 3 

Stealing Clothes, . . 8 

Desertion, and Insubordina- 
tion (Military), ... 5 

Total, . . . 970 



Number of Prisoners who were not confirmed when received 
into Mounjoy Prison, . . * . \ . • • 

Number of Prisoners who had not made_ their first commu- 
nion when received into Mountjoy Prison, • _ • • 

Number grossly ignorant of their religious obligations when 

received into Mountjoy Prison, _ 

The average age of our Convicts is 25 years. 

The total number of those whose parents were alive at the 

time of their conviction, . 

Number whose Fathers only were alive, • 

,, Mothers, „ 



410 

308 



166 

112 

201 



By these two tables we may reasonably conclmlo that the want of 
religious instruction and parental care are two great causes of crime. 
By an examination of juvenile convicts we see how. many of these 
unhappy children had been orphans at the time of. their conviction. 
Upon an examination of the dispositions and religious knowledge ot 
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the convicts, I find, in general, great ignorance ; whilst, in some 
instances, I meet great intelligence on secular and religious subjects. 
I consequently propose to myself to use every effort, with the aid of 
Divine grace, to remove these two great obstacles to real conversion of 
heart — ignorance and obduracy. To attain that end I give catechetical 
instructions twice each week, making them as practical as possible. 
By these simple explanations of the Christian doctrine, as contained 
in the “ General Catechism approved by the four Roman Catholic 
Archbishops,” I succeed in removing, in a great measure, the first 
obstacle — ignorance. I then endeavour to convince all of the defor- 
mity of vice, by sermons on the great truths of religion— death 
judgment, hell, eternity ; and, indeed, few, even amongst the most ob- 
durate, resist the merciful calls of God. Many declare, in all sincerity, that 
“ they knew not what they did” whilst running their criminal career. 
When penetrated with sincere sorrow for the past, and firmly resolved 
on amendment of life, I admit them to confession and holy communion. 
I subsequently point out the several temptations of departing from the 
paths of rectitude to which they may hereafter be exposed. I also 
pay great attention to the faults committed during their confinement 
in our prison ; for a man may be really converted, yet, from frailty 
and the evil propensity of inveterate habits, relapse into his inveterate 
vices ; hence I endeavour to confirm them in good habits by mildly 
remonstrating with them whenever they may he guilty of any 
disorder, or of any breach of honesty or morality. I make these ob- 
servations that you may understand how much I require the co-opera- 
tion of the Roman Catholic teachers in imparting religious knowledge 
by catechetical instruction to the ignorant ; also, that you may know- 
how much the moral reformation of the convicts depends upon their 
respective officers ; for, as men in general are more inclined to evil 
than good, an immoral or dishonest officer will exercise the most perni- 
cious influence amongst the convicts, particularly in our prison, as 
trades are carried on so extensively, there are very many opportunities 
of acting dishonestly, It would be most salutary for the convicts 
themselves, if, during their time in the county gaols, they were 
regularly taught the catechism ; for if religion bo not brought to hear 
upon them in the most forcible manner, we can make little or no im- 
pression upon persons so long unacquainted with every sentiment and 
practice of devotion. We may succeed in making them more intelli- 
gent, hut not better members of society, unless we be equally successful 
in making them sincerely religious; for the great principles of 
religion are the only lasting and solid foundation of honesty and 
morality. A man may wear for a short time the mask of hypocrisy ; 
hut, unless his heart is really changed, lie will return to society a more 
accomplished thief than if he never had been in prison. “Never will 
secular and mechanical knowledge prevent crime and induce morality: 
religious instruction must go baud in hand with secular instruction, if 
we would see the people of any country orderly, loyal, moral, and well 
conditioned.”* Nor will the mere hearing of the law produce these 
desirable effects, unless men’s actions be conformable to their con- 
victions. 

As you are already aware, the manufacturing department has been 
greatly developed during the past year. I am most anxious that the 
prisoners should be kept constantly employed, for idleness is the 
fruitful parent of crime ; but I feel reluctant that the great principle of 
our prison should be sacrificed for the very questionable advantages 

* Report of Parkliurst Prison for 1849, pp. 14, 15. 
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expected from manufacture carried on to an extent incompatible with 
its recognised system. Besides, it is more than probable that few of 
our convicts will acquire such a knowledge of their respective trades 
as would qualify them to earn a livelihood by it hereafter. Moreover, 
few have a taste for the trade they half learn during their detention in 
Mountjoy. Then, the highest advantages resulting from the great de- 
velopment of trades may be very trifling compared with the good 
that would be conferred on society in the reformation of the convicts, 
by a strict observance of the rules of our prison — silence and sepa- 
ration; for it is more than could be expected, according to the present 
arrangement for the working of the trades, that either silence or 
separation could be maintained. T allude to this matter because I 
found, by experience, that the working of the trades, according to 
recent arrangements, was not so conducive to the spiritual interests of 
the prisoners as I could observe during the former year. 

The educational department has always seriously engaged my atten- 
tion ; for the acquisition of knowledge is most conducive to the 
spiritual and temporal interests of the prisoners. Though the method 
of instruction is latterly greatly improved, and the teachers most 
zealous and efficient in the discharge of their duties, yet I conceive 
the present system still admits of improvement. The great object of 
the teacher should he to exercise the judgment of his pupil — to make 
him think. Persons unacquainted with convicts cannot form an 
adequate idea of their very limited capacities. They will read tolera- 
bly, and even repeat, from memory, whole lessons, yet not understand 
a single sentence ; hence it is by the most dexterous interrogations 
they will conceive the meaning of what they have read. They must 
know the signification of each word positively and negatively ; that is, 
they must 3c now what the word does not signify as well as what it 
does signify. By persevering in this method of instruction we would 
make them thinking beings. The time allotted for school instruction 
does not appear tome sufficient, particularly for the lower classes; for it 
may be seen from the summary of school regulations, furnished by the 
teacher, that each prisoner is instructed only one half hour every day, 
with an occasional visit from the master, who gives him a few minutes 
individual instruction. I think half an hour'for literary instruction 
is a very small proportion, when we consider that eight hours are 
devoted to trades instruction. 

The following tables will show the time at present allotted for 
literary instruction, also the progress made by the prisoners from the 
1st December, 1850, to the 31st December, 1851. 

Summary of School Regulations. 

The prisoners are divided into three classes ; namely, first, second, 
and third, which at present contain, respectively, 117, 314, and CD 
prisoners. 

First Glass (Lowest.) — The prisoners of this class attend school in 
the chapel every day, excepting Saturday, for half an hour. The 
prisoners of B and D divisions attend from 8 to 8 E }, and those of A and 
G from lOf to 11|- o’clock. 

The prisoners of this class, therefore, receive two and a half hours’ 
collective teaching weekly. 

Second Glass. — The prisoners of this class, assembled on the wards 
in groups numbering fifteen, receive half an hour’s instruction every 
day, excepting Saturday. The prisoners of B and D divisions attend 
by such sections from 6 to S, and those of A and C from lOf to 
o’clock. 
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The prisoners of this class accordingly receive two and a-half 
hours’ collective teaching. 

Third Class . — The prisoners of this class attend school on the wards 
every Saturday, in the same manner, and between the same hours 
as those of the second class on the foregoing days. 

The time available for individual teaching every day is two hours. 



Summary of the School Progress made by the Prisoners received 
into Mountjoy Prison from January 1 to December 31, 1S51 : — 



No. of Months under 
Instruction iu Mountjoy. 










Acquirements. 






1 


1 

§ 

si 


On Admission. 


On Removal, and up to tlio 31st 
of December, 1851. 


4j 

< 


Spelling. 


*1 


g> to 
!!•-§ 
« £ 


Total. 


| 

< 


Spelling. 


"n 

w 2 
K 


“'S.f 


3 

£ 


Under 2 months, 


378 


142 


22 


71 


143 


378 


107 


39 


53 


179 


378 


2 months & under 4 


63 


26 


8 


6 


23 


63 


9 


8 


2 


44 


63 


4 „ G 


77 


36 


5 


15 


21 


77 


10 


9 


3 


55 


77 


6 „ 8 


118 


49 


11 


18 


40 


118 


12 


12 


10 


84 


118 


8 „ 10 


44 


21 


3 


3 


17 


44 


6 


4 


1 


33 


44 


10 „ 12 


165 


54 


28 


29 


54 


165 


9 


19 


1 


136 


165 


12 „ 0 


64 


16 


9 


19 


20 


64 


1 


6 




57 


64 


Totals, . 


909 


344 


86 


161 


318 


909 


154 


97 



70 


588 


909 




Prom the first summary we see the time allotted for literary in- 
struction is entirely insufficient, and from the second we can observe 
that those of the most limited capacities generally acquire such a 
knowledge of the rudiments of education as to enable them to spell 
and read tolerably well. The great obstacle to their advancement is 
the erroneous impression under which they labour, that it is utterly 
impossible for men so ignorant, and so advanced in years, to derive 
any advantage from attending school ; hence the teacher requires 
great tact in convincing them that they can learn. The most effectual 
means I found was to make them commence to read the catechism and 
prayer book as soon as they could spell words of one syllable. The 
method of instruction in the prayer book and catechism was as 
follows : — They were first taught to spell every word repeatedly, then 
read distinctly and slowly the several words which they had learned to 
spell. Though their progress at first was very slow, they subsequently 
advanced very rapidly, for they immediately saw the advantage of 
learning, in being able to read their prayer books and catechisms. A 
skilful teacher can impart a vast amount of collateral information in 
the simplest lesson. The development of their minds is far more im- 
portant than the amount of positive information contained in their 
school books. Then, I would earnestly recommend, that at least 
another half hour be allotted to simultaneous instruction in the chapel, 
and that the Roman Catholic teachers would adopt the method of 
teaching them to read by commencing with their prayer books and 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





of Government Prisons in Ireland. 



63 



catechisms, at least during a few minutes each dav; and as the 
teachers attend on Sunday, I think that day should be exclusively 
devoted to religious instruction. 

In my former requisition, which you were kind enough to forward to 
the Board of "Works, I earnestly requested that our chapel should be 
enlarged and made more, commodious for Divine worship, accordin'* 
to the rites of tho Roman Catholic Church. At present it is most 
unfit for Divine service ; for, daring the celebration of mass, tho pri- 
soners cannot see either priest or altar. I hope yon will not lose si'dit 
of so great a defect in our chapel arrangements. Besides, it is "only 
half the requisite size for accommodating the Roman Catholic pri- 
soners ; there are only 234 stalls, and we generally count 480 Roman 
Catholic prisoners ; consequently all my ministrations on Sundays must 
be doubled to relieve the spiritual wants of the prisoners. 

As I received no authentic account of the prisoners who passed 
through the ordeal of our prison, I could not venture to offer any 
opinion on the merits of the silent and separate system, as compared 
with other systems of prison discipline : you may, perhaps, form some 
idea of its working from the conduct of the Mountjoy prisoners in 
Spike Island. In forming an opinion on this subject, I would rely 
more on experience than on the speculations of theorists. I am fully 
convinced that very many leave us in excellent dispositions, but 
whether they may persevere, we must yet learn from their subsequent 
conduct. 

In order to effect tlie moral reformation of tlie inmates of our 
prison, it would he a most decided advantage to have them constantly 
and actively engaged at the trades, provided silence and separation 
could he maintained, and due allowance made for literary instruction * 
for, by constant application to their respective trades, they would 
acquire habits of industry, and a victory over sloth, which has worked 
the ruin of so many of them. I would prefer association to a system 
under which they are incessantly endeavouring to communicate 
with each other, and with success, whilst pretending the strictest 
regularity, blow, such a system of dissimulation is most injurious to 
their moral training j for sincerity and openness of character are virtues 
which convicts, in general, require to learn. I make these observa- 
tions not in a spirit of dissatisfaction with the manner in which the 
officers discharge their duties — no, for I am fully convinced they 
perform them with zeal and firmness • hut it is morally impossible for 
them to prevent the prisoners from communicating with each other 
according to present arrangements. When any superior officer enters 
basements B and D, silence and separation will be maintained during 
the few moments of his visit ; but it would be unreasonable to expect 
that separation could he constantly maintained, whilst every facility for 
communicating with each other is afforded by the circumstances of 
place and employment. 

Since my appointment, I have made it my constant study to discover 
the most effectual remedy for preventing crime, and have frequently 
asked myself, will not our Model Prison produce the great blessing of 
reforming the guilty, and deterring the evil disposed? But even 
though it would most fully accomplish, which it never will, the refor- 
mation of every one of our convicts, are we to rest quite satisfied with 
such results? Will there be enough then done to prevent crime? 
The criminal statistics of the country most evidently prove a lament- 
able state of society. To any person who calmly reflects on the social 
condition of Ireland, the number of persons seeking for confinement in 
gaols, or transportation j the appearance and conduct of the prisoners 
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themselves ; their antecedents ; and the distressing circumstances 
under which they committed the crimes for which they incurred the 
sentence of the law, no doubt will remain on his mind that the great 
remedy for crime in Ireland is to relieve the poverty of the country 
In my inmost soul I am firmly convinced that crime in Ireland springs 
from the distressed condition of the country, rather than the malice 
of the individual victims of the law. I have no hesitation in assertion- 
that if the vast sums of money at present expended in the punishment or 
prevention of crime, were expended in developing the resources of the 
country, and thus affording the people a means of subsistence we 
might close half our prisons. “ The proper end of human punish- 
ment,” says Paley,* “is not the satisfaction of justice, but the preven- 
tion of crimes. . . Now that, whatever it be, which is the 

cause and end of the punishment, ought, undoubtedly, to regulate the 
measure of its severity. . . . From the same consideration it 

also follows, that punishment ought not to be employed, much less 
rendered severe, when the crime can be prevented by any other means. 
Punishment is an evil to which the magistrate resorts only from its 
being necessary to the prevention of a greater. This necessity does 
not exist when the end may be obtained ; that is, when the public 
may he defended from the effects of the crime by any other 
expedient.” 

That crime iu Ireland springs from the poverty of the country 
appears manifest by many reasons. First, our own statistics go far to 
establish this proof ; for we see the vast majority of crimes are offences 
against property ; and, considering , the class of convicts with whom 
our prisons are filled, we see they were persons who had generally 
maintained a good character, until, by “the badness of the times,” to 
use their own expressions, they were tempted to crime. This may be 
seen by the following summary : — 



Convicted of Assault and Robbery, 

,, Burglary and Robbery, 

,, Attack on Dwelling, 

j) Highway Bobbery, . 

„ Horse Stealing, 

5 , Cattle „ 

>i Sheep ,, ... 

» Pig „ ... 

» Embezzlement, 

» Receiving Stolen Goods, 

»» Felonies not specified, 

m Larcenies, .... 

»» Killing Cattle, 

» ,, Sheep, 

>» Receiving Stolen Sheep, 

)> Stealing Fowl, 

»> ,, Asses. 

» Having Stolen Meat, 

>» Felony of Money, . 

>> Stealing Feathers, . 

>» Picking Pockets, 

>» Receiving Money under False Pretence, 
«* Stealing Meal, 

)> ,, from Workhouse, 

>> ,, a Plough, 

» Robbery from Person, 

j> Stealing Clothes, 



4 

150 



22 

195 

180 

9 

1 

12 

38 

145 

7 

6 

4 

4 

4 

4 

7 
1 

20 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

8 



Total number of offences against property, . 872 
Total number of Roman Catholic prisoners, . 970 
Deduct offences against property, . . 872 



Convicted for other offences, only 98 

* Book 6, c. 9. 
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Now, considering tlie dispositions and previous characters of these 
men, we may justly conclude that their crimes were more their misfor- 
tune than their fault. I do not mean to assert that none of these S72 
would have been convicted were they in better circumstances — no : but 
I confidently assert that the vast majority of them would never have 
become the victims of the law if they could have got employment. 

Secondly — Is not the statement of the Inspectors-General of Prisons, 
in their Report for .1849,* a most convincing argument to prove that the 
strongest incentives to crime in Ireland is the unparalleled distress of the 
country? I will here quote their own words : — 

“ The influence of the late famine in producing this lamentable in- 
crease of crime is shown in the following table, which exhibits the daily 
average of prisoners in the county gaols during the seven years pre- 
ceding 1847, the time at which the effects of the famine first became 
apparent, also during lhat and the two following years. The counties 
are arranged according to the proportionate increase in each ; and it 
will thus be seen at a glance which have been the greatest sufferers : — 



County Gaols. 


Average 

Daily 

Number 

for 

Seven 

Years, 

ending 

1846. 


Average 

Daily 

Number 

fur. 

1847-S-9 


I ncrease 
per 
Cent. 


County Gaols. 


Average 

Daily- 

Number 

v even 

Years, 

endiug 

1S46. 


Average j 
Daily 'Increase 
Number j per 
for | Cent. 
1817-3-9. | 

1 


Antrim, includ-1 








Wexford, 


96-57 


202-16; 109*34 


ing Belfast Ho. > 


215*91 


310-33 


43-73 


Leitrim, . 


94-35 


201 -45; 113-5 


of Correction, j 








Monaghan, 


9S-14 


2 12-33! 116-35 


Down, 


168-9 


261-66 


54 '92 


Carlow, . 


79-71 


175T» 116.4 


Dublin, . 


125-26 


210-66 


68-17 


Mavo, 


172-49 


401) "0 1 131-9 


Louth, 


65-8 


113-63 


69*65 


Tv rone, . 


107-18 


25(> " 138 ‘ha 


Cavan, 


1 16-52 


20S- 


78-51 


Kilkenny, 


97-36 


238" .144-45 


Wicklow, 


75-78 


142* 


87 -3S 


.Sligo, 


93-02 


235*05 152"6S 


Armagh, . 


126- 


239- 


89-68 


Fermanagh, . 


97-42 


*247-33 1 153-87 


Westmeath, 


116-28 


221-33 


90-34 


Roscommon, . 


105-28 


272-85,159-16 


Longford, 


IOU’14 


192-96 


92-69 


Waterford. 


80-14 


226 • 1182- 


Meath, 


85-48 


165*66 


93-80 


Tipnerarv ( 2 ? ao!a) 310-8 


881-3 1183*55 


Donegal, . 


81-07 


161-3 


98-96 


Clare, 


117-43 


364-33:210-25 


Londonderrv, . 


90-29 


180-52 


99-93 


Kerry, 


123-5 


415-5 1236-43 


Queen’s Countv, 


110-19 


223*33 102-67 


Gnlwav, . 


138-85 


475-33 242-33 


Kildare (2 gaols'), 


83 05 


170-54! 105-34 


Limerick, 


30-05 ! 


479-73 268-88 


King’s County, 


113-76 


234- ,105-69 


Cork, . . , 


242-85. 1099-66 1352-18| 



“ It must not, however, be inferred from this that the increase of 
crime in each place indicates the extent of the distress felt there — 
shoals of vagrants have been attracted from tbc pauperized districts to 
the more favoured localities, in the hope of obtaining relief. Of this 
the Report on the Gaol at Wexford offers a striking example, by which 
it appears that two-thirds of the prisoners confined there did not belong 
to that county. 

“ An increased supply of food, and the great exertions made to cul- 
tivate the land, may oppose some check to this tendency to crime ; but, 
in the meantime, the evil thus produced is so enormous as to threaten 
the total demoralization of the lower orders ; showing itself in the abo- 
lition of all distinction between right and wrong, and generating a 
habit of committing crimes, either for the sake of obtaining board and 
lodging in a gaol — where comfort, with a moderate degree of labour, 
tend to make the loss of liberty of comparatively little consequence — 
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or else for the remoter advantages of superior diet in the convict 
prisons, and the ultimate benefit of gratuitous emigration. That these 
motives are sufficiently powerful to induce not only those who are suf- 
fering from actual hunger to violate the law, but others, whose circum- 
stances are not such as to furnish them with a similar excuse, will be 
seeu in the following statement, communicated by the Governor of the 
County of Clare Gaol, at Ennis : — 

Cases op Convicts who Committed Crime for the purpose of being 
Transported. 

‘J. O’L., J. B., and M. M — These three men escaped from the work- 
house at Ennis during the night, -went to a gentleman’s field, made a 
lire in the middle of it, killed two of his sheep, roasted them, and eat 
as much as they could. The caretaker then came up to them, and they 
actually invited him to join them. The three men told me they did it 
for the purpose of being transported. 

‘ J. M., J. H., M. M., T. C., E. II., and P. B. went out of the Scariif 
workhouse during the night, and stole a cow ; and they told me after- 
wards that it was for the purpose of being transported that they did so. 
H. H. committed several crimes, and by some chance was not trans- 
ported ; she then committed arson, and told me afterwards that she did 
it for the purpose of providing well for herself and child iu a good 
country. Each of these persons, and numbers of others, told me they 
would be much better off when transported. They were content to 
suffer punishment for a specified time ; but they said they would then 
be in a country where they would have plenty to eat ; that here they 
could not earn as much as would feed them well, and if they remained 
in the workhouse they would not get it’ 

Cases of Convicts who Committed Crime eor the purpose of 
being Fed. 

‘ J. C. — Tliis man was committed for sheep-stealing, and sentenced 
to bo imprisoned for 12 months. He was ordered to be discharged 
before his time by the Lord Lieutenant, at the time when fever broke 
out in the gaol. Immediately on going out lie went and stole a sheep, 
and was hack again in the gaol the same night ; he was brought to 
trial for the offence, and the bills were ignored through some legal 
technicality, and he was discharged. He then went to the first field in 
which he saw a sheep, committed a similar offence, and actually drove 
the sheep through the town where the Assistant-Barrister was sitting ; 
he was then imprisoned for 12 months more. This man told me he 
had no object in view but to be fed ; that he was satisfied to undergo 
the punishment of a gaol for his feeding, until the times got better. 
I then asked wliy he did not go to the poorliouse ; he answered that 
it was all chance whether he got anything there or not, and that uuder 
any circumstances he would not get it for a couple of days. 

e J. M., convicted of larceny, and sentenced to 12 mouths’ imprison- 
ment. He had been iu the workhouse for some time, and was then 
placed on the out-door relief, and had no place to sleep ; so he commit- 
ted this crime for the purpose of coniine into gaol to be fed and lodged. 
This man had been iu gaol twice before, and be told me it was for the 
purpose of being fed. He says he will try to get into the poorhonse when 
he gets out; and if lie does not, he must do something to come back 
here : but be would not like to be transported, all be wanted was to be feu. 

C J. C., sentenced to 10 months’ imprisonment for pig-stealing. Ho 

made an application at the workhouse, and would not be admitted, as 
he did not belong to the union ; be then stole the pigs, in order to be 
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scut to gaol, that lie might he fed. He was formerly convicted for 
larceny, which he says lie also committed for the purpose of being sent 
to gaol and fed. 

£ J. 0., sentenced to 12 months’ imprisonment for stealing turnips ; 
says that he committed this crime knowing that if he succeeded he 
would have the turnips to eat. and if detected that lie would be sent to 
gaol, and there fed. He was charged with larceny before, which he 
also committed for the same purpose. 

f W. M., convicted for pig-stealing, and sentenced to 12 months 
imprisonment. — This man stole the pigs for the purpose of being fed ; 
lie says that when lie is discharged, in the course of two or three weeks, 
he must commit some crime, that he may be sent back to gaol again, 
or otherwise starve, if not taken into the poorhouse.’ 

“ Having received many similar representations from governors of 
other gaols, and more particularly with reference to the superiority of 
the gaol dietary over that used in the workhouses, in reducing the 
paupers, cither, in the first place, to choose a lodging in prison, or, 
after being received into the workhouse, to commit some outrage for 
the express purpose of being sent to gaol/’ &c. 

Lamentable state of society, where the habitation of tbe malefactor 
becomes the asylum of the destitute ! It is unnecessary to make any 
comment on the preceding statements to warrant the conclusion that 
crime in Ireland springs from poverty. 

Though the Report* of the Inspeetors-General of Prisons, for 1851, 
indicates a diminution of crime as compared with the four preceding 
years, yet it is fearful to contemplate the prevalence of crime— the 
consequence of pauperism — that exists in some counties, as exhibited 
in the following table : — 



Average Daily Number of Prisoners in the following County Gaols for 
Seven Years, ending 1S46, and for the Pour Years, ending 1850, and 
for the year 1851, with the increase per cent. : — 



County Gaol. 


Average 
Daily 
Number 
for Seven 
Years, 
entUisg 
1810. 


Average 
Daily 
Number 
for 1817, 
184S, IS 19, 
ISiO. 


Increase 

per 

Cent. 


Daily 0 
Number 
for 1851. 


Inereass 
P er . ! 
Cent. ; 


Queen’s County, . 


110-19 


239*50 


117*35 


256'00 


6-6.9 i 


Meath 


S.V4S 


175-49 


105-30 


iss-oo 


7-13 


Antrim, .... 


215-31 


292-83 


35-62 


318*00 


8-59 i 


Kilkenny, .... 


137-3(5 


236*50 


142-91 


2;;9-H0 


9-51 


Tipperarv, .... 


3IO-SO 


949*06 


205-36 


1091-87 


15’05 


Clare, 


1 17*43 


425-00 


261-92 


525-00 




Dublin, 


1*25-2(5 


222-62 


77-73 


283*00 


27-12 


Wexford, .... 


9:5*57 




135-44 


294-00 


29-30 


Waterford, .... 


80*14 


- 4 -- 3 


202 -2S 


326-00 


34-57 



The same Report states, that the gaols in the large towns and cities 
are still filled with beggars , vagrants from the country districts. Sir. 
Corry Comiellan makes the following remarkable observationf :■ — tc pre- 
vention being far more important than care, even the system of sepa- 
ration would be inadequate to stem the advancing tide of crime unless 
it be cut off at the source. Until, therefore, institutions are provided 
for the moral culture and industrial employment of the juveniles who, 
either from poverty, or the profligate example of their parents, have 

* Page 14. f Report of Inspeetors-General of Prisons, page 53. 
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no means of life but theft, and no education but instruction in rice, we 
may despair of reducing the fearful proportion which the}' bear — not 
less than one-fourth — to our whole criminal population, the aggregate of 
which, when adult, they continue to maintain under another category. 

In the same Report, p. 5G, he states of the Richmond Female Peni- 
tentiary — t; When we examine the number of committals for the whole 
year 1851, it will be seen that the schedule presents the sum of 13,330, 
being an excess of no less than 1,578 over a similar return supplied at 
the above period ; both these documents prove the common result, that 
larceny and mendicancy arc advancing with appalling rapidity. It is 
to be remarked — and it is an almost solitary indication of improvement 
— that there is a considerable decline in the amount of drunkenness, 
the numbers being diminished by 312.” 

City of Cork Gaol. — In the same Report, p. 1G2, the Inspector- 
General states — The increase in the numbers confined is attributed to 
the crowds of beggars which infest the city, being more than double 
what it was at the same period last year ; aud, as I was told, scarcely 
any of them belong to the Cork district.” 

County of Kerry Gaol, p. 174. — “ This return exhibits an immense 
increase over the number at the last inspection, and a more wretched 
crowd of human beings cannot well be conceived.” P. 177 — “ Unfor- 
tunately it presented a melancholy picture from overcrowding, produced 
in a great degree by the great distress that prevails throughout the 
country.” 

Gaol at Naas, p. 181 . — “ The great majority of inale prisoners 
consisted of vagrants from the surrounding counties, and hardened and 
incorrigible characters from the city.” 

Kilkenny Gaol, p. 192. — “A great proportion of the prisoners do 
not belong to the town, but are strangers from the neighbouring dis- 
tricts ” 



County of Waterford Gaol, p. 215 . — <e A large proportion of the 
inmates being imprisoned for vagrancy and petty larcenies.” 

County of Limerick Gaol, p. 198. — “ I lament to state, that the 
crowded state of this prison gives an additional proof to those already 
put forward, that the gaol is considered, and sought after, by the desti- 
tute classes as a refuge from the workhouse ; and notwithstanding that 
the dietary had been reduced, so as to bring it on a level with the latter 
in certain cases, yet there were nearly 150 of this class confined here 
on the day of my inspection, be'sides vagrants and beggars.” 

This evil is felt not only in Ireland, but in many gaols of England, 
Scotland, and Wales : — 

. London Prisons, p. 303. — “ More than half the population of the 

in toSa. OTS Borou § h ^ ao1 in Liverpool is Irish, and the same proportion will hold 
good of nearly all the prisons in Lancaster at this moment.” Pp- 310, 
311-j “ One of the causes which now operate to swell the returns is 
the influx of pauper Irish— a class hitherto unknown in the prison 
population — who refuse to give information which might enable the 
overseers of the parish to return them to their own homes, in order 
that they may he sent to prison, where they know they are sure to 
find shelter, food, warmth, and clothes. And this evil may not unrea- 
sonably - he expected to augment. The increase of 1848 took place 
wholly in the summary committals.” 

Therefore, we can most satisfactorily conclude, that the pauperism of 
Ireland is the cause of its crimes ; and" this conclusion is now generally 
admitted.* Hence, if we wish to stop the current of crime, we must dry 



"Minutes of Committee of Council on Education, 1847-8, vol. 2, p. 308: 
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up the source. But it will be objected — The remedy would be too 
costly — it would drain the Treasury to relieve the poverty of Ireland.” 
This is my answer to the objection — If the sums of money at present 
expended for the prevention of crime, and relieving distress, were 
expended in developing the resources of the country, and giving 
encouragement to labour, we would remove the cause of crime, and 
make the country happy. Now let us calmly consider the amount of 
money expended by the punishment and prevention of crime, and the 
relieving of distress in Ireland, and we will make our calculations for 
1850. I will not take into the calculation the amount of property 
destroyed by criminals, although this amount must have been very 
considerable, for vast numbers of guilty persons escape the punishmeut 
of the law; in fact the criminal statistics of the country give us only 
an idea of the amount of undetected guilt : — 

£ s. d. 

The Expenditure of all the Gaols* in Ireland in lSjO was, 102,963 6 11 
,, ,, Bridewells,! „ 8,173 13 1 

,, ,, Government Prisons! ,, 53,223 S 10 

,, ,, Constabulary, § ,, 562, 1S3 14 6£ 

, , , , Belief of tbe poor for six months 

ending 3 1st March, 1850, was 
Jfc'G58,173,|| which doubled 
gives, 1,316,350 0 O 
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Two millions sterling per annum expended partly to punish and 
partly to perpetuate the misery of Ireland ! Add to this the sums 
expended in sending convicts to the colonies ; the cost of building new 
prisons ; the expenses entailed on the prisons in England by Irish 
paupers, and the many other losses resulting from crime, and what will 
be the amount? Has Ireland no resources undeveloped in which this 
money could he usefully expended ? — or is the labour of so many able- 
bodied men confined in prisons and workhouses unavailing for any use- 
ful purpose ? Now, I may be asked, what would support the above 
institutions if the money expended on them were converted to other 
even very laudable purposes 1 My answer is, that if this money were 
judiciously laid out in giving useful and remunerative employment, in 
the course of a few years poverty, with its attendant train of vices, 
would disappear, and the penal institutions of the country Avould, in a 
great degree, become limited in extent and expenditure. 

The system of Poor Laws will never effectually relieve the misery 
of the country. Of these it has been expressively said — “ It is feeding 
a hungry cat with its own tail.” It' the poor have only the means of 
supporting life, they would never enter a workhouse ; many, as we 
have seen, prefer prisons, and not a few even death itself to them. 
The indolence naturally generated in poorhouses is completely destruc- 
tive of all habits of industry, for the idle as well as the industrious 
must be supported alike. These indolent habits, so prejudicial to the 
best interests of society, are learned by the youth. No public institu- 
tion, however well conducted, can supply the want of parental care ; 
for the vigilance, counsel, and authority of parents, are indispensable 
to the moral, industrious, and religious training of youth. Though the 
system of Poor Laws in this country has not had time to develop all 
the evils with which it is fraught, we may form some idea of their 

* Report of Inspectors-Geueral of Prisons, 1851, p. 15. t Ibid. 

+ Government Prisons’ Report, 1850 ; summary facing p. 152. 

§ Thom's Directory, 1852, p. 180. 

| Third Annual Report of the Poor Law Commissioners, p. 8. 
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working from tlie picture which the workhouses in England exhibit. 
I will quote the words of a Chaplain of one of those institutions : — 

“ During the time I have been Chaplain to this union, now twelve 
years, I do not remember more than two or three instances of girls 
from the school who have conducted themselves well, and remained in 
their places of service ; many, no doubt, I have altogether lost sight 
of ; hut many, I am sorry to say, when they have been provided with 
places, almost immediately return to tlie workhouse ; or, what is worse, 
they take to abandoned courses, as our streets, at night, hut too fully 
testify, and become utterly lost. These, periodically, enter the house, 
and serve as a sort of nest-egg of corruption and contamination to 
others. It is probable that some of the boys may have turned out well. 
I do not remember, however, more than two ; whilst, I grieve to say, 
that no less than seven, after undergoing various degrees of punishment, 
for thefts and other offences, were transported. This is a melancholy 
tale to tell ; but I see no end of it so long as the present incomplete 
system of workhouse education is pursued.”* 

Individual exertion is absolutely necessary to the well-being of 
society. To make men industrious, you must ■place them under the 
necessity of working, and at the same time hold out a premium to 
the deserving. These two principles are destroyed by the poorhouso 
system, as it provides for the slothful as well as the active, though in 
the impoverished state of the country they are a necessary evil. 

By removing the poverty of Ireland, we would, to a great extent, 
prevent transportation, which at present is not considered, in most 
cases, by convicts, as a punishment. They say — “ I lost my character, 
and therefore could get no employment, and what use would liberty be 
to me ?” I am sure you would not meet with five convicts out of every 
twenty who would not prefer transportation to remaining in their 
county gaol during the period of their sentences. Hence, a punish- 
ment, originally intended as one of the strong'est restraints on the 
wicked, is, by the miseries of Ireland, become an incentive to crime. 

By relieving the distressed, the services of the constabulary, though 
at^ present most necessary for the peace and security of the country, 
might, in the course of a few years, he very considerably diminished ; 
for, by creating prosperity, you would create mutual confidence and 
good feeling, and make every member of society take an interest in 
maintaining the laws under a paternal government. We would be 
under the necessity of expending a considerable amount of money for 
a few years; but this extra expenditure would, in ten years, free the 
country from the distress which at present paralyzes her industry, and 
demoralizes her people. A government which has generously expended 
so many millions to abolish the odious slave trade," can not be insensible 
to the appalliug miseries which oppress Ireland. For who can cal- 
culate the amount of social evils which result from crime.- — Illegal aud 
demoralizing combinations, such as ilibbonism, an evil which all true 
lovers of peace, security, and religion, must feelingly deplore ; and 
such evils, in one shape or other, will be the inevitable consequence of 
distress such as Ireland suffers. Extreme want gnaws the heart of her 
social happiness and prosperity. Encourage native industry, and de- 
velop the resources of the country, and the Irish will become a moral, 
orderly, united, and happy people. 

In conclusion, I beg to make a few observations concerning the 
treatment of prisoners whilst detained in the county gaols. To effect 
the moral reformation of criminals, we must consider the different 

* Mr. Ruddock’s Report on Pauper Education, p. GS 
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characters we have to deal with. Some are led into crime by the evil 
example of their parents ; and others, by being deprived of parental 
care at an early age ; some, after committing crimes for years, are at 
length arrested by the arm of the law; and these three classes are 
generally very reckless. Many also are, as it were, forced into crime 
by poverty. These four classes require very different treatment 
The three first — self-willed, and hardened in guilt — are to be reformed 
by undergoing the strictest discipline ; such persons are restrained 
from crime by terror rather than a sense of duty. If they are not 
terrified in prison at their first committal, the gaol will become their 
homes ; hence the silent system, rigidly enforced, would be a most 
effectual restraint on such characters. Before trial they should he sub- 
jected to the ordeal of the separate system ; besides inspiring them 
with salutary terror, it would preserve the unhappy creatures from the 
contagion of bad example. It might appear severe to subject them to 
such discipline before they are found guilty ; hut I think the good of 
society, and the spiritual and temporal interests of the prisoners them- 
selves, would justify such a course. Before trial, also, they should re- 
ceive both literary and religious instruction. Thus the solitude and 
severity of the prison would make them reflect on the spiritual and 
temporal consequences of their crimes, and, with the grace of God, 
work their moral reformation. 

I would, finally, beg to direct special attention to the remedies 
which, in my opinion, are the most effectual to stem the onward current 
of crime and demoralization which threatens to inundate the country ; 
for unless something be done to alleviate the distressed conditionof 
Ireland, we may, at no very distant period, have, even more than at 
present, to deplore the terrific consequences of crime resulting from 
destitution, so forcibly described by Paley* : — “ Where, ” says he, “ the 
sources of subsistence fail by which the inhabitants of the country 
are supported, the country itself will be deserted ; and, beside the dis- 
tress and poverty which the loss of employment produces to the indus- 
trious ami valuable part of the existing community, a rapid depopula- 
tion must take place, each generation becoming less numerous than 
the last, till solitude and barrenness overspread the land — till a desola- 
tion similar to what prevails in many countries in Asia (which were 
once the most civilized and frequented parts of the world) succeed in 
the place of crowded cities, cultivated fields, and happy and well- 
peopled regions.” 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, your most obedient humble servant, 
Heal M'Cabf, 11. C. Chaplain. 

H. Hitchins, Esq. 

Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 



Copy of Despatch from Lieutenant-Governor Sir W. Denison 
to Earl Grey. 

Van Piemen's Land, Government House, 
May 6, 18-51. 

My Loud, — I have the honour to report the arrival, on the 19th 
ultimo, of the ship “London,” with 285 male convicts from Ireland; 
288 embarked originally, three, as particularized in the enclosed 
schedule, having died on the passage. 

I forward herewith the journal j and report of the Religious Instructor, 
the Very Rev. Dr. Geogliegan, and I deem it right to draw your lord- 

* Book 6, c. 9. t Too bulky to be printed. 



Mount j or 
Government 
Prison. 

Roman Catholic, 

Chaplain's 

licjiort. 



Separation 

committal. 



Despatch from 
Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of Van 
Diemen’s Land 
to Earl Grey. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Mount joy 
Government 
■ Prison. 

Despatch. 



Report of Reu- 
nions Instructor 
of the ship 
“ London." 



Irish ticket- of- 
leave convicts. 



72 Annual Report of the Inspector 

ship’s attention to the representations therein contained, as to the small 
advancement made in their secular education by a great number of 
those who had been committed to his spiritual charge; and I regret to 
state, in reference to the whole of the convicts, that they are rot' with 
few exceptions, likely, for some time, to become any benefit as la- 
bourers, having no energy or inclination for labour of any description ; 
indeed, to such an extent have I found them disqualified for private 
service, that I have in several cases placed them on public works for a 
short period, with a view of giving them some notion of the labour 
which they ought to perform. 

I have also to draw your lordship’s attention to the very small pro- 
portion of mechanics amongst the convicts recently arrived, a deficiency 
which has compelled me to sustain the expense incidental to the em- 
ploying of hired mechanics in erecting various buildings required by 
the convict service. 

I have the satisfaction to add, that the Master and Surgeon-Superin- 
tendent appear to have paid due attention to their respective duties. 

I have, ike., 

(Signed) W. Dexisox. 

The Right Hon. Earl Grey, (to. 



Refori of the Very Reverend Dr. Geoghegan, Religious 
Instructor on board Ship “ London.” 

On hoard the Convict Ship “London," 
Dement River, Hobartown, March 19, 1851. 

. n -1 liave t h; ,onol,r to transmit t0 you, through his Excellency 
T^T- Ve f° 1 ' ? f 7? n , 1> ' emen ’ s La ud, for the information of the 
leu euant of Ireland and ihc Irish Government, the notes of 
my spiritual charge over the prisoners of the convict ship “London," 
unng ei passage to Hobartown. As the services of my assistant, 
Geoghegan (not yet in priest’s orders), were either 
? ,P ai / ^°» or a portion of the higher acts of my own ministry — 
, oi revity sake, have been noted conjointly as a whole, under 
our respective signatures. 

_J? he n ° t?S i 7, emsel ™ s nm y not present so technical a detail as, 
, be e ^pected from lay gentlemen : they are a simple 
■ rnrfoo P w ^ t0 f °k place every day in our department, as amply 
° -n i •+ 9 ^ j e 3S . 10na du fics and confidence of our sacred office could 
; and ’ ij 1 connexion with the remarks which I beg to 
of “ S P , apei ’ J 1 Lumbl y conceive, afford a satisfactory account 

of our proceedings and experience during the voyage. 

In vo a 1G instructl °n and care of the prisoners will he seen to 
'™ e 7 mucb their secular education ; yet the latter has 

y A ° a '!- ed t0 e f ga S® 0M serious attention. J 
tiou for °^ a P ldson ''-hip — the want of looal accommoda- 

„lji * j +1 p ai1 a school for so many persons, aud so variedly cuu- 
S 7^ interruptions from weatheL-from the working of the 
U f a ^ 10US mcidental to the management of the pri- 
tion could no+^v! at obvi ons, that our opportunities for secular instruc- 
readino-- n, t 6 ex ff! lded heyond the simple exercises of spelling and 
wholIvVin ] ^-d 1 } 1 . ucb w ^tli less successful results towards the 

intioifof +? dUCa - tef ' ® es ! des > 1 regret to say, that on a careful exami- 
" e I™™™ mdlvlduall .yy found their spelling and reading 
y below the amount of proficiency ascribed to them in the 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




oj Government Prisons in Ireland . 73 

returns from the Monntjoy Prison. This left our choice of monitors 
very scanty ; few of those chosen could be rated passable teachers of 
the common rudiments of spelling and reading ; and although we at- 
tempted to relieve this deficiency in some degree, by forming a moni- 
tors’. class, to be held out of school hours, various unavoidable inter- 
ruptions rendered it so inoperative, that long since we ceased to calcu- 
late on it at all. Nevertheless the monitors, especially the three 
inspecting monitors, were willing, earnest, and, as far as could be ex- 
pected, serviceable ; and I have specially recommended their exertions 
to the Surgeon-Superintendent, in order to their being brought under 
the indulgent consideration of the Colonial Government. 

As to the rest of the meD — some were barely able to communicate 
themselves in the English language ; the minds of others, through want 
of early culture, were inflexible to the imperfect teaching we could 
give them ; but, on the whole, they were submissive and attentive at 
their classes, and by our final examination we find that in most cases 
they have improved. 

A. far more favourable opportunity opened for our services in the 
religious instruction and pastoral care of the prisoners. In these we 
rested almost the entire hope of our usefulness. Our mode of proceed- 
ing embraced a series of religious exercises, accommodated to the cir- 
cumstances of the prisoners, and directed by our own constant inter- 
course with them, so as to bring the influences of religion in gradual, 
but ultimately iu minute detail, before each person, according to the 
particular requirements of his case. We took them in the simple divi- 
sion of their ship-messes, instructing and exhorting them in so many 
several little classes ; from the class we descended to each member of 
it, by a separate individual treatment, until we judged him in disposi- 
tions to approach those spiritual duties, which liis faith prescribes to 
him as the securest means of correcting and keeping his heart. At the 
same time it is proper to observe, that the approach to these last-named 
spiritual duties was not only made facile, but guarded with the most 
perfect freedom, leaving to each person the option of approaching or 
not, without attracting praise or censure, or, indeed, any other notice, 
in case of absence, but the private expostulations and entreaties of his 
clergyman. As often as time and our numbers permitted, this course 
has been repeated, and up to the present very few have neglected to 
yield themselves to our ministrations. 

The humane and enlightened views happily beginning to prevail, 
which uphold the principle of moral reformation as the chief legitimate 
object of convict punishment, must always facilitate tlic appliances of 
religion to that unfortunate condition ; its aid was not unfelt in the 
case of the prisoners under my spiritual charge. It is most gratifying 
to me to be able to state how generally they have acknowledged the 
good change of sentiment produced in them, by the separate moral 
treatment pursued at the Mountjoy prison. I regret that they had not 
a longer experience of its beneficial courses before their embarkation. 

But while it is my pleasing office to bear this testimony, I have just 
as much to deplore in the deteriorating effects of their sudden transi- 
tion from that treatment to the prison-ship, the very nature of which 
suggests a treatment so much the reverse, and where so many difficul- 
ties are to be encountered to that process of reform, which the former 
system had begun to operate in their favour. I need scarcely urge the 
notion of evil so obviously resulting from sudden association and un- 
restrained interchange of recollections and feelings, in the narrow con- 
fines of a prison-ship, between nearly three hundred persons of such 
unhappy antecedents, as opposed to the wholesome separation From 
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■which they had been only just released. To have maintained, in so 
rapid and great a change, a continuation of the advantage they were 
justly supposed to derive from a separate treatment, required an appro- 
priate, gradual preparation. This became apparent a few days after 
they began to associate indiscriminately; so many elements of moral 
weakness thus thrown together, could scarcely fail to react more or less 
against their acquired steadiness ; and we had the pain to witness in 
many of them a growing restlessness and inconstancy of purpose — too 
often the indications of relapse — which needed our utmost vigiiauce and 
exertions to arrest. 

Throughout the voyage, indeed, we ceased not to impress on them 
the expediency of narrowing their conversations, die., as far as they 
were able, to their respective messes, as a means of checking this de- 
teriorating, promiscuous intercourse ; but we were fully sensible of the 
greatness of the temptation to the contrary in the natural sympathy, 
arising from the similarity of their position, and rendered here more 
active by reason of their late separation. However, the real difficulty 
ol our counsel lay in its being unsupported by a previous training ; and 
we dared not insist on it by the use of any power, which, urged in this 
difficult case, might weaken our influence in enforcing the higher au- 
thority of positive laws. When the messes segregated themselves, 
according to our recommendation, and several did so from time to time, 
we were able to observe how well they escaped trouble, and how con- 
scious they themselves were of the usefulness of the precaution. This 
experiment, partial though it has been, convinces me, that such a 
segregation is quite practicable on board ship, and that a timely pre- 
paration, made on this plan, would form a beneficial break between 
the separate treatment of the prison, the peculiar discipline and 
dangers of the prison-ship, and the more enlarged scope of their after 
destination in the colony. 

The preparation might he easily effected a mouth or six weeks prior 
to embarkation, by assorting the prisoners into their future messes, 
and by allowing them a certain amount of supervised friendly inter- 
course every day, with a view to their knowing, and being led to feel 
an interest in each other, as well as to their being trained to limit their 
subsequent intercourse, as far as practicable on board, each one to his 
own messmates. Such preparatory messes would afford a safe test of 
the fitness of prisoners for release from the restraints of separate treat- 
ment, and save many of them from deterioration, by delaying their ex- 
posure to the action of the prison-ship, until they were found able to 
bear it. Here, also, they might be prepared for the discipline and 
manual duties of the ship (washing, tidiness, &c.), which otherwise 
must be learned and performed on hoard, with much interruption to 
the regulations, a.nd cost to their own tempers and retrieved characters. 
Glasses and monitors could be likewise arranged ; good tempered, 
managing men should be appointed captains of the messes, as they can 
contribute largely to the comfort and order of their messmates ; in fine, 
the training beforehand of the simple ship-mess, possessing as it does, 
in its berthing, provisioning, domestic offices, companionship, itc., manv 
of the leading features of a small separate family, and therefore so well 
adapted to segregation, would supply to the minister of religion a com- 
piehensive instrument for the prevention and direction of the pri- 
soners’ conduct through the long and trying ordeal of the voyage. 

The precautions for safe custody — against mutiny — the stringent 
order of discipline, which the highest experience has found indispensa- 
ble for the government of a prison on the high seas, as well as a pro- 
per consideration of the nature of my own office, dictate the propriety 
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of restraining my opinions with regard to tlie slip-management. Yet I 
deem it my duty here to bring to notice one arrangement connected 
■with tliis department, which acts most prejudicially on the prisoners. 
I refer to the appointment of a convict constabulary, with authority 
large and imperative as that hitherto held over the prisoners by free 
warders, selected for character, and trained to a humane and discreet 
exercise of their office. From my experience of convicts so circum- 
stanced, I am enabled to know liow odious their authority is to their 
fellow-prisoners, and how much it tends to elicit feelings on both sides 
subversive of the right notions of justice and subordination. Indeed, 
when the uprightness and discretion necessary for the discharge of this 
important trust are duly considered, I think it impossible not to fear 
for its integrity, as much as for its respectability in such hands. For 
this evil there appears to be but one remedj' — the substitution of free 
warders. One chief, and three or four assistants, for such a ship as 
the c ‘ London, would suffice. Of course, several prisoners should still 
be employed in the minor management, but they need be no more than 
servants or sentinels, under the vigilant direction of the warders. The 
expense of the change would not he considerable, as suitable persons 
might be easily procured for the office, in consideration of a comfort- 
able passage, and a small gratuity to take them from the penal settle- 
ment to some of the free colonies, if they desired it. The gratuity 
could be withheld to the termination of the voyage, as a gnarrantee 
for the fulfilment of their obligations. 

These observations apply specially to the separate system of treat- 
ment, as distinguishing the Mountjoy from other prisons. I oiler 
them as a fair explanation of whatever disappointment may be found 
in the prisoners sent from that establishment to this ship ; and I 
believe them also to be a satisfactory answer to any argument assumed 
therefrom, against the utility, expense, or continuation of that excellent 
system. The error of such an argument rests in the mistake, which 
supposes the prison-ship to be a competent test of such a system, 
whereas it is, on the contrary, the difficulty with which the system has 
to contend. A more suitable preparation in the system for the ship, 
and a greater adaptation of the ship-management to the system, would, 
however, adjust the difficulty. 

On review of the entire complexion of the prisoners’ moral conduct, 
since they came under 'our spiritual guidance, if I have to regret many 
unthrifty habits, ebullitions of temper, and offences against the ship- 
regulations, thank God, I have to mourn over few approaches to moral 
turpitude. My conscientious belief, before God and my country, is, 
that they have availed themselves sincerely of the advantages of reli- 
gion, with which the Government mercifully supplied them ; nor is 
that benefit to be estimated only by their improvement, but as well by 
their prevention from evils, to which there is pressing temptations in 
the prison- ship. Not impeccable, several of them may yield to new 
temptations, and relapse ; but although this were unhappily to take 
place, still would I earnestly implore the Irish Executive not to suffer 
the discouraging event to interrupt its benignity, in continuing the 
merciful opportunities of their religion to the unfortunate Irish Roman 
Catholic convicts, passing through the dangerous ordeal of a prison- 
.ship. There is a dark, afflicting history of the prison-ship to warn ns, 
that the most stringent and well-devised external discipline has failed 
to prevent the contamination of such a commixture, or to impede those 
horrors which annihilate the majesty of human nature to its mere 
animal form. Religion alone can reach the heart, where the good 
■work is to be done. So much, even, would be a rich reward for the 
mercies of a Christian government. 
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As to ourselves — in tlie very commencement of our undertaking we 
sought the inspirations of earnest and most tender solicitude for the 
poor prisoners, and so we have endeavoured to labour in our duty; 
now, at its close, we part from those poor objects of our care, filled with 
increased tenderness towards them, and grateful for their affectionate 
prayers. God only can give the increase. 

Towards the Surgeon-Superintendent I have to express a thaukful 
sense of the consideration and facility with which he has kindly aided 
us in the discharge of our duties ; nor may I omit to mention the sin- 
cerity of our own endeavours to maintain, by our teaching and exam- 
ple, a scrupulous deference for his authority and regulations, as the 
civil magistrate. I am, however, far from thinking, that the rules laid 
down by the Admiralty for the guidance of the religious instruction of 
the prisoners, are conducive to this becoming and advantageous reci- 
procation, unless it may be in the case of lay instructors, for whom 
they are evidently framed. To a lawfully ordained and appointed 
clergyman of our church they are very objectionable, and, if enforced, 
would put a serious impediment to the free and useful exercise of his 
sacred functions. 

The voyage has afforded me a practical opportunity of examining 
those instructions, and I am perfectly convinced of the wisdom which 
withheld the application of them in the instance of my own spiritual 
charge. Humbly trusting that a similar sound policy may accompany 
future appointments, and submitting, that the term “Religious In- 
structor,” applied iu differently to the layman and clergyman, does not 
properly designate the latter, or give him his competent position with 
either the officers or prisoners of the ship. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your humble, faithful servant, 

P. B. Geoghegan, Vicar-General , Melbourne. 

II. Hite /tins, Esq., 

Inspector-General of Government Prisons . 



Letter on foregoing. 

Government Prisons ’ Of ice , Dublin Castle, 
November 22, 1851. 

^ have had the honour of receiving, and now beg to return, the 
despatches marked in the margin, relative to the convicts embarked 
in the ship “ London,” with tickets-of-leave. 

1. The “want of energy,” and the consequent “disinclination” to 
laboui^ referred to by Sir W. Denison (though perhaps in some degree 
traceable to the circumstances of their having been transferred to the 
ship directly from. Mountjoy prison, without previous detention in 
association), are mainly to be attributed to the physical debasement of 
the lower orders in this country, the result of the famine, a fact pain- 
rally DMifested at present in every depot in Ireland, and to which 
His Excellency s attention has not infrequently been drawn in select- 
mg convicts for removal to Bermuda and other colonies set apart for 
their distribution in labour gangs; and on this point I would beg to 
refer His Excellency to my minute of the 8th September, 1850, also 
to Report on Government Prisons, pages 14, 15, and 77. 
u _*'* j regards . the small number of mechanics deported in the 
London, rendering it necessary to complete some public buildings in 
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the colony by hired labour, I beg to observe, that by no possible device 
known to this department (except at a vast cost for staff, «fcc.), is it 
practicable to communicate mechanical knowledge under the “separate” 
system, to an extent, or in any degree qualifying convicts for the works 
adverted to by Sir W. Denison. But even if possible, it was not at- 
tempted (except in a few cases) ; for, in conformity with the practice 
pursued in the English prisons, and from the necessity of the case, the 
industrial training of Mountjoy is almost exclusively confined to 
“ manufactures.” 

On referring, moreover, to the list of exiles sent from England, it 
will, I believe, be found, that the number of prisoners *• receiving me- 
chanic instruction ” in Pentonville, and deported thence, does not exceed 
the average number of mechanics sent in the “London,” instructed in 
Mountjoy; the difference between the English and Irish convicts being 
this— that one-third of the English prisoners were mechanics before 
conviction. Thus out of 777 prisoners received into Pentonville during 
the past year, 246 were mechanics on admission, and 13 only being of 
“no trade;” while out of the 034 convicts admitted into Mountjoy, 23 
only were acquainted with any mechanical trade. 

3. As regards the difference between the actual and reported educa- 
tional progress of the prisoners, I am unable to offer any satisfactory 
explanation, except this, that Dr. Geoghegan (having had no experience 
in school details) may have adopted too high a standard in estimating 
the comparative advancement of the prisoners, without making suffi- 
cient allowance for their being almost wholly of the very lowest class, 
and of limited understanding, die. This solution is the more possible, 
as Dr. Geoghegan appears to have attempted to carry on the prison 
school on the Lancasterian plan, by means of monitors, reserving to 
himself and assistant the superintendence only, — a plan practicable, 
perhaps, in the case of “juveniles,” with a very limited amount of in- 
formation, but wholly impossible in the present instance, as requiring 
a combination rarely found in adults of the convict class, and who, 
until recently, were wholly uninstructed. 

As I am not yet in possession of the journal, I am unablejto say at what 
period the schools on board were commenced, or what allowance should 
be made for the interval between their opening on ship-board, and the 
departure of the prisoners from Mountjoy Prison. 

Under ordinary circumstances I should not have had recourse to 
these suggestive explanations, but assumed that Dr. Geogliegan’s opi- 
nions were strictly correct; but I am precluded from this, inasmuch as 
previous to the embarkation of the prisoners, under a feeling of mis- 
trust, I called on the Chaplain to verify the school reports bv actual 
observations, and, in conjunction with them, I personally examined 
many of the prisoners, and feel bound to state that we found few, if 
any, discrepancies, and these were amended in Dr. Geoghegan’s list. 

I have given every attention to the other matters adverted to by 
Dr. Geoghegan, but they do not appear to call for any observation 
from me at present. 

I have, &c., 

(Signed) H. Hitchins. 

Sir T. Red in gton, K. C. B . , die. 
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Mountjoy-street , November 21, 1851. 
My Dear Sir, — I recollect examining a portion of the prisoners who 
were sent by the ship “ London,” and in some instances differing from 
the school returns as at first drawn up ; but, to the best of my recollec- 
tion, the few changes in the returns which I suggested were made, and 
the final report was then verified, so far as my knowledge of the men’s 
proficiency extended. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed) Gibson Black, a ,m., 

II. Eitchms , Esq. Chaplain. 



Instructions as 
to convicts re- 
moved to second 
stage of discip- 
line, on public 
works. 



Instructions issued to Governor of Spike Island Prison, as to 
treatment of Prisoners removed from Mountjoy Prison. 

Government Prisons’ Office, 
May 10, 1851. 

Sir, — I have to direct your particular notice to the class of convicts, 
75 in number, sent to Spike Island from Mount joy Prison, by the steam- 
ship “ Albert.” 

These prisoners have been kept in separate confinement for periods 
varying from ten to fourteen months, and are now to enter on their 
second and probationary course of discipline. It is of importance, 
therefore, to seenro for them the utmost possible care and attention, 
not only as on their conduct will depend their future disposal, but as 
the results will tend also to show the success or failure of the separate 
system, as carried out in Mountjoy depot. I need not point out the 
advantage of continuing to them the religious and moral training to 
which for the last twelve months they have been subjected; and, under 
this impression, I have only to direct the special attention of the 
Chaplains to the point, and that they he requested to furnish you with 
an early report as to their general character and deportment. 

As regards their discipline and employment, I have to desire that, 
under no pretext whatever, are these prisoners to be allowed to com- 
municate, directly or indirectly, with the other convicts on the island; 
and no ground of public utility, or otherwise, can be allowed to inteiv 
fere with this rule ; and an order to this effect should be promulgated 
to the officers of the prison. Some difficulty may at first he experi- 
enced in selecting works which will not bring them more or less in 
contact with others ; but I feel satisfied, that you will be enabled to 
carry this regulation into full effect. 

It is also expedient to select discreet and trustworthy officers to 
superintend them, who will make a daily entry of the proceedings of each 
party, and report to you at the end of every week, as to the behaviour 
of each individual. It will also he desirable to continue to them the 
school exercises, and some arrangement must be made which will 
enable the schoolmaster to do this, without interfering with their general 
duties on the public works. 

In placing these prisoners under your personal and particular care, 
I trust that I shall have conferred on them advantages in no way 
inferior to those they have hitherto enjoyed in Mountjoy PrisOB. 



I am, &c., 

The Governor, Spike Island Prison. 



H. HlTCHlX3r 
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The limited accommodation of this prison, its insecurity, and Report. 
its unfavourable position have been fully set forth in my former 
Reports, and, as these evils are irremediable, the outlay on the 
Building Account has been limited to the due maintenance of Accoiumoda- 
the premises, in fact— except to this extent— any further ex- 
penditure would only be a waste of public money. During the 
past year some alterations in the sewerage have been effected, 
and the guard-house rebuilt. 

The state of the buildings is satisfactory. 

Conduct of Officers. — The conduct of the officers has, in oseera. 
genera], been good ; but so long as they are necessitated to 
reside without the prison walls, instances of irregularity will 
anse, and the discipline of the depot be more or less disturbed. 

Moral and Religious Training. — This department is under System of 
the conduct and charge of the Chaplains, to whose Reports I beg tralmD £- 
to refer His Excellency. 

The resignation of the Roman Catholic Chaplain, and the 
recent appointment of his successor, has prevented my being 
furnished with the usual annual Report from the gentleman 
now holding that office. 

The school classes are well conducted, but the instruction is Education, 
limited almost wholly to juveniles. 

Industrial Training.— I am not aware of any prison labom-- Trades, 
ing under the disadvantages arising from want of room, in which 
greater progress is made in this respect ; and I willingly bear 
testimony to the zeal and ability of Mr. Good, the Deputy- 
Governor and Master of Works. The ordinary prison trades 
are carried on here, and large exports are made to England 
and the colonies. The prisoners are, however, principally 
employed in matmating, shoemaking, tailoring, &c. : their pro- 
ducts bear high prices in the markets, testifying to the atten- 
tion of the officers and the diligence of the convicts. Weaving 
has been discontinued, and the clothing for the prisoners is 
manufactured in Jlountjoy. 

The account carried to the credit of the public, for the past 
year, has amounted to £044 17s. 7 d. ■ ■ 

The health of the convicts has, during the past year, been Health, 
good. The Report of the Medical Officer is annexed. The 
change of dietary, adverted to in my last Report, has main- 
tained the favourable opinion originally entertained of it, and 
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Smitrfielb Dr. Brady considers “its variety” as having had a favourable 
Prison. effect upon the general health of the prisoners. 

Report. General Observations. — The favourable opinion which may 

General he formed of the internal economy of this prison, is the result 
of the diligence and ability of its Governor, who has been em- 
ployed in the convict branch of the public service for thirty-six 
years; and Mr. Lamb’s personal attention to his duties has 
gone far to counteract the unfavourable results which would 
have arisen in a depot in which even ordinary classification is a 
work of difficulty. 

In fact, Smithfield Prison is more suited to the purposes of 
temporary detention than to permanent occupation by pri- 
soners convicted of the highest offences, and under rule of 
transportation ; and it is important, in viewing the general 
results of the system pursued here, to recollect, while no 
exertion is wanting on the part of the prison officers to give 
full effect to the rules and regulations of the service, detention, 
in this depot, cannot be in any degree deterrent, but that it is 
(as all other prisons under such circumstances must be) less a 
prison than a workhouse under strict discipline. 

May, 1S52, 



G overnor't 
Rtport. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 



Smithfield Government Prism, 
April 12th, 1852. 

SiRj-yl have the honour to submit my Report for 1851, which is one 
of a series of thirty- seven years, for which period I have been engaged 
in the management of convicts, and, in laying this before you, Sir, per- 
mit me to express tbe great pleasure it affords me to note, since the 
commencement of my introduction into this service, tbe vast improve- 
ment which has taken place in the disposition and demeanour of con- 
victs. In former days (comparatively speaking) they were more like 
wild beasts than human creatures — ferocious aud ungovernable' — kept 
in order only by military force — hated and hating one another; at 
present they are tractable, obedient, and industrious. 

Officers. In my observations for the past year I have to state, that the officers 

of this prison were attentive, and performed their duties satisfactorily. 
The greater number are tradesmen, and act in the double capacity of 
warders and trades' instructors, which causes a saving to Government — 
not being necessitated to employ persons to instruct the convicts in 
different branches of trade. 

Good conduct of The convicts conducted themselves in an orderly and creditable 
the prisoners, manner, and I have had hut little occasion to resort to punishment. 
Trades’ returns. The manufacture return exhibits progressive improvement in amount 
of work^ executed, sales, and increasing profits accruing therefrom. 
Except in hospital there is not a single individual prisoner unem- 
ployed; and it has been pleasant to observe with what avidity and 
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cheerfulness they performed the tasks allotted to them. Permit me Skithfield 
fnrther to observe, that the small gratuity allowed convicts, for amount Government 
of labour performed, holds out encouragement, and is a great stimulus PaisoN - 
to close application and industrious habits. " Corel’s 

The juvenile classes, besides learning useful trades, spend a great Report. 
portion of every day at school, under the indefatigable supervision of Juvenile Class, 
the Chaplains and superintendence of the schoolmaster. Many of them 
have made great proficiency, and are conversant with the higher rules 
in arithmetic, &c. It is truly gratifying to be in a position to report 
the quiet and orderly demeanour of all classes, old and young, and their 
attention to religious duties. 

p ray Report I submitted the necessity of enlarged accommoda- Trades’ 
tion for workshops and stores, and how such could he accomplished, accommodation, 
which I respectfully beg may be taken into consideration. 

The statistics are also submitted herewith. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient, humble servant, 

John Lamb, Governor. 

1 o Inspector-General of Government Prisons, 

Dublin Castle. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed and dis- siatMic, 
December 3l’’la01 ° n0 yCar ’ c0Iumcncil, S y 1, and ending 



1st January, 1851. in custodv. 

Committed from County Gaols, 

> , Spike Island, . 

5 , Mount joy, 

>> Newgate’, 

,, Kilnminlmm, . 

f Provost, 1 9 \ 

From -I Mountjoy, 1 L Military, 

(Newgate, l) 

Committed for the year ended Dec. 31, 1851 



. 323 

197 
9 
93 
42 
6 

21 



3(18 



HOW DISPOSED OF. 

Removed to County Gaols, 

,, Spike Island, . [ 

,, Mountjoy, 

,, Newgate, 

3 3 Convict Ship, “Bride,” 

?> , “Blenheim,” 

Discharged, sentence commuted, 

Died, 



105 

126 

24 

36 

20 

6 



Remaining in custody, December 31, 1851 



CONVICTED. 



In 1846, 




1 


>, 1847, 




. 5 


>. 1848, 




. 18 


» 1849, 




- 51 


„ 1850, 




. 83 


3, 1851, 




. 210 
368 



AGE. 

lOyrs. & under 14, 



14 


,, 


1 fa, 


15 


16 


,, 


18, 


3S 


18 


„ 


20, 


80 


20 


,, 


30, 


158 


30 


,, 


40, 


43 


40 


,, 


50, 


21 


50 




60, 


11 








368 



304 ' 

SENTENCES. 

7 years, 

10 ,, 

12 „ 

14 ,, 

15 „ 

Life, . 



Roman Catholics, 
! Protestants, . 

! Presbyterians, 



F 



1G3 

158 

1 

10 

22 

14 

368 

ISO 
72 
1 fa- 

368 
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Smith-field 

Government 

Prison. Arson, 

Assault anil Robbery, 

Governor's Assault with intent to Rob, 

Report. Assault with intent to Kill, 

Statistics. Assault, ..... 

Assaulting a Dwelling, 
Administering Poison with intent 

to Kill, 

Abduction, .... 

Burglary, 

Burglary and Robbery, 

Burglary and Whiteboyism, 
Burglary and Larceny, 

Bestiality 

Coining, 

Cattle Stealing 

Cow Stealing, .... 
Embezzlement, .... 

Forgery, 

Felony, 

Felony of Post Office Letter, 
Grievous Assault, u , 

Highway Robbery, . 

Horse Stealing, .... 
House Breaking, 

Killing Sheep 

Larceny 

,, from House, . 

,, „ Shop, . 

,, ,, the Person, . 



CRIMES. 



4 

3 

4 
1 
1 
1 

1 

] 

35 
34 

1 

5 
1 
1 

12 

36 
1 
1 
7 
1 
1 

17 

5 

5 

1 

53 



Larceny, of Money, . 

,, of Fowl, . . j 

Murder, " 

Manslaughter, .... 
Malicious Assault, 

Obtaining Goods under false pre- 
tences, 

Perjury, 

Pig Stealing, . . . [ 

Rape, . . . . 

Robbery * 

Robbery from Dwelling, . 

Riot and Assault, 

Receiving ami having Stolen Goods 
in possession, 

Sheep Stealing, 

Stealing W earing Apparel, ! 

Vagrancy, 



4 



1 

1 

1 

(> 

4 

fi 

1 

12 

31 

6 

3 



347 

MILITARY. 

Desertion, 

Desertion and making away with 
Necessaries, &c., &c., . . g 

Insubordination, Drunkenness, ’ 

&c., &c., ..... 2 

Violence to Superior Officers, &c., io 



Committed, 368 



Teacher's Report of Smithfield Government School, for the Tear ending 

December 31, 1851. 

The total number of Convicts in attendance at School, during the year 

was . . . • . . • . .350 

The average number of Convicts who were in daily attendance at School, 

during the year, was 

The number of Convicts who were occasionally at School, but who were 
chiefly employed at Trades, Mat-making, or only a short period in 

Prison (in Smithfield), was 

Many of the latter number made some progress in their respective classes. 



Sde C ‘“' 7 Classification and Proficiency of Convicts, for the Year 1851, 



| No. of Classes. 1 


Classes. 


.5 

o 

-a 

s , 

& 


Advanced through early j 

Spoiling. ; 


a 

= sc 

If 

| 

< 


Advanced through Reading I 
and Writing. j 


1 ° 

2 g 

i o 
53 g 

'g’a 
1 = 
< 


Advanced through tho Rule 
of Three or Proportion. 


2 = 
■< 


Occasionally in 
Attendance at 
School— but 
chiefly 


z 


At Trades. 


S 

t: 

K 

< 


t.1 
.= £ 

o 


1 


Commenced the } 


























Alphabet. . 


75 


24 


40 


10 


- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


1 


75 




Early Spelling, 


67 




32 


16 
















3 


Early Reading, 


113 


_ 




44 


12 














4 


Reading & Writing, 


66 


_ 


_ 




14 


9 


9 










5 


Simple Rules in ( 


























Arithmetic, \ 


-- 




- 


- 


- 


8 


4 


2 


6 






6 


Rule of Proportion) 


























or Rule of Three, jT 














7 


1 


~ 




8 


- 


Total, . 


351 


24 


72 


70 


27 


10 


13 


34 


52 


49 


351 



January, 1852. ' . J. G. OTm, Teacher 
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PROTESTANT CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

Smithfield Government Prison, Febmarij, 1852. 

During the past year tliis prison lias been constantly foil, the average 
number of prisoners generally amounting to 300 j of these about one- 
sixth are Protestants, a proportion which is at once accounted for by 
the fact, that Newgate Government Prison is exclusively used, for 
Roman Catholics, and, therefore, all the Protestants among aliont 500 
convicts, who are confined in those two prisons, are to be found in this 
prison alone. 

Independent of the Sabbath services, I generally visit the prison three 
times in every week ; and the excellent arrangement you made in 1850, 
of sotting apart a room wherein the Chaplain can see and converse with 
prisoners privately, I have found to have been productive of the most 
beneficial results. It is the result of my experience (and I have been 
for twenty-two years a prison Chaplain), that religions instruction given 
in class to a number together, seldom impresses the minds of prisoners 
if not followed up by that private application of it which brings it 
home individually to each. When a number assemble together for 
the purpose, the head of each may be instructed, while the heart is 
utterly unaffected. Each requires to be taught liow the general in- 
struction he receives, in common with others, should be best applied to 
the peculiar circumstances of his own case and state of mind ; and thus 
he learns, not only to realize the truths he has heard in the public 
services, but, also, to be prepared to receive and apply to himself what 
he shall thenceforward hear in common with others. 

The excellent supply of books you favoured us with, early in the last 
year, contributed in a great degree to briDg the minds of the prisoners 
to a state favourable for reflection. And I am more aud more con- 
vinced, by every additional year’s experience, that nothing conduces 
more to improve their moral feelings, and to call into active exercise 
their mental energies, than the devoted attention which is here paid to 
the keeping them constantly engaged in industrial employments ; in 
fact, to the excellent system here pursued, I cannot but attribute the very 
great improvement in the moral condition of a large proportion of the 
prisoners, to which 1 can bear testimony ; while it is my privilege to be 
able to add, that upon minds thus prepared, and mental energies thus 
called into exercise, religious instruction has, in very many instances, 
been most remarkably successful. It seems to me undesirable to men- 
tion the different cases, or to name individuals, or I could detail instances 
in which there was indeed great cause to rejoice over souls turned from 
darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. I may state, 
that a clergymau of this city, one of much observation, who officiated 
for me on two or three Sundays, during my absence from Dublin, was 
so struck by the anxious looks and demeanour of most of the prisoners, 
during divine service, that, on my return, he remarked to me that he 
wished lie could see the same interest and attention exhibited by the 
congregation in his own parish church. 

If, then, we are to judge of a system by its fruits, I am convinced 
that carried on iu this prison is one on which we may confidently 
look for the Divine blessing. Already have I been gladdened by the 
acknowledgments of many, that here they first learned those truths, 
the ignorance of which had originally led them into crime, and who 
have expressed tlieir thankfulness that, instead of having been ent off 
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in their sins, or left at liberty to pursue their evil courses, they ha- 
been cheeked in their career of crime, and placed under the system and 
the instruction which, while here, they felt it a privilege to enjoy. 



Thomas R. Shore, Chaplain, 



II. Hitchins, Esq., 

Inspector of Government Prisons in Ireland. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHAPLAIN’S REPORT. 

SmitJtfield Government Prison, May, 1852. 

It gives me much pleasure to furnish the Annual Report from Smith- 
field Government Prison. If there has been little of incident or peculiar 
interest during the year, there has not been a single instance, as far as 
known to me, of insubordination or criminal conduct calling for special 
punishment, on the part of the men under my care, while the govern- 
ment and general management of the depot have been conducted with 
the usual ability, attention, and kindness that characterize those that 
preside over its affairs. Although the prison lias been generally full, 
during the year, order and harmony, with submission, and a gratifying 
measure of contentment, have prevailed among the convicts. 

The men intrusted to my charge have been, as heretofore, with few 
exceptions, able to read with greater or less fluency, which enabled 
them, 1 trust, to profit by the perusal of those religious and moral 
books that have been distributed among them. They have been regular 
and decorous, in a high degree, in attending upon divine service, and 
upon those more private instructions and exhortations addressed to 
them, during the week, in the Chaplain’s room. Regarding several of 
them during the past year, I can express, with confidence and satisfac- 
tion, from those private conversations and otherwise, my conviction 
that they have not only been morally improved during their imprison- 
ment, hut have been decidedly under the influence of the purifying 
truth of the Word of God. It has been no unusual thing for them to 
inform me, with much earnestness of manner, that they never had clear 
views nor an impressive sense of the Gospel of Jesus Christ until they 
came within the walls of the prison. And regarding some whom I 
might mention, there has been no evidence, by impropriety of conduct 
(but quite tbe reverse), to gainsay the truth and sincerity of their 
professions of a salutary change, and of earnest concern for past mis- 
conduct. 

Yet must it be admitted and deplored, that the influence of moral 
and spiritual means for the improvement of, at least, some of the men 
under my care, Las been often seriously counteracted by their indis- 
criminate commingling with others of far different views and character; 
and complaints of this kind have been frequently made to me by indi- 
viduals who have seemed to feel this as a great grievance. But while 
this evil cannot, perhaps, from the very construction of the prison, and 
the system necessarily pursued in it, be altogether remedied, it has 
been greatly mitigated by the prompt attention and judicious measures 
of the officers to whom the maintenance of the prison discipline is 
intrusted. 

It is pleasing to report that the quality of the food used in the depot 
has, in general, been excellent during the year, and that the amount of 
sickness has not been great. I have reason to hope, from evidence 
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Smith field supplied by visits to tbe hospital,, that this form of affliction viz. 
— disease, has, by the Divine blessing, been profitable to those who' have 
_1_1* been called to endure it, in cherishing a spirit of submission to the will 
Presbyterian of God, and in yielding some of the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 
Chaplain's Finally, it is my pleasing duty to record, that every thing relating 
xei>or ' to the inspection, government, and administration of the depot, during 
the year, has been to me, in my official connexion with the prison, per- 
fectly satisfactory. 

William Wilson, Presbyterian Chaplain. 



Medical MEDICAL ATTENDANT’S REPORT. 

Attendant's 

Report. Sin — I beg leave to submit the Annual Report on the sanitary 

state of Smithfield Government Prison, for the year 1851, and have 
the pleasure of being able to refer to it as affording satisfactory evidence 
of a marked improvement in the health of the convicts. 

Tbe following is a general statement of the movement in the hospital 
of the prison during the year: — 



Numerical state Number of patients in hospital, January 1, 1851, from former year, 29 

of the Hospital. Number admitted since, to December 31, inclusive, . . .416 

445 

Number remaining in hospital, January 1, 1852, . . . 34 



411 



Of these there have beeu cured, 357 

Died, 9 

Transferred to Spike Island Depot, 35 

„ Newgate Prison, 3 

Discharged (sentence commuted), 7 



411 



Tbe subjoined table presents a specification of tlie diseases with 
which the patients admitted, during the year, were affected. 



Table of 
Diseases. 



TABLE 1. 



Intermittent Never (Ague), . 1 

Relapse Never, .... 27 

Simple Continued Never, . . 13 

Influenza, 42 

Bronchitis, 38 

Catarrh, 56 

Inflammation of Lungs (Pleuritis), 4 
Inflammation of Heart (Pericar- 

. ditis), 2 

Pulmonary Consumption, . . 23 

Hemoptysis (spitting of blood), 1 
Asthma, . . . . . 2 

Erysipelas, . . . , ' . 2 

Dysentery, 3 

Diarrhoea, ... . .36 

Rheumatism, .... 14 



Neuralgic pains, 

Chrouic Disease of Heart, . 


. 15 


4 


Chronic Disease of Kidneys, 


1 


Dropsy, .... 


3 


Dyspepsia 


. 24 


Epilepsy, . . _ 


. 7 


Ophthalmia, 


. 16 


Scrofulous Diseases, . 


. 41 


Venereal Diseases, 


. 5 


Itch, 


. 16 


Piles, 


4 


Dislocation of Patella, 


1 


Sprains, .... 


. 7 


Infirm Persons, . 


8 

416 



It may he necessary to remark, with reference to these tables, that a 
great many of the patients having been admitted to hospital several 
times during the year, for different affections, the number 41 G, which 
expresses the number of cases of sickness that occurred, does not re- 
present the number of individuals affected, which was much less; the 
total number of individuals admitted to tbe hospital being 231, or about 
33 per cent, of the population of the prison, in. the year. 
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It should be also observed that many of tlio cases admitted — as Smithfield 
those registered under the heads, catarrh or common cold, dyspepsia, Government 
ire. — were ailments of slight character, requiring, in general, only two RL " Q N ‘ 
or three days’ residence in hospital for their cure, and such indeed as,' Medical 
in other circumstances , would be scarcely regarded as requiring relief AitemlnnC s 
in hospital. There cannot, however, be a doubt, that this is the most Re i nrt ' 
judicious course to adopt in a convict prison. It might be sufficient to 
state, that in this way many attacks of sickness are cut short by a few 
days’ rest in hospital on restricted diet, which might have become 
serious if the patient were left exposed to the ordinary prison dis- 
cipline ; but, I may add, that I find this a most convenient mode of 
counteracting and checking the practice of malingering , which, as well 
on medical as on moral grounds, it is of the utmost importance to put 
an end to in an establishment of this kind. 

1 may remark, also, that by this means the extern cases of sickness 
come to be quite insiguificant. 

The following table exhibits the ages, the dates of committal to 
Smithfield, of admission to hospital, and of death, the duration of resi- 
dence in hospital, and the diseases of the patients that died. 

Table of 
Deaths. 



A comparison of these returns with the statistics of the hospital for 
some years past will show that considerable improvement has taken 
place iu the sanitary state of the prison. 

Thus there has been, last year, a striking diminution in the actual Diminution in 
mortality. The number of deaths, iu about the same average prison popu- the number of 
lation, which amounted to 32 in 1849, and to 27 in 1850, was only 9 in ^ eatIls ' 
1851, being a decrease of two-thirds on 1850, and of nearly three-fourths 
on 1849. It will he seen, also, that of 3(56 cases treated to a termination 
in the past year, 357 recovered, and 9 died, a mortality rather less than 
per cent. ; whereas the mortality on the cases treated in hospital in 
1 849, was nearly 1 3 per cent., and in 1 850 was 8 per cent. These favour- 
able results are the more remarkable from the circumstance that the 
year 1850 was unusually healthy, in Dublin (as was observed in my 
former Report), while 1851, on the contrary, must be regarded as 
rather a sickly period. Fever, influenza, and inflammatory diseases of 
the chest prevailed, to some extent, in the prison, as they did through- 
out the city, generally, but no death occurred in the prison from these 
diseases. No death, indeed, occurred from any acute affection. And 
this fact may fairly he considered as more conclusive evidence of im- 
provement in the general health of the prisoners than even the 
diminished mortality itself. All the deaths were caused by chronic 
disease of long standing — all, indeed, by consumption, a malady which 



TABLE II. 



1 

« 

£ 


i| 


< 


Date of 
committal to 
Smithlicld. 


Date or admission 
to Hospital. 


Date of death. 


i~ 


l'israsi. 


5836 

.51184 

4501 

5079 

8070 

4009 

0191 

6195 

6-2-24 


P. C. 
”J. N. 
D. H. 
P. J. 
T. U. 
M. K. 
T. L. 
T. D. 
J.J.M. 


22 

26 

34 

52 

41 

31 

19 

10 

26 


Jan. 2, 1851, 
Oct. 22, 1849, 
May 24, „ 

Oct. 27, „ 
Ap. 28, 1851, 
Nov. 4, 1848, 
June 12, 1851, 

Aug. 13, „ 


Jan. 2, 1851. 
Peb. 31, „ 
Feb. 24, „ 
April 2, „ 
April 28, „ 
May 13, „ 
June 12, „ 

Aug. 19, „ 


Feb. 6, 1851, 
Aug. 5, „ 
June 10, „ 
July 6, „ 
June 27, „ 
July 8, „ 

July 28, „ 
July 1 3, „ 
Sep. 28, „ 


3.5 

165 

10(7 

95 

60 

56 

46 

31 

40 


Pulmonary 
’ consumption. 
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Medical 

Attendant's 

Report. 



Smithfield I hare reason to consider as, in ordinary circumstances, the main non 
G °Pwson ENT of the mortality in convict prisons. atlSe 

— . ‘ The higli mortality of 184S-49 and 50, unquestionably resulted from 

many of the prisoners, committed in those years, being completely 
broken down by destitution, sickness, and previous confinement. It was 
to he expected, and, indeed, had been anticipated in my Report for 1850 
that there would be a considerable decrease of such cases in 1851 and* 
in consequence, a corresponding decrease in the mortality. That this 
class of cases, however, still continues to swell the mortality of the 
prison will be obvious on inspection of the preceding table of deaths 
from which it appears that more than half the mortality of the year 
occurred in persons committed here labouring under incurable disease 
four of the fatal cases having been taken into hospital the day they 
arrived, and a fifth being admitted six days after his committal. It 
may also he remarked, with respect to the four remaining fatal cas^s 
that they were prisoners who, at the time of their death, had been 
from two to three years in confinement, and thus belonging to the class 
whose health had suffered more or less in the famine and fever years 
had gradually sunk from the effects of prolonged imprisonment on en- 
feebled constitutions. _ I regret to add, that it must be expected that 
this class of convicts will, for some years more, continue to augment the 
ordinary mortality of the convict prisons. 

The only disease of the past year that appears to require any special 
notice here, is fever, of which there were 40 eases. They were, for the 
most part, of a mild character, though some of the relapse cases were 
severe and tedious. None of the prisoners were attacked with typhus 
fever, but one of the turnkeys had this disease in its worst form • lie 
made a good recovery, but was detained in hospital for some weeks by 
a gangrenous bed sore which occurred on his heel during the fever 
Another of the turnkeys and a servant, in the prison, had relapse fever 
in a very severe form j they recovered. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 



Fever Cases. 



H. Hitch iiis, Esq., 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 



Yours faithfully, 

Thomas Bradv. 
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NEWGATE GOVERNMENT PRISON. New<ut E 

Government 

Prison. 

This building baring been transferred to the Government by Eepart. 
the City of Dublin Grand July, his been converted, by the em- 
ployment of convict labour, into a commodious, well ventilated 
prison, now capable of accommodating 280 convicts, at an 
expense of comparatively trifling amount. 

Buildings .— The buildings consist of two large squares, enclos- Buildings, 
ing an area within each suited for airing grounds. The cells 
amount to 66 ; the average size of each, nine feet by ten feet 
six inches ; the whole traversed by a passage running through- 
out the prison. 

The cells and passages are lighted with gas, at a reasonable 
annual cost, affording at all times of the night abundant oppor- 
tunity for inspection, by a warder, who continually patrols the 
corridors. 

There is a constant supply of water. Hitherto the absence 
of baths lias been compensated by “temporary wasli-liouses 
but these essentials to the health and cleanliness of the pri- 
soners are in course of being established upon a small scale — 
the available space not admitting of any extensive plan. 

The premises are in good and substantial repair. The bos- stale of repair, 
pital accommodation, however, seems to call for addition to the 
number of rooms ; but as this branch of the prison arrangement 
lias been consolidated with Smithfield, under the able and judi- 
cious direction of Dr. Brady, any special or peculiar cases are 
immediately transferred to the Smithfield hospital. 

Great attention has been paid to the sewerage of this prison, 
which is excellent, aud the results now manifest themselves in 
the continued good health of the convicts. 

Serious inconvenience arises here from the absence of stores, 
causing great hut unavoidable injury to the manufactured goods. 

This evil can, however, only he remedied by obtaining addi- 
tional accommodation without the prison. 

The chapel, though small, is well ventilated ; and Mr.M'Cami, 
the Chaplain, expresses himself satisfied with the arrangements. 

Conduct of Officers . — The conduct of officers has been, with Conduct of 
an exception, satisfactory. The delicate health of the Deputy- offic " s - 
Governor, Mr. Beatty, and his increasing infirmities, seemed to 
call for his removal; and as that gentleman had served for 
several years as Governor of the hulk, “ Surprise,” and was in 
receipt of a suitable superannuation allowance, I was enabled 
to effect the necessary changes without personal inconvenience 
to Mr. Beatty, and with great advantage to the prison. He 
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Newgate has been succeeded by Mr. Hogreve, who, having been for some 
Prison'' years intrusted with several important and confidential offices 
Report. has trough* to his duties here the highest testimonials of cha- 
racter and efficiency. 

The office of Master of Works lias boon abolished, and the 
duties transferred to the Deputy-Governor. Two additional 
Trades’ Instructors have been appointed, and this increase to 
the staff cannot fail of having a beneficial effect on the indus- 
trial arrangements of the prison. 

Trades m opera- Industrial Training . — The prisoners not employed in fittin«- 
up the prison are chiefly occupied in making mats, shoes and 
in tailoring ; some few have been instructed in carpenters’ work 
and have made good progress. Their labour has been wholly 
applied to the prison alterations. 

The results will he found set forth in the tables annexed to 
this Report. The amount realized would have been far greater, 
had not each convict, on having attained a certain amount of 
mechanical knowledge, been immediately transferred to Mount- 

joy — in fact, just as his labour would have become profitable 

an arrangement rendered necessary by the difficulties incidental 
to the separate system, in communicating elementary instruc- 
tion of any kind, but tending to reduce the manufacturing 
profits of Newgate. 

Continued good Health of the Convicts . — The health of the convicts has been 
prisoners. tlw good, attributable to the. regularity of exercise, constant em- 
ployment, and to the sufficient ventilation of the cells. The 
medical attendant considers it unnecessary to incur any outlay 
in erecting heating apparatus, and fires are placed only in three 
small day-rooms and the cook-houses. It should bo borne in 
mind, however, that the construction of this depot is old and 
massive ; the walls of extraordinary thickness ; and being tho- 
roughly drained, with a free current of air circulating through 
the corridors, the temperature of the whole prison rarely falls 
below a certain point, while the same causes operate ill summer 
to produce a cool and temperate atmosphere. 

Tie dieturj. One of the causes which affect beneficially the health of the 
convicts, is the dietary in use in this prison, similar to that at 
Smithfield. This mixed diet has been found to be well calcu- 
lated to secure a good state of health, though it does not appear 
to me to be sufficient in prisons such as Spike Island, where 
hard labour is carried on. In Newgate, however, it has been 
found quite adapted to the character of the prison employment; 
and, from its varied character, possesses many advantages over 
that formerly in use there. 

The dietary in use will he found annexed. 
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Moral and Religious Training. — The moral training of the Newgate 
prisoners is under the exclusive charge of the Rev. Mr. M‘Cann, G °p®^ Ejrr 
R.C.C., who is unremitting in his duties. Orders have been — 
given for supplying some useful and entertaining works for the RlJj0rt ‘ 
prisoners, as suggested by him. 

The school has been conducted by turnkey schoolmaster Education. 
Hickey ; each prisoner is taught for one hour a-day, and to the 
younger class a larger amount of time is devoted. The im- 
pediments, however, to this branch of prison service, referred 
to in my Report for 1850, still exist. 

General Observations . — This prison presents a satisfactory Results of con- 
proof of what may be done by convict labour, in fitting up a L • u * 
building accommodation for prisoners, and in reducing the public 
expenditure. Under the guidance of a single mason instructor, 
solid and substantial walls have been erected, arches turned, and 
sewers built, by prisoners, who, until their conviction, were wholly 
ignorant of any kind of work except mere labour, while the 
cost of wages has not only been saved, but all the other ex- 
penses incidental to designing and superintendence of public 
works. 

This species of labour being <e out-door,” appears far more 
suited to the Irish convict than any mechanical industry which 
is sedentary, and in-door. It certainly tends to the health of 
the convicts, while they are less discontented and unhappy 
under such circumstances. 

In another part of my Report I have referred to the proposed 
establishment of an agricultural prison ; and the success of the 
experiment in Newgate will show that the more expensive de- 
tails of such a plan can be mastered, and suitable buildings 
provided on moderate terms, by a similar application of convict 
labour. In conclusion, I would observe, that in looking at this 
prison, it must not be considered as possessing all the ordinary 
requisites of a first-rate establishment. It is only clean, and 
well ventilated; the works plain, yet neatly executed; and 
being suited for the detention of 280 convicts, who are kept 
here under circumstances not unfavourable to discipline and 
industrial training, is, to this extent, and on account of the 
moderate cost of its repairs, entitled to much commendation. 

Government Prisons' Office, 

Dublin Castle, Mag, 1852. 
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the school. 



Newgate 

G pS EKI GOVERNOR'S REPORT. 

Governor's 

Report- Newgate Government Prison, April 12 ■ jg^j 

Sm— In compliance with the instructions contained in your letter 
I have the honour to forward my Report for the Newgate Governmml 
Prison, for the year ended December 31, 1851. “ 

In doing so I have little of material import to which I can advert 
and shall confine myself to as brief a statement as possible on the 
topics incidental to prison management, the. 

The Building .— On reference to my Report for the year ended De 
cumber 31, 1850, it will be seen that I adverted to the very dilapidated" 
state of this prison, and the increased accommodation and permanent 
improvements which would he probably accomplished durinv the en 
suing year. ° 

Accommodation The prison is now capable of containing 280 convicts, and the inte 
rior arrangements, the., have progressed most favourably The venti" 
lation and sewerage are perfect ; and, considering the many difficulties 
which had to be encountered where building operations were beiiw 
carried on in a narrow compass, and in bad weather, the prison is very 
clean, regularly conducted, and in good order. 3 

In a very short space of time I trust to he in a position to report a 
further increase m the accommodation, and that the prison will be male 
available for tlie reception of 300 convicts. 

The working of The School — This department lias, for a portion of this year, been 
conducted well and diligently by Mr. Despard ; but in consequence of 
his increased labours in the bakery, it was deemed expedient to employ 
Mr. Hickey, the schoolmaster at Richmond, to superintend the pri- 
soners education. The school classes in this, as compared with tlfo«e 
in other prisons, will appear small, which is to bo accounted for by the 
fact of there being a large number of old men confined here for some 
time, who were incapable of profiting by instruction, but whom it 
is proposed to draft to other prisons when convenient. Those who 
have attended school evince a disposition to learn, and many of them 
have profited considerably by the instruction which they ha ve received 
since admission. Mr. Hickey’s Report, and a table indicating the 
progressive improvement of the convicts, I beg to forward herewith. 

Industrial Department — The imperfect state of the building, conse- 
quent on repairs and necessary alterations, lias for some time operated 
materially against the effectual carrying on of this most important 
branch of prison management ; hut notwithstanding the difficulties 
llfuZr* 0 *' '"■I c t ° 1 be eucountere d, a very fair share of profit has been de- 
rn ed from the manufacture of mats, slioemaking, tailoring, tin work, 
and brush-making while the alterations in the prison have been effected 
mainly by conyict labour, at a comparatively trifling cost. Two large 
rooms are now in course of preparation as a weaving department, where 
it is proposed to place twenty looms for the manufacture of friezes and 
linens lor consumption in the convict service. 

Conduct of Prisoners — The convicts have, on the whole, been re- 
markably well conducted ; few punishments have been inflicted, while 
cases ot insubordination have rarely occurred. They seem ready and 
wi ing cheerfully to perform any task imposed on them, and are 
obedient and respectful to their officers. 

The Bakery .— Until the month of May the supply of bread from the 
bakery was confined to the requirements of this prison alone, and until 



Conduct of the 
prisoners. 



The bakerv. 
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the months of May and June it was not in full operation, at which Newgate 
dates the supplies were extended to Smithfield, Richmond, and Grange- 
gorman prisons. The annexed bakery account will show the particulars . — 1' 

of expenditure, <fcc., and the amount realized during the year on the Gorervor's 
labour of eight prisoners. qoii. 

General Observations . — On looking at this prison in all its details, and 
considering its disadvantages of construction, and the ruinous and 
dilapidated condition in which it was given over to this department, I 
trust you will deem the improvements, in so short a space of time, to 
have been satisfactorily, rapidly, and economically executed, the in- 
dustrial training progressing favourably, and the general arrangements 
and discipline good. 

The conduct of the officers during the past year has been good; they Conduct of the 
have been indefatigable in their exertions for the well-being of the officers, 
establishment 

Forms, showing the disposal of convicts, classification of crimes for 
which convicted, sentences, (fee., (fee., are annexed for your information. 

I have the honour to be. Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

John Lamb, Governor. 

To the Inspector of Government Prisons. 



Statement of the Number of Convicts in custody, committed and dis- 

posed of, &c., for one year, commencing January 1, and ending ° y e ' 
December 31, 1851. 



1st January, 1851, in custody, .... 180 

Committed from County Gaols, . . . 154 

,, Mount joy, . . . . 113 

,, Smithfield, .... 24 

,, Ennis 30 

,, Spike Island, ... 60 

Committed for the year ended Dec. 31, 1851, 387 — 567 

HOW DISPOSED OP. 

Removed to County Gaols, .... 25 

,, Spike Island, . . - - 116 

,, Mountjoy, 97 

,, Smithfield, 43 

Convict Ship, “Bride,” 11 

,, “Blenheim,” . • • • 10 

,, “Rodney,’’ .... 5 

Discharged, sentence commuted, ... 4 



Remaining in custody, December 31, 1851, 



CONVICTED. 



In 1846, 




1 


„ 1847, 




8 


,, 1848, 




27 


„ 1849, 




. 95 


,, 1850, 




. 139 


,, 1851, 




. 117 
387 



AGE. 

lOyrs. & under 14, 


2 


14 


16, 


14 


16 


20, 


161 


20 


30, 


148 


30 


40, 


34 


40 


, ao, 


20 


50 


, 60, 


8 



238 

SENTENCE 

7 years, 

10 „ 

12 „ 

14 „ 

15 ,, 

Life, . 

387 

Roman Catholics, 3 SO 

Protestants, . . 7 

387 



Convictions, 
Q 04 a S ea ’ sentl;ni -' es - 
160 
2 
3 
17 
1 
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Newgate 
Government 
Prison. Arson, 



Governor's 
Report. 
Statistics. 
Table of 
o lienees. 



Robbery from Person, 

Sheep Stealing, . 

Cow Stealing, . 

Burglary, . 

Forgery 1 

Whiteboy Offence, Biot, ami Assault, 2 
Highway Robbery, . v 

Uttering Forged Notes, 

Having in possession Base Coin 
and Moulds, . 

Stealing Wearing Apparel 
Grievous Assault, 

Burglary and Robbery, 

Housebreaking and Larceny. 

Receiving Stolen Goods, 

„ Money, 

Robbery, . 

Entering a Dwelling, 

Burglary and Felony, 

Vagrancy, 



Rape, 

Killing Sheep, 

Assault and Robbery, " ' 
Stealing Potatoes, 

Horse Stealing, 

Coining, 

Housebreaking, 

Cattle Stealing, . 

Burglary and Felony, 
Conspiracy and Riot, 

Perjury, . 

Robbery from Dwelling, 
Having Coining Instruments in 
possession. 

Violence to Superior Officers, 

9 Bestiality, . 

1 Ass Stealing, 

8 I Felony, 

1 Larceny, 

4 



Bakery account. Bakery Account, Year ending December 31, 1851. 



1851. 
Jan. 1, 
Fob. 4, 
April 22, 
May 8 , 

July 21, 
August, 
Sept. 



Dr. £ 

To Stock on hand, . . so 

,, Pim, Brothers, Flour, . 9 

„ O’Farrell A: Sons, Graves, 0 
,, English, Son, ami Wilson, 
Flour, . . . .33 

„ P. A. Black, Flour, 3 G 1 

,, Grofrc and Co., do. 44 

„ Joseph Wilson, do. 9 

„ Philip Dovriinjr, do. 41 

,, Stewart, Kerr, «& Co., do. 130 

„ Graves, Holbrook, and 

Co., Bran, ... 3 

,, Thomas Leicester, Flour, 643 
„ Jas. Woolouglian, Barm, 41 
,, T. L. Synnott, Carriage 
of Broad, . . ” 

„ J. &z J. Carpenter, Cart- 
age of Flour, 

,, Thomas Tully, do., 

„ Bakers’ Wages, 

,, Steam Packet Company, 
Freight of Flour, 

Fuel, .... 

„ Salt, .... 
Balance, being profit on 
Prisoners’ labour, 



12 8 
12 0 
15 8 



67 



17 



10 0 
2 G 
0 0 

15 6 
8 0 
19 9 

11 3-jj 



£1,062 12 0 .}| 



Cr. 

By Bread and Flour supplied to New- 
gate Government Prison, . . r> 

i> ,, Smithfield, „ g, 

« I, Richmond, „ 3 

» 11 Grangogorroan, „ 1. 

„ Stock on hand December 31, l; 



I 15 0i 
9 2 
I 13 U 



The dietary. 



Mondays 

and 

Saturdays. 

Tuesdays 

and 

Thursdays. 

Wednesdays 

and 

Fridays. 

Sunday. 



The Dietary for each Prisoner. 

Breakfast.— 3£ oz. Oatmeal, 3£ oz. Rice, made into a quart of 
Stirabout, and J pint New Milk. 

Dinner.— £ lb. Brown Bread, and £ pint New Milk. 

Supper — £ lb. Brown Bread, and £ pint New Milk. 
Breakfast.— Stirabout, as above. 

Dinner — £ lb. Bread, £ lb. Beef, 1 quart Soup, J oz. Rice and 
Oatmeal, 1 oz. Vegetables. 

Supper.— £ lb. Brown Bread, and £ pint New Milk, 
f Breakfast. — 4 Jb* Bread and 1 pint of Coffee, composed of £ pint 
\ t oz * C° ffee ’ £ oz. Chicory, 1 £ oz. Molasses. 

Dinner.— £ lb. Bread, £ pint New Milk. 

V Supper.— 4 lb. Bread, and £ pint New Milk. 

( Breakfast.— Coffee, as above. 

1 Dinner— Beef and Soup, as above, and 3 lbs. Potatoes. 

I Supper — £ lb. Bread, and £ pint New Milk. 
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TEACHER’S REPORT. Newgate 

Government 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit a Report on the state of Education Prison. 

in Newgate Government Prison, for the year 1851. Tcacliefs 

On my transfer from the Richmond Depot, I found the school here Report. 
disorganized, owing, in a great measure, to the works aud extensive 
alterations going on in the prison, without a sufficiency of hooks, and 
without classification. 

My first duty was to strike out a classification of the convicts able School classi- 
and willing to learn, and to organize a system of instruction having fication. 
reference to the working and convenience of the other departments of 
the gaol. My plans arranged, and with your sanction to bring them 
into operation, I began a regular daily course of instruction to the 
several classes. 

With few exceptions I found the prisoners docile, tractable, and de- 
sirous to learn ; and I had the gratification to observe that many of 
them had, in a short time, made fair progress in simple spelling and 
reading. The first and second classes were necessarily more numerous 
than I would have wished ; but as these contained adults, almost en- 
tirely ignorant of even the alphabet, I was compelled to work on for a 
time, and do the bt?st for them in my power. 

To impart elementary instruction to so large a number as 18G in one First class too 
class, is a work so preposterous in practice and useless as to results, numerous, 
that the progress of the men attached to this first class was naturally 
very tedious and trifling ; hut I trust when I am enabled to make 
a more equable disposition of the entire number of scholars, that the 
success of my anxious endeavours will become more apparent to my 
superiors, and more valuable and substantial to the prisoners them- 
selves. 

In conclusion, I beg to refer to the “ Proficiency Table” annexed 
hereto, and to assure you, Sir, that so long as I am permitted to remain 
at Newgate, my best exertions shall be devoted to the duties of my 
situation. The school is yet hut in its infancy, working well at this 
moment, and supplied with books, maps, and other requisites. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your most obedient servant, 

The Governor. John Hioket, Teacher, pro tem. 

Education. 

Report of Newgate Government Prison Male Convict School, for the 
Year ending December 31, 1831. 

Number of Convicts in attendance at School during each Month. Summary of 

attendance. 

8fi 
112 
100 
90 
90 
112 



Under Instruction, January 1, 1851, 80 

Number of Convicts committed during the year, 387 

Total number of Convicts in attendance at School during the year, . 467 

Average number of Pupils in daily attendance, . . . . 103 

There were in attendance only for a short time from their committal till 

their removal to other Prisons, 60 

Old, and incapable of improvement 26 

No progress, being unwilling or unable to learn, . , . . . 5 
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Scale of Proficiency. 



Acquirements 

when 

Committed. 


o 

% 


o 

■5 

< 


i 

n 

o 

^ ' 


rS 

e? 

I 

g 

<! 


K 

£■< 

§ 

< 


K 

c 

* 


13 

« 

4.2 

| 

■< 


if 

Uj& 

O 


Sf 

3 


w 

il 


.I 


Commenced in Al- ) 
phabet, . j 


186 


80 


40 


25 


- 


- 


- 


30 


8 


3 


186 


Early Spelling, 


120 


- 


60 


20 


18 


- 


- 


12 


8 


2 


120 


Early Reading, 


84 


- 


- 


40 


15 


10 


5 


10 


4 


- 


84 


Reading &, Writing, 


36 


- 


- 


- 


15 


8 


5 


8 


- 


- 


36 


Early Rules in 1 

Arithmetic, . / 


30 


- 


- 


- 


- 


20 


10 

p 


- 


- 


- 


30 


Rule of Proportion, 


n 


- 


- 


- 


- 


_ 


11 




- 


- 


11 


Total. . 


467 




80 




100 




85 


48 


38 


31 




60 


20 




467 



J ohn Hickey, Teacher , pro tem. 



MEDICAL REPORT. 

Sir, — I have the honour to submit my Annual Report on the sani- 
tary State of Newgate Government Prison, for the year 1851. . 

The following is a general statement of the movements iu the prison 
hospital during the year : — 



Number in hospital, January 1, 1851, from former year, . . 8 

Number admitted siuce, to December 31, inclusive, ‘ . . 180 

, T , 188 

Number remaining in hospital, January 1 , 1852, . ... 12 

176 

Of these there have been cured, 141 

Died, 9 

Transferred to Spike Island, . 23 

,, Smitlifield, ....... 3 



176 

Table I, specifies the diseases with which the patients admitted in 
the year were affected. 
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TABLE I. 



Relapse Fever, .... 
Simple continued Fever, . 

Influenza, 

Bronchitis, 

Catarrh, 

Inflammation of Lungs (Plcuritis), 
Pulmonary Consumption, . 
Asthma, with Disease of Heart, . 

Dropsy, 

Dysentery, .... 

Diarrhoea, 

Rheumatism, .... 



Dyspepsia, . 
Colic, . 

Epilepsy, . 
Ophthalmia, 
Scrofulous Disca; 
Venereal Disease, 
Piles, . 

Hernia, 

Varicose Ulcers, 
Wounds, 



Newgate 
Government 
1 5 Prison. 

2 Medical 
2 liej.ort. 

13 Table of 

2 diseases. 

3 
1 
3 
3 



Table II. shows the ages, dates of committal to Newgate, of admission 
to hospital, and of death, the duration of residence in hospital, and 
diseases of the patients that died. 



TABLE II. Table of deaths. 



1 

c 

5 

'A 


li ; » 


Date of com- 
mittal to Newgate. 


Date of admission 
to Hospital. 


Date of death. 


h 

I 1 


Disease. 


52G 


] 

J. R. 50 


Dec. 18,1850. 


Deo. 22, 18.50. 


March 3,1351, 


71 ! Pulmonary consumption] 


-too 


M. C. 38 


„ 10, „ 


Jan. 4, 1851. 


Mav 10, „ 


126 


Do. 


4fl3 


M. A.. 35 




„ 22, „ 


Mar. 26, 


63 


Dysentery. 


434 


P. K. '50 


Oct. 25, „ 




May 1, „ 


08 


Asthma, disease of heart. 


4(17 


J. IC. ;2fi 




Mar. 12, 


April 27, „ 


46 


Pulmonary consumption. 


dill 


P. B. 28 


Jan. 30,1851, 


May 14, „ 


Nov.25, „ 


105 


Do. 


584 


T. F. 10 


- 


„ 2 2, „ 


Aug. i), „ 


70 


Do. 


724 


F. D. ;17:Junel4, „ 


June 14, „ 


,.'10, „ 


58 


Do. 


727 


T. B. .20 j 


” 1C ’ • 


July 16, „ 


£0 


Do. 



The observations contained in my Report on Smitlifiehl, with refe- 
rence to the nature of the sickness and mortality during the past year, 
are equally applicable to this prison ; the greater part of the serious 
sickness, and all the mortality having occurred in prisoners who were 
committed here broken down in health. It appears from the preced- Comparative 
ing tables that the per centage mortality on the cases treated in hospital 
was higher here than in Smithfield— as, of 150 cases treated to a termi- 
nation, 141 recovered, and 9 died, being a mortality of G per cent. ; hut 
this higher mortality is altogether attributable to those extrinsic 
circumstances referred to in the Report on Smithfield, as the main 
cause of the mortality in both prisons for some years past, and which 
pressed with peculiar severity on Newgate during 1 851, as may be 
inferred from the following statement : — In October, 1850, the part of The cause, 
the prison previously occupied by the city prisoners was handed over 
to the Government, and during the three or four months following, a 
considerable number of convicts were, from time to time, as accommo- 
dation was prepared for them, transferred here from the’ county 
prisons, many of whom had been long in confinement, and some com- 
pletely broken down by sickness. Now, on reference to the table of 
mortality, it will be seen that of the nine deaths contained in it, seven 
occurred among the prisoners committed at this period. No death 
took place among the prisoners previously in confinement here, and no 
death resulted from acute disease. 

It may also he observed, that from the same cause, during the first Increased 
five or six months of the year, the amount of sickness in the prison dunng^first ^ 
was so considerable, that the hospital was quite insufficient to accorn- year. 3 
modate all the sick, and most of the milder cases of disease were treated 

G 
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in the patients’ cells, so that the relative number of severe cases treated 
in hospital here was much greater than in Smithfield. The sickness 
at Smithfield was also, for the most part, of a less severe and tedious 
character than at Newgate, which, I have no doubt, arose, in some 
degree, from the general health of the prisoners at the former depot 
being more vigorous, in consequence of the superior dietary in use 
there. 

As you have now sanctioned the adoption of the new dietary at this 
prison also, I have reason to hope, from my experience of its advan- 
tages during the past year in Smithfield, that by the use of more 
suitable and more sustaining diet, the convicts will be better able here- 
after to resist the attacks of disease. 



I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Tours faithfully, 

Thomas Brabv. 



Roman Catholic 
Chaplain's 
Report . 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN'S REPOET. 

Chapel House , Halston-street, 14 th May, 1S52. 



Sir, — In compliance with the annual custom, I have much pleasure 
in reporting that the moral and religious conduct of the Roman Catholic 
convicts under my spiritual charge in Newgate Depot is such as to 
enable me to report most favourably of them. 

I have been both surprised and gratified in seeing them so very at- 
tentive as a congregation, at all times showing a readiness to receive 
instruction. 

tile P uSu6rV f Tiieir < le P ortniGnt > I am happy to say, is always very orderly and 
v ' respectful. 

Feeling the importance of affording the convicts the means of a right 
and useful employment of their leisure hours, I would humbly suggest 
the advantage of increasing the number of historical and religious 
works in the prison library. 

This would not only remove them from the dangers of idleness, but 
would, by instructing their minds, improve them in every respect. 

At the same time I gladly avail myself of this opportunity to ex- 
press my gratitude for the readiness and liberality with which my 
requests in this respect have hitherto been granted. 

Finally, I am happy to report that all have gladly availed them- 
selves of my ministry, and have given general satisfaction. 

I have the honour to remain, Sir, 

Tour obedient, humble servant, 

J. C. M‘Cann, B.C.C. 

To II. Hitchins, Esq., 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 
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RICHMOND GOVERNMENTj L DEPOT. 

* Depot. 



Having detailed, in my former Report, the general system Etpert, 
and discipline of this depot, I have only now to state, that the 
deficiency in the accommodation, and the entire absence of 
the usual requisites of a prison, have determined the Irish 
Government to carry out my recommendation for its abolition ; 
and, in pursuance of His Excellency’s decision, measures are in 
progress for the transfer of the convicts to Spite Island. 

The conduct of the prisoners, with few exceptions, has been Conduct, 
satisfactory. Two instances of attempted escape have, how- 
ever, occurred, which, by the vigilance of the officers on duty, 
were prevented. 

The industrial employment in this depot, from its limited Employment, 
extent and the entire absence of workshops, has been neces- 
sarily irregular and unsatisfactory — a defect which, amongst 
others, has led to its proposed abolition. 

The moral and religious training, being under the control 
of the Chaplains, has been carried out as efficiently as possible, 
and I am hound to recognise the zeal and attention of these 
gentlemen to tlieir important duties. 

The expenditure of the prison, for the past year, has fallen 
below the estimate, while the sums carried to the credit of the 
public from prisoners’ labour have been too trilling to affect in 
any great degree the cost of them maintenance. 

The behaviour of the officers has been in general satisfactory, twicers. 

The Deputy-Governor, Mr. Young, having accepted the office 
of Governor of the Queen’s County Gaol, I have much pleasure 
in hearing testimony to his zeal and integrity, and the advan- 
tages which have resulted to this depot from his attention to 
his duties at all times. 

Concluding observations.— Van grounds on which it has been ' 
determined to break np this depot, are already before His Ex- 
cellency in my last report ; and notwithstanding the embarrass- 
ment which such a measure must cause, from the insufficiency of 
existing accommodation in the other prisons, I consider the 
step to be one imperatively called for. 

The entire absence of all the essentials for carrying out an 
effective system of prison training, though existing in other 
Government prisons, temporarily established to meet the great 

g 2 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




100 



Richmond 

Government 

Depot. 

Report. 



Statistics , 



Annual Report of the Inspector 

pressure of convicts, is more felt, and involves more serious 
consequences here than elsewhere; for this depot, being 
merely a section of the Richmond Bridewell, the convicts 
cannot fail to recognise the differences existing between two 
establishments; and the advantages enjoyed by the city prison- 
ers, in which they do not participate, cannot but operate in- 
juriously on the well-being of the convict depot. 

Government Prisons' Office , 

Dublin Castle, May i6, 1852. 



Annual Report of the State of the Richmond Government Prison 
for the Year 1851. 



Number. 

1851, January 1 , In Custody, . . . .256 

Committed from sundry Gaols during the year, . . 285 

Total, . . .541 

How Disposed oe. 

Transported, . r . . . .61 

Removed to Spike Island Government Prison, . . 131 

,, Mountjoy, Z . . . . .102 

,, County Gaols, . . . . .61 

Free Pardon or Discharged, .... 5 

Died in Hospital, . . . . . .18 

378 

Remaining in Custody January 1 , 1852, . . . 163 

Total, . . .541 



Period of Sentence of Convicts committed. 



' 7 Years, 






340 


10 • „ 






172 


14 ,, 






7 


15 „ 






13 


20 ,, 






1 


Life, ... 






8 


Total, 






541 


Ages of Prisoners. 






10 and under 14 years, 






17 


14 „ 16 „ 






61 


16 „ 20 „ 






138 


20 „ 30 „ 






ia3 


30 „ 40 „ 






75 


40 „ 50 „ 






42 


• r >0 „ 60 „ 






14 


60 „ 70 „ 






7 


70 and upwards, 






4 


Total, 






541 
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Chimes, in conformity with Gaolers 5 Returns for 1851. Richmond 

* Government 

Appearing Armed by Night, . 4 Larceny of Clothes, . . 9 Depot. 

Assault, malicious, to endanger life, 2 Larceny of Fowl, . . 3 ~ 

Assault and Robbery, . . 3 Larceny after previous Conviction, 3 Ooceraors 

Aggravated Assault, . . 5 Simple Larceny, . .10 ~f J3C i r ’ 

Assaulting Habitation, . . 7 Murder, . ... 1 Statistics. 

Abduction, . . .1 Manslaughter, . . .2 

Administering Unlawful Oaths, 1 Money obtained under false pre- 
Arson, . . . .6 teuces, . . .1 

Bigamy, . . . . 4 Plundering Oatmeal, . . 1 

Burglary, . . .31 Perjury, .... 1 

Burglary and Robbery, . . 29 Pig Stealing, . . .4 

Burglary and Felony of Plate, . 3 Receiving a Stolen Mule, . 1 

Burglary with intent to Rob, . 5 Robbery of Money, . . 9 

Coining, . . 4 Robbery from Person, . . 1 

Cow Stealing, . . ,52 Receiving Stolen Goods, . 13 

Cattle Stealing, . . .24 ,, Sheep, . 3 

Cattle Killing, . . .6 Rape, ... .2 

Forgery,. . . .2 Stealing Wearing Apparel, . 14 

Felony, . . . .34 Sheep Stealing, . . .83 

Felony of a Purse and Money, . 9 „ Killing, . . .9 

Felony of a Watch, . .3 Sacrilege, • -1 

Horse Stealing, . . 8 j Shooting at, with intent to Murder, 3 

Highway Robbery, . . 4 Vagrancy, • 1 

House Robbery, . .2 military. 

House Breaking, . . 8 Violence to Superior Officer, . 3 

Having Base Coin in possession, 4 Desei’tion and making away with 
Larceny from House, . .45 Necessaries, . . .3 

Larceny from Shop, . . 28 

Larceny from Person, . . 26 Total, . .541 



EDUCATION. i 

Report of Richmond Government Prison Male Convict School, 
for the year ending December 31, 1851. 

Number of Cohvicts in attendance at School during each month. 



January. . 

February, 

March, 

April, 

May, 

June, 



118 j July, 



August, . 
September, 
October, . 
November, 
December, 



Under Instruction, January 1, 1851, . . .156 

Number of Convicts committed during the year, . . 285 

Total number of Convicts iu attendance at School during 

the year, . . • • ■ .441 

Dominick Marquess, Governor. 

February, 1852. 



[Scale or Proficiency. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Richmond 

Government 

Depot. 

Teacher's 

Report. 



HedicalOfficer’s 
Revort. 



102 



Annual Report of the Inspector 



Scale of Proficiency. 



£ 


Acquirements when Committed. 


i 

A 


1 

2 

I 


| 

a 

| 

3 


1 

I 

1 


«„• 

Z*' 

| 


Q 

f 

S . 

o = 


■1 

K 

■=■5 

2 ° 


11 

|£ 


! | . 
II 


| 

1 

f 

1 

A 




l 


Commenced in Alphabet, 


176 


70 


40 


20 








34 


10 




176 


0 


Early Spelling, 


110 


- 


50 


10 


16 


_ 


_ 


15 


8 


3 


110 


3 


Early Reading, 


90 


- 


- 


45 


12 


10 


5 


15 


3 


_ 


90 


4 


Reading and Writing, . 


36 


- 


- 


- 


15 


8 


5 


8 


_ 


_ 


3G 


5 


Early Rules in Arithmetic, 


18 


- 


- 


_ 


_ 


12 


5 


_ 






18 


0 


Rule of Proportion, 


11 





- 


- 


- 


- 


11 


- 


- 




11 




Total, 


441 


70 


90 


83 


43 


30 


27 


72 


21 


5 


441 



John Hickey, Teacher. 



MEDICAL OFFICER’S DEPORT. 



S, Mountjoy-sqiiare South, 1852. 

Sir,— - By the annexed details, it will be seen that the number of sick 
admitted into the medical wards of the Richmond Grovernment Prison, 
during the year 1851, somewhat exceeds that of the previous year, and 
also the mortality is as IS to 13 during the same periods. A reference 
to .the class of diseases present during the year, will at once show that 
this apparent deterioration of the sanitary condition of the prison is 
not owing to the outbreak of any form of epidemic; and the other de- 
tails will show that it was not caused by over-crowding of the prison 
with convicts, or any such predisposing cause. Many of the convicts 
sent to this prison during the year, were, at the time of their transfer, 
in a shite of health broken down by disease and other causes; and, 
though the change operated beneficially in most cases, several instances 
occurred m which they never rallied, though admitted to kospifal 
shortly after or immediately on arriving at the prison. The same 
cause operated, but to a lesser extent, during the- year 1850, and is 
alluded to in my Report for that year. 

Although tho cells in this prison are considered too small to accom- 
modate three prisoners in each, (in which opinion I fully concur,) I 
am nevertheless i, satisfied from a careful examination of the subject, 
that disease could rarely he traced to that source. The prison is Very 
advantageously situated, and a strict regard to cleanliness and venti- 
atron has, no doubt, to a great extent obviated the inconveniences 
iiMy to arise under such circumstances. Tho hospital arrangements 
are excellent, and I cannot avoid here stating my obligations in par- 
ticular to the Governor, for the anxiety evinced by him, at all times, 
to attend to my suggestions for its improvement, and ,also to Mr. 
M Donnell, the Superintendent of the convicts. 

The hospital expenses have been brought as low as could be done, 
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consistent with the safety of the patients. When extra diet or com- Richmond 
forts have been ordered, each case requiring them has been specially 

seen and reported on by me, and the order marked by my initials. ' 

The diseases observed during the year presented, generally, no very MedlculOfficer's 
remarkable features. Affections of the mucous membranes, of the 1{c P orl - 
lungs and bowels, giving rise chiefly to bronchitis and diarrhoea, were 
prevalent, as were also fever and other inflammatory diseases; but all 
were, for the most part, of a manageable nature, aud, considering the 
class of convicts we had to deal with, the results must be considered 
highly satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A. BaNON, M.D., F.E.C.S.E., F.R.C.S.I., 

Medical Attendant. 

H. Hitchins, -Esq., 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 



Remaining in Hospital, January 1, 1851, . . ■ . 14 

Number admitted since December 31, 1851, inclusive, . 199 

Total, . . . .213 

Of these have been discharged, . . . .183 

Died, ........ 18 

Remaining in Hospital December 31, 1851, . . .12 



Total, . . . .213 



Diseases of Patients admitted into Hospital during year. 



Anasarca, . . l 

Asthma, . . . 2 

Aphonia, . . - 1 

Bronchitis, . - 45 

,, Chronic, - 11 

Cephalalgia, . . 1 

Colic, . . • 2 

Cholera, . . - 1 

,, English, . 4 

Constipation, . . 4 

Diarrhoea, . . .37 

Dysentery, . . 7 

Debilitas, . .3 

Emesis, . . .3 

Ear-ache, . . .1 

Fractured Rib, . • . 1 



Fever, . . .20 

Gastrodynia, . . 1 

Hooping Cough, . . 1 

Hemceptoe, . . 3 

Laryngitis, . . 1 

Liver Complaint, . 1 

Lumbago, . . 3 

Phthisis, . . .5 

Mania, . . .2 

Pleuritis, . . .12 

Pleuro-pneumonia, . 1 

Rheumatism, . .16 

Struma, . . .1 

Tympanitis, . . 2 

Total, . 199 



Daily Average Humber of Sick. 





1848. 


1849. 


1850. 


1851. | 


Interns. 


Extern*. 


Interns. 


Externa. 


Interns, j Externa. 


Interns. 


Externa. 


January, . 
February, . 


20-29 


9-93 


14-87 


17-29 


17-19 


15-12 


15-58 


13-00 


19 -7!’. 


11-89 


13-85 


15-67 


12-67 


14-60 


24-OU 


15-00 


23-00 


15-00 


15-00 


15-74 


11-03 


12-61 


2-2-51 


15-34 


April, 

May, 


2106 


13-76 


17-60 


15-96 


12-93 


13-36 


19-M 


14-43 


KtBlIil 


15-93 


ilCUi] 


1425 


12-80 


13-35 


•21-16 


14-51? 


15-03 


13-30 


12-60 


15-83 


12-86 


12-43 


17-40 


14-53 




16-03 


14-53 


12-16 


14-58 


10-74 


12-09 


15-10 


14-00 




13-25 


12-96 


9-38 


13-35 


8-41 


12-41 


14-83 


13-84 




14-40 


14-53 


11-90 


14-13 


6-40 


10-36 


8-70 


11-50 g 




8-70 


13-29 


9-96 


13-45 


6-90 


10-00 


6-71 


8-161 




9-16 


12-80 


19-23 


15-73 


10-86 


12-26 


6-00 


IKBXf 




13-35 


14-51 


19-00 


15-83 


12-32 


10-90 


10-70 


10-60 


Average each year, 


16-17 


13-54 


13-78 


15-13 


11-21 


12-46 


15-22 


12-68 


Total number of admissions 
to Hospital, 


269 


220 


170 


199 
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A Table showing the different Classes of Diseases, and the Number of R^hmond 
each, who were treated in tlie Surgical Department of the Convict Government 
Richmond Hospital during the year 1851. Depot. 

Scrofulous Diseases of Bones and Joints, . . 10 iST * 

Scrofulous Diseases of the Skin, Lymphatic Glands 

and Internal Structures, . . ’ ]4 

Eruptive and Contagious Diseases of Skin and Scalp, ] ts 
Ulcerative Diseases, . . . . .19 

Abscesses, Acute and Chronic, . ’ 6 

Syphilitic Diseases, . • '. ! 9 

Wounds and Contusions, . . .'4 

Diseases of the Urinary and Genital Organs, * 3 

Ophthalmia, 4 

Acute Atitis, j 

Acute Inflammation of Varicose Veins of Leg and 

Thigh, .2 

Rheumatic Affections, . . 9 

Acute Arthritis, * 4 

Erysipelas, e 

Total number treated, . .109 

Alexander Read, 

Surgeon to Richmond Government Prison. 



The Number of Prisoners in Custody during each ' 

January 1, 1848, 

In Custody, . 

Committed from sundry Gaols during year, . 

_ Total, 

January 1, 1849, 

In Custody, .... 

Committed from sundry Gaols during year, . 

T Total, 

January 1, 1850, 

In Custody, ... 

Committed from sundry Gaols during year, . 

- r Total, 

January 1, 1851, 

In Custody, 

Committed from sundry Gaols during year, . 



Number in 
Custody during 
year. 
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GRAN GE G ORMAN FEMALE DEPOT. 



The insufficiency of this Prison, from its limited accommoda- 
tion, for carrying out any comprehensive measure of reforma- 
tory discipline, has so frequently been brought under the notice 
of the Irish Government that it is needless now to refer to it 

Little remains for me to add to my Report of 1850, on 
Grangegorman Depot, except to express my satisfaction at the 
result of several measures which have been recently adopted 
there, and at the marked improvement in the conduct of its 
inmates. 

A sum of £250 having been set apart by the Lords of the Trea- 
sury for increasing the accommodation, a suitable kitchen and 
baths have been provided. The corridors have been fitted up 
as day-rooms, furnished with fire places, &c. ; a separate office 
for the Governor and Clerk ; a store-room, &c. have also been 
provided; and, so far as the limited space will admit, more 
suitable arrangements have been made generally throughout 
the depot. 

It has, however, been found impossible to increase the per* 
manent number of cells beyond 50 ; and admitting the objec- 
tionable practice of placing three prisoners in one small room, 
adapted only for one person, the accommodation is still limited 
to 150, a number wholly disportionate to the females sentenced 
to transportation in Ireland. 

Prison Staff , — The separation of the government and city 
staff has been attended with much benefit; an additional matron 
has been appointed as schoolmistress, and the duties of the 
kitchen department are devolved on a separate officer, thus 
leaving more time at the disposal of the class-matrons for in- 
creased attention to the prisoners. A detail of these changes 
appears in the Governor’s Report. 

Conduct of Officers . — The Matron, Mrs. Rawlins, reports fa- 
vourably of the general conduct of the female officers. The Rev. 
Bernard Kirby, the Roman Catholic Chaplain, finding it impossi- 
ble to give as much time and attention to the duties of the prison 
as they appeared to call for, has proposed to resign his office. 
Fully appreciating the motives which have led to Mr. Kirby’s 
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decision, I cannot but regret tie loss of Ms valuable services ; and Gmtobso*. 
X should be wanting in my duty if I did not publicly acknow- “Si* 1 * 
lodge the singular propriety and discretion which, for the last r — ’ 
fifteen years, have characterized this gentleman’s ministrations CoTIf moill . 

ill the depot. tenance. 

Expenditure — The amount of the expenditure for the year 
1851 will be found annexed to the Governor’s Report. The 
estimate submitted to Parliament for the past year did not ex- 
ceed the average rate of £6 17s. 9(7. for each convict, the cost 
of staff, &c. included. 

Industrial Training.— During the past year a very satisfac- 
tory progress has been made in tHs branch of prison discipline. 

The fitting up of the corridors as day-rooms has enabled the Emiojw.it of 
Matron to carry on an extensive system of instruction in , ' le 
needlework, knitting, spinning, &c., and with very pleasino- 
results. ° 

Efforts have also been made to instruct some of the convicts 
in embroidery, and specimens of their work will be forwarded 
to the Cork Exhibition. By competent judges these specimens 
have been favourably spoken of. 

The principal employment of the convicts, however, is in the 
laundry, in which the clothes, &c. of the male depots are made 
up, and the profits of the washing form a considerable item in the 
reduction of the prison expenditure. 

The laundry is, however, small and inconveniently constructed, 
arising from the limited space allotted for the purpose. 

Health of the Convicts.— The health of the convicts lias in „ ca!th 
general been good. From this, however, should be excepted a 
class of infirm and aged women, who have been transferred from 
the county gaols, and are physically unfit for transportation. 

These unfortunate women are more suited for a workhouse or 
public hospital than a criminal depot. Beside entailing a vast x w 
expense on the Government, oil account of medicines and hospital cas ^'unfit fur 
diet, their presence in a convict prison seriously disturbs its disci- ta “ 1OTt ‘‘ lio1 *- 
pline, and calls for an amount of attention and caro on the part of 
the medical officers, which it is hardly reasonable to require at 
their hands. Formerly the course was, in all cases rejected by 
the surgeon of the convict transports, to commute the sentence 
of transportation to imprisonment, and to transfer them to their, 
county gaols. I would strongly recommend a recurrence to this 
astern as a measure imperatively called for. The only obstacle 
to this is to be found in the fact of these prisoners being old 
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Gmngegor- offenders, who have, in some instances, already received a par- 
Depot. don, on the grounds on which it is now sought to remove them 

Report. from ^e depot. This evil is traceable to a defect which ex- 

ists in the Irish Prison Laws, permitting the discharge of pri- 
soners without any inquiry as to their means of future subsist- 
ence. The Guardians of the Poor are, of course, unwilling 
to receive them, and the unfortunate prisoners are equally 
reluctant to avail themselves of the shelter provided for the 
destitute by law; so that after they have expended the pittance 
placed in their hands on discharge by the gaol authorities, and 
exhausted the charity of their friends, if they have any, they 
are of necessity driven to commit fresh crime, avowedly for 
the purpose of obtaining food and shelter. To meet this diffi- 
culty, the establishment of a shelter for females discharged from 
prison, or some arrangement with the poor-law authorities, would 
appear very much to be required. The subject is one which 
seems to call for His Excellency’s serious consideration. 

System of moral Moral Training .■ — His Excellency’s attention lias already 
been drawn to the importance of tailing measures for carrying 
into more complete effect this important element in prison 
morals. The obstacles to its development here arise from the 
crowded state of the prison, the general incompleteness of the 
prison equipments, and the impossibility of preventing evil 
associations. 

Want of room, and other causes, present such physical obstruc- 
tions to any regular and systematic course of training, that until 
anew and suitable building be provided, only feeble expectations 
can be formed of success. 

During the past year, however, a marked improvement has 
taken place in the conduct and behaviour of the prisoners, with 
some few exceptions; and, from this improvement, under the dis- 
advantages of Grangegorman Prison, I would augur favourably 
of the results which may be expected under the more suitable 
circumstances of a depot on the separate system. 

General otser- General Observations .- — The Eeport of the Governor enters 

very fully into the general arrangements of this prison ; and while 

I dissent in many respects from this officer, I have felt it my duty 
to insert his statement without any modification. The amount 
of accommodation adverted to by him differs from that set forth 
in my observations on the point ; but this is explained by the 
fact, that the additional cells referred to do not belong to the 
Government, but to the City department of Grangegorn® 
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Prison, and though unoccupied, and thus temporarily available, 
do not form a portion of the Government depot. 

While I freely admit the marked improvement which has taken 
place in the training of this prison during the past year, I do 
not see in tins circumstance, valuable as it is, sufficient reason 
to induce any change in the opinion hitherto expressed as to the 
necessity for abandoning this temporary depot, and the establish- 
ment of a separate and distinct model-prison for females. 

Assuming the appropriation to convict purposes of the additional 
cells adverted to by Mr. Synnott, my objections would remain 
Unimpaired, as the accommodation would be still too limited and 
unsuited, inasmuch as the adoption of a modified system of sepa- 
ration appears to he essential to any “permanent” improvement 
in the character of the female convicts in this country. 

The number of females sentenced to imprisonment is, I regret Tm-rease in the 
to state, on the increase, and the proportion of males to females of p™ °L 
this class rapidly decreasing. The same observation applies to victs - 
the convicts as to the misdemeanants, and I have no right to 
assume that any accommodation for less than 400 to 450 will be 
sufficient. Now if the cells referred to by the Governor were 
placed at the disposal of the Government, they would not number 
more than 77 ; and, admitting the objectionable practice of lodg- 
ing three women together, 231 prisoners only are thus disposed 
of. It appears, therefore, that no prison, or section of a prison, 
would suffice, which did j^ot far exceed the room now proposed 
to he appropriated to convict purposes in this prison. 

The question of forming a separate and suitable convict estab- New Prison on 
lishment for the females of this country is not one recently raised. se i ,a “ lcs >' 5tem - 
It has been for the last fifteen years proposed and under con- 
sideration, and has obtained the sanction of the Governments of 
the day, both in England and Ireland. During the past year, 
however, the notice of the Lord Lieutenant was strongly drawn 
to the subject by the Governor of Van Diemen’s Land, and by 

Lord Grey, in a despatch bearing date the of April, 1851. 

At that time, and in reply, the opinion of the Irish Government 
was fully expressed as to the necessity for a separate and dis- 
tinct depot; and in this view the Colonial Authorities fully 
concurred. In his communication dated 27th May, 1851, Lord 
Grey observes — 

“While female convicts are detained for so short a time in any 
government prison, and while no separate establishment is provided 
for them, it is impossible to look to any valuable results from the disci- 
pline to which they are subjected.” 



Gbaxgegor- 
man Female 
Depot. 

Report. 
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k“ Fem°lb 111 continuation, Ins Lordship urges— 

Draro. “ The extreme importance, with a view to the welfare of the women 
Iiepcrt. themselves in the colony, and their becoming useful, of establishing 
some ‘ proper prison ’ for thoir preliminary and reformatory discipline! 

“ This is the more necessary, becauso it having been found desirable, 
us Sir George Grey is aware, to break up the establishment on board 
tlie ‘Anson, and to allow female convicts on their arrival in Van Die- 
men’s Land to become at once pass or ticket-of-leave holders. The 
very serious inconvenience can hardly fail to arise, if they are not made 
to undergo a due period of imprisonment before their embarkation, 
that the sentence of transportation will loso its deterring effects upon 
female offenders, and it will probably soon come to be thought that the 
commission of an offence by which a sentence of transportation is in- 
creased is an easy means of obtaining a conveyance to the colonies.” 

To meet the views thus expressed, measures are in progress 
for establishing a depot for females on the separate system, and 

Site and plan & P or ^ on g TOUn d on the North Circular Road has been 
of New Prison. selected as a suitable site. 

In the plans prepared for this new prison, arrangements hare 
been made for connecting with it an associated ward, to which, 
both before and after separation, the female convicts may be 
transferred — for a few weeks on first committal, to communicate 
to them the elements of reading* and ordinary duties of house- 
wifery, aud on the expiration of separate confinement, for the 
purpose of testing effects of discipline and preparing them for 
a sea voyage. I fully admit the importance of removing the con- 
vict to separation directly from the county gaol; hut the class of 
female convicts in this country is so wholly ignorant of even 
the simplest rudiments of domestic life, that a detail of their 
defects would, except verified by actual observations, he wholly 
incredible. To commit these persons under such ignorant and 
almost brutish conditions to a separate cell, and to carry out at 
once all the operations of the system, would he, in fact, to adopt 
the solitary instead of separate confinement, inasmuch as the 
progress of the prisoner in educational and industrial training 
would he too slow to admit of its being available for occupa- 
tion of mind or body during the first two months of their de- 
tention, a period which would not only be almost wholly lost, 
hut would serve to deaden, and render them less physically and 
morally able to undergo, and to profit by, the subsequent deten- 
tion iindei the severer restraint of separate confinement. The 
propriety of an associated ward to which, previous to embarka- 
tion, the female will be removed, needs no comment. 

There will he, in fact, two associated wards, and one separate 
ward, each distinct from the other, and all occupied at one 
time by prisoners in different stages of their confinement. 
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While this arrangement is, in fact, a departure from the ordi- Gmurasoo*. 
nary system of separate prisons, I believe it to he the only one "‘K“ 
suited to the class of prisoners for whom it is proposed. Re}t0 ~ 



Government Prisons' Office, 
Dublin Castle, 8th March, 1852. 



GOVBKNOB’S KEPORT. 

(joi'emort 

Report. 

Grangegorman Female Government Prison, 
ls£ February , 1 S52. 

bin, — I bare the honour to submit my Annual Report of this prison 
for the year 1851. r 

As this establishment can no longer be considered as “ a temporary 
place of detention for convicts on their route to the ship for embarka- 
tion,” many improvements have become necessary, to which I shall 
hereafter respectfully draw your attention. 

The following table will show the state of the prison for the year 
ending December 31, 1851: — 

Abstract Number or Female Convicts received and disposed of in Numeriral state 
the year 1851. of tiio depot. ‘ 



In Prison on January 1 , 1851, 


Convicts. Children 
. . 32(j (52 


Received within the year, 


. 227 20 


Embarked per * ‘ Black Priar, ” 

,, “ John William Dare,” 

Transferred to County Prisons, 


t)53 82 

2GI 48 
17:1 20 


34 3 


Removed to Lunatic Asylum, 
Died, . . . . 


2 0 

8 6 478 77 


Remaining in Custody January 1 , 1851, 


• • 75 5 



Total Amount of Expenditure for year 1851, .£3,591 12s. 714 

The number of convicts confined daily averages about 300; and the 
accommodation is 77 cells, 13 feet by 9; 5 day-rooms, a schoolroom a 
laundry, a kitchen and scullery, with stores for bread, meal, meat, 
milk, Ac.; a large and airy clothes-stores ; three very good baths; six 
exercising yards; two long and well-ventilated corridors, 132 feet by 
8, and 10i feet high, which are now used as class-rooms, and in each 
of which there are two new fire-places. In the hospital there are three 
large wards, water-closets, baths, exercising yards, and dead-house, 
irom the above it will be seen that the accommodation is sufficient for 
even more than the numbers generally confined. The prison is situated 
en one of the highest and most salubrious sites in the city : its western 
““tog? fraiing the Phomix Park, from the eastern boundary wait of 
"'Inch it is separated only by an orchard, meadows, and the Govern- 
ment Lunatic Asylum — now in course of erection upon the same site. 
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Governor's 
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The drainage is perfect, being effected by tlie current of the lifer 
Bradogue through the main sewer, and a culvert or covered channel, 
extending 200 yards backwards from the entrance grating of the main 
sewer, hinders all accumulation in the sewerage. 

This healthful situation, under Divine Providence, will account, in a 
great degree, for the continued good health of the inmates. 

The expenditure of this, compared with other Government prisons, 
still continues very low, the cost per head for diet, maintenance, &c., 
being but £6 17s. 2d. 

My accounts have been certified by the Commissioners for auditing 
public accounts as correct. The amount earned by the convicts last 
year was £630 9s. 9c?. The dietary of the prison is not, however, 
I feel assured, of a sufficiently generous or varied kind. The prison- 
ers, after a short confinement, begin to sink in spirits, and it becomes, 
therefore, the more necessary to keep up the constitution, and prevent 
sickness from being engendered : the unfortunate life many of the 
prisoners have led, as well as the very great destitution others have 
suffered, leaves them predisposed to all kinds of disease, and a good 
regimen is consequently a necessary preventative. 

The staff of the prison has been increased last year by four officers; 
it now consists of — 



* Governor. 

* Protestant Chaplain. 

* Roman Catholic Chaplain. 

* Presbyterian Chaplain. 

* Physician. 

* Surgeon. 

Clerk. 

* Head Matron. 

Deputy Matron. 



School Matron. 
Hospital do. 
Laundry do. 
Kitchen do. 
Three Class do. 
* Hall-porter. 
Guardsman. 
Messenger. 



Industrial dis- 
tribution of 
convicts. 



Those thus marked * are city as well as Government officers. The 
appointment of at least one more matron is, in my opinion, absolutely 
necessary, as without such an officer, it would be impossible to keep 
the convicts in proper order, and carry out reformatory discipline. 

The classification, too, is a matter of so much consequence (many of 
the prisoners being veterans in crime), that I feel it imperative to 
suggest such an appointment. 

On referring to the “daily state,” I find, that on the 3rd January, 
1851, there were in the prison 328 convicts, and on the 27th October 
230 convicts, who were employed as follows : — 



January 3. 



Sewing, . 


93 


Knitting, 


. . 91 


Spinning, 


4 


Laundry, 


33 


Cooking, 


7 


Nursing, 


34 


Cleaning, 


21 


Hospital, 


33 


Aged infirm, . 


. . 12 
328 



October 27. 




Sewing, . 


70 


Knitting, 


55 


School, . . 


41 


Laundry, 


35 


Fancy work, . 


12 


Cooking, . • 


16 

236 


Hospital, 



This return shows to what a great extent industrial training is 
carried on, particularly when it is remembered that the convicts, upon 
their arrival in the depot, with very few exceptions, “ they know not, 
as described by the matron, “how to handle a needle either for sewing 
or knitting.” The washing of all the male prisoners in Dublin, as well 
as the principal officers, is done here, and the shirts, cravats, and socks 
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are made up in tliis establishment; and no w that the Government Giuxgegoh- 
liavc allowed the convict ships employed in the Irish service to get MAN Female 
their clothing made up in this kingdom, the “Bride/’ “Blenheim,” and Pkpot ' 
“Rodney” male-ships have been supplied with 5,202 articles of Governor's 
clothing from this institution, and all of Irish manufacture; the Ite l> ort - 
“John William Bare,” female-ship (to which 1 shall hereafter allude) 
was completely fitted out from this prison. You can easily conceive 
the effect of such training as a preventative against future relapses into 
crime; they are not, after imprisonment, turned adrift on society, or 
shipped to the colonies, without the power of gaining a livelihood by 
honest industry, or tempted to their old crimes 'of vice and profligacy. 

The school has been opened, and the officer appointed for instructing Education, 
the convicts acts upon the National System of education; and I feel it 
a pleasing duty to state, that a great many of them have been taught to 
read, write, <tc., and are gone to the colony in this respect well quali- 
fied for the duties which they are likely to have imposed upon them: of 
this fact I know, from your frequent visits and inspections, you are 
already aware. 

The punishments inflicted have been light, the offences, generally 
speaking, being of a trivial nature, such as refusing to work, hursts of 
passion, communicating with each other, &c . — of grave offences there 
are none; whilst, on principle, kindness is pursued towards the convicts, 
they are made to feel the true nature of their positions. 

Tk large corridors which have been prepared, by fire-places, &c., for 
the vict classes, enable the “ Sisters of Charity” (who favour the 
hous^ ith their visits about three times a-week), and the officers, to 
imp. more moral training to the prisoners than heretofore. Tlio 
consequent improvement in their morals is quite apparent; and I feel 
but little hesitation in saying, their criminal dispositions are attri- 
butable, in a great measure, to extreme poverty, and the want of an 
early education, the effect of which such kindly and skilful instruc- 
tion is well calculated to remove. 

It %vas with deep regret I heard that the Lieutenant-Governor of Complaint 
Van Diemen’s Land fouud it necessary to send a despatch to the Irish 
“ Home Office,” complaining of the Irish female convicts, as being *’- a ™ ale con ‘ 
disqualified in every way from acting as servants to the colonists; this C S ’ 
report did not, however, surprise me much, as you will see from the 
following extract of my Report of 1850. that I, to a certain degree, 
anticipated such a result : — 

“The labour of the convicts appears to me to have been waste, 
inasmuch, as the amount earned by them, in the year 1819 was only 
£3G 7 s. lit/.; and I very much fear, upon their arrival in the colony, 
the treatment, or, I should rather say, discipline, to which they were 
subjected in this country, was not calculated to Lave much moral effect , 
or to render them useful or capable of earning their own subsistence; this, 
however, you are aware, is not to he attributed to the officers of the 
prison, who made the most judicious use of the means at their 
disposal.” Since the date of that report, an improved system of Convicts in the 
industrial training has been carried out by an augmentation to the ship “ John 
staff* (though still insufficient), the results of which were visible in the William Dare.” 
superior class of convicts that -went out in the “’John William Dare,” 
both as regards industrial qualifications, aud moral reformation on 
principle; and here I feel it my duty to add, as illustrative of my views, 
as stated in my last report on the appointment of a Roman Catholic 
Chaplain, to give his exclusive services to the convicts in this prison, 
that for three or four weeks previously to the embarkation in the 
“ John William Dare,” at the request of the late lamented Archbishop 

H 
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Giungegor- Murray, nine Roman Catholic clergymen, of St. Vincent de Paul, attended 
max Female j u the prison for about five hours per day, instructing the convicts with- 
Dei ' ot ' out any pecuniary remuneration. I am the more fully convinced 5 1 was 
Governor's right in the opinion I expressed in my last report, with respect to the ap- 

Report. pointment of a Roman Catholic Chaplain exclusively for the use of the 

convicts, from the practical experience I have liad of the working of such 
a system in the city department of this prison. Religion is the main 
element in the reformation of the convict ; and whether transportation 
or home penal-prisons be adopted in future, moral reformation is the 
chief aim, with a view of transmitting to the colonies, or eventually 
restoring to society, not a transplantation of criminals, but g 00 d 
subjects, permanently and voluntarily improved, to the advantage of 
society, and of the convicts themselves. I have dwelt on the foren-oin*? 
appointment, in consequence of nine-tenths of the convicts professing 
the Roman Catholic creed; and you are fully aware how this laro-e 
majority absorbs a great portion of our anxiety, as their gross i<rno- 
rance, with few exceptions, is unhappily apparent. ( Vide last Report.) 
With reference to the Protestant convicts, their moral reformation is 
adequately provided for by the strict and conscientious discharge of 
his onerous duties by the Rev. William Maturin. 

Suggested I still think that the convicts, in order to be thoroughly reformed 

period of deten- an d fully suited for the life they are to lead in the colonies, should as 
t niusportiitiou!° a general rule, remain iu this prison for at least twelve months; but I 
. would infinitely prefer two years’ detention, and also that they should 
at once be removed hither from their county gaols, after sentence of 
transportation. I have been confirmed in this opinion, from observing 
that where prisoners have entered the city prison, under short sentences 
of imprisonment (say from seven days to two months), they have 
. exhibited a degree of recklessness which restraint could hardly control, 
and which was proof against permanent reform ; and it was only when 
afterwards a long term of imprisonment was awarded, or, more parti- 
cularly, when the judge passed sentence of transportation, that any 
impression could he made on them : it was then that while on the one 
hand they felt prostrated under the strong arm of deterrent law, they, 
on the other hand, eagerly caught at the voice of sympathy, proposing 
a reformation, that might console them in their calamity. When they 
are in this transition, and tractable state, habits as well as principles 
could, by a good system, he formed in them during a long detention, 
so as to render them 'proof against after associations. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

Thomas L. Synnott, Governor. 

II. Hitchins , Esq., 

Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 
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MEDICAL OFFICER'S REPORT. 



Giunoigor- 
han Female 
Depot. 



MedicalOjficer't 

8 , Mountjoy-scjucire , South, 1852 . ^ c P ort - 



Sm, — My Report of tlie Grangegorman Female Prison for the year 
1S51 refers almost entirely to a period during which I was not connected 
with that prison. 

I have, however, extracted from the hospital hooks the information 
herewith given, as to the number of admissions to the medical wards 
daring the year, the various diseases from which the patients suffered, 
and the number of deaths and their causes. 

The hospital is well kept, and cleanliness and ventilation strictly 
attended to, and since my appointment has been daily visited by me. 
A registry is kept of the patients, of the diseases for which they are 
admitted, and the results of their treatment; and such alterations of diet 
or comforts, as I may deem necessary for particular cases are entered 
in a separate book by the Hospital Matron, and daily checked by my 
signature. 

The perfect cleanliness and order preserved in the hospital corre- 
sponds with tlie state of the prison generally, and reflects the highest 
credit on those intrusted with its management. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

A. Banon, k.d., f.ii.c.p.e.j f.r.c.s.1., Medical Attendant. 

To II. Hit chins, Hsq. 



Remaining in Hospital January 1, 1851, 

Number admitted since December 31, 1851, inclusive, 



Patients. 

9 Numerical 

1 17 state. 



Total, . . . .126 



Of these have been discharged, . . . .111 

Died, ........ 6 

Remaining in Hospital December 31, 1851, . . 9 

Total, . . . .126 

Diseases of Patients admitted into Hospital during year. 



Asthma, . . . .3 

Bronchitis, . . .14 

,, Chronic, . . I 

Cachexia, . . . .1 

Catarrh, . ., . 1 

Cephalalgia, . . .1 

Chlorosis, . . . .1 

Cholera, . . . .1 

Colica, . . . .3 

Cynanche, . ... .1 

Debilitas, . . . .3 

Dentitio, . . . .2 

Dropsy, . . . .1 

Diarrhoea, . . .10 

Dyspepsia, . . .3 

Dyspnoea, . . .1 

Dysenteria, . . .1 

Dysuria, . . . .2 

Ear-ache, . . . .1 

Erythema, . . .1 

Eever, . . . .21 

,, Catarrhal, . . .4 

„ Typhus, . . .2 



Gastritis, . . . . 1 

Gastrodynia, . . .1 

Hepatitis, . . . .2 

Hydrocephalus, . . .1 

Hysteria, . . . .1 

Leucorrhcea, . . .1 

Menorrhagia, . . .3 

Parturitio, . . . .7 

Peritonitis, . . .1 

Phthisis, . . . .5 

Pleuritis, . . . .1 

Pneumonia, . . .1 

Pleuxodyne, . . .1 

Ptyalismus, . . .1 

Rheumatism, . . .5 

Struma, . . . .1 

Syphilis, . . . .1 

Tonsilitis, . . . .2 

Urine, incontinence of, .1 

Yagina, inflamation of, . • .1 
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Particulars relative to the Six Cases of Death which occurred dui'in* 
the year. ° 



Initials. 


County. 


Date of Convic- 


Date of Admission 
to Hospital. 


Date of Death. 


Cause of Death. 


B. H. 

C. M‘C. 
M. D. 

S. S. 

B. H. 
B. S. 


Waterford 
Clara Co. 
Wicklow 
Dublin City 
Wexford 
Kerry Co. 


lull Oct. 1850 
24th Oct. 1819 
4th April, 1850 
20th Nov. 1850 
19th July, 1S50 
14tli Mar. 1850 


25th Nov. 1850 
30thAprl.l830 
2nd Oct. 1850 
12thAprl.l851 
lVth May, 1851 
5th Oct. 1851 


13th Jan. 1851 
4th Feb: 1351 
24th Feb. 1851 
15thAprl.l851 
3rd June, 1851 
29 th Nov. 1851 


Fever Erysipelas. 

Chronic Dysentery. 
Pulmonary Consumption. 
Dysentery. 

Pulmonary Consumption. 
Chronic Bronchitis. 



SURGEON'S REPORT. 



Hume-street December 21, 1552 . 

Mx Dear Sir I herewith transmit a report, as perfect as my docu- 
ments will admit, as, during a long illness, which prevented my attend- 
ance in 1851, due attention was not paid to mating entries of the 
diseases opposite to the names in the registry. The diet list would show 
numbers. I have only referred to diseases for the present year" and 
for the future the omission has been, and will be, obviated. J ’ 

I have the honour to be faithfully yours, 
Alexander Read. 

To H. Uitchins, Esp 

P.S.— Added to the following cases which required confinement in hos- 
pital a still larger proportion was treated as externs, including infants 
and children. The weekly average amounting in the course o/the Year 
to about 360. J 



Report of Cases treated in the Surgical Hospital of the Gran»e- 
gorman Female Government Prison during the year 1851. E 

Cutaneous Diseases, including Perrigo, Lopro-Psoriasis, Impetigo, * c 9 
, Syphilitic Diseases, metaling Ulcers of the Genitals, GonwrW 
Emltonl Symptoms ' Clcers of Throat, Pustular and Paputa 
Eiystala^undutiing Superficial or Cutaneous, mid' deep-seated or C 
Ophthalmia, including Venereal and Scrofulous* &c. ‘ ’ 

SCr °Bo 1 nes I>iSeaSeS ’ inculdiu S Ulcei ’s» Diseased Glands, Joints, find 

Wounds— Contusions, Tumors from Blood, 'ulcer, 'Anthrax En ° 
runcle, and Burns, ... * ’ - LU " 

Rheumatic Affec.tions—Fover, Sciatica, Lumbago ‘ * ’ : 

Inflammation of Joints, iucluding Bursitis and Synovitis, ! .' 5 



2 0th December , 1852. 



Alexander Plead, Burgeon to the Prison. 
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ENNIS TEMPORARY DEPOT. 



Ennis Tempo- 
rary Depot. 



Buildings — Some trifling’ additions have been made to tbe Report- 
premises, the height of the wall increased, and additions made to 
the guard-lionse ; an important change has also been made in 
the sewerage, at an expense of £100. Reside the advantages 
resulting to the town of Ennis from this public work, and the 
removal of a public nuisance, which became intolerable only on 
the adoption of the prison by the Government, the sanitary 
condition of the prisoners cannot but be materially benefited, 
as the adjoining ground has been thoroughly drained, and will 
become available for the enlargement of the yards, if such a 
measure were required. 

Annexed will he found the Reports of the Governor, Chap- Report, of 
lains. Medical Officers. All these gentlemen are constant in their 0lScera ' 
attention, and unceasing in their efforts to overcome the moral 
and physical results of an over-crowded and ill-classified 
establishment. 

The cost of each prisoner amounts to £7 10s. per annum. Cost »t main- 

Industrial Training.— The amount of industrial instruction tenan “- 
is very limited, hut the ordinary prison trades— mat-making, 
shoe-making — are to a certain extent carried on. The duties 
of schoolmaster have been performed satisfactorily, and a 
supply of hooks furnished from H. M. Stationery Office. 

General Observations — I cannot hut express my regret at 
the probable continuance of the circumstances which have led 
to the adoption of a depot in every respect so unsuited for 
the prolonged detention of prisoners. Though the emergency 
under which it was established, has, iu some degree, ceased, 
and its abolition at the earliest possible moment, is most desi- 
rable, yet the step is one which canuot ho taken without 
due consideration of the general wants of the convict service ; 
and the abandonment of the Richmond depot (just accom- SpcedyaMition 
plished) appears to render the continuance of this prison, for at ° ftho,!e l“ ,t - 
least another year, an inevitable necessity. 

Although this depot is supported by Parliamentary grant, 
its only characteristic is the absence of all those qualities or 
conditions usually deemed desirable and essential in a prison. 
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From this censure I would exclude the officers ; for I am satis- 
fied that the staff of Ennis Depot will bear comparison with 
any other in this country. 

It cannot,, however, be too frequently observed, that this 
prison was adopted solely to meet a temporary but very press- 
ing emergency, and that its discontinuance will he effected at 
the earliest possible moment. 

Government Prisons 1 Office, 

Dublin Castle, 16i/i May , 1852. 



GOVERNOR’S REPORT. 

Sir, — I have the honour herewith to submit to you the Statistical 
Return of the Convicts in this establishment for the year 1851 durin* 
which period the defective state of the sewerage, so much complained 
of by the inhabitants who reside in the vicinity of the prison was 
perfected, and all cause of complaint removed. A bakery has been 
erected, and in use for some time, which is of great advantage. The 
military guard-room was altered, so as to give a separate yard to the 
guard, as recommended by the military authorities. Troughs were 
constructed for washing the prisoners’ linen, bedding, Ac., and it is now 
performed by the prisoners. A stove has also been erected in the 
workshop for artificial heating, during the winter months. 

The juveniles have been instructed in mat-making, knitting, shoe- 
making, and tailoring, in each of which employments many of them 
have made considerable progress. 

I would particularly request your attention to the extraordinary 
progress in the school department, which has given marked satisfaction 
to the Inspectors of National Schools, on their visits to the prison, 
the school department being, as you are aware, under the National 
Board. 

The convicts have conducted themselves very well. I had only 
recourse to punishment on three or four occasions during the year. 

The increase in dietary, from that in use in the county gaols to 
wholemeal bread, has proved very satisfactory. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant. 



H. Ritchins, Esq., 

Inspector of Government Prisons. 



Giles D’Aroy, Governor. 
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Statement of the Number of Convicts in Custody, Committed anc 
Disposed of, &e., for the Tear ending December 31, 1851. 



1 January, 1851 , 
February, 

3 April, 

May, 



1 June 
20 August 



In Custody, . ' 

From County Clare Gaol 
„ do. „ 

,, Galway ,, 

,, do. „ 

Town Galway 
Comity Waterford 
City Limerick 
County Limerick 
County Galway . 
City Waterford . 
County do. 

County Clare 
do. 



Committed for year ending December 31, 1851, 



19 

31 

6 

18 

4 

13 

Id 

18 

7 



IIOW DISPOSED OF 

15 March, 1851, To Ennis Gaol, Commuted, 
28 ,, „ Longford do. 

SO „ ,, Mullingar do. 

20 May, „ Spike Island Depot 

21 „ ,, Newgate do. 

26 ,, ,, Richmond do. 

27 „ ,, Spike Island do. 

1 October, ,, Ennis Gaol, Commuted, 
From January 1 to December 31, 1851, died 
Remaining in Custody December 31, 1851, viz. 
Convicted in the year 1849, . 

„ „ 1850, . 

„ ,. 1851, . 



6 

6 

20 

30 

30 

20 

1 

20—135 

50 

114 

141—305—440 



Ages. 




No. 


Sentences. 


No. 


10 years and tinder 14, 


2 


7 years, . 


70 


14 „ „ 


16, 


8 


10 „ 


81 


Id ,» j> 


20, 


53 


14 „ 


J 


20 


30, 


58 


15 ,, 


17 


30 ,, ,, 


40, 


22 


20 „ 


- 


40 ,, ,, 


50, 


15 


Life 


- 


yO ,, ,, 


60, 


8 






60 ,, ,, 


70, 


3 






70 and upwards 




■ 






Total, 




169 




169 



Statement of the Different Crimes of the Convicts committed for 
the Year endins December 31, 1851. 



Arson, ... 2 

Attempt to commit Arson, . 1 

Assault and Robbery, . 4 

Assault, ... 1 

Burglary, ... 10 

Burglary aud Robbery, . 30 

Cattle Stealing, . . 9 

Cow Stealing, . . 19 

House breaking and Robbery, 1 
Horse Stealing, . . 3 

Killing Sheep, . . 8 

Larceny, • • • 14 

Larceny of Money, . . 2 

Larceny of Clothes, . 3 



Larceny of Fowl, . . 1 

Malicious Assault, . . 2 

Obtaining Money under False 
Pretences, . . 1 

Perjury, ... 5 

Robbery, ... 4 

Receiving Stolen Goods, . 11 

Robbery from the Person, . 2 

Rape, ... 1 

Sheep Stealing, . . 33 

Sacrilege, ... 2 

Total, . . 169 



Eknis Tempo- 
rary Depot. 

Governors 

Report. 

Statistics. 
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School Classification and Proficiency for the Year 1851. 



i 

£ 


Classes Commenced. 


U 

5 

£ 


1 £ 
e-S 

< 


o 

X to 
§1 


£ 

« 

5 "u 
-> 

J! 


£ < 
< 


K 


S 

'3 a 


«S'E. 

11 = 
I2f 


2 

o 


i 


In the Alphabet 


(JO 


40 


10 


_ 








10 




2 


In early Spelling 


60 


- 


40 


15 


~ 


- 


_ 


5 




3 


In early Heading 


50 


— 


— 


SO 


10 


2 


_ 


8 




4 


In Reading & Writing 


60 




_ 


- 


40 


16 




4 




5 


In early Rules ot f 






















Arithmetic j 






" 










17 


40 I 


0 


Rule of Three 


16 


- 


“ 


- 




- 


10 


6 


16 I 




Total, 


286 


40 


50 


45 


50 


38 


13 


50 


286 | 



Giles D’Arcy, Governor. 



MEDICAL,, OFFICER’S REPORT. 

Ennis , May 25, 1852. 

Sir, — As tlie Physician attending the Ennis Government Prison for 
this month, I have been requested by Mr. D’Arcy, the Governor, to 
report, for your information, the sanitary condition of the Depot for 
the year 1851. 

I have the honour to state, that taking into consideration the size of 
the establishment, the health of the inmates has been very satisfactory. 
During the year 1851, there have been twenty deaths amongst the 
convicts ; but more than three-fourths of this mortality took place in 
persons who were much reduced by disease and privation previous to 
their committal, they having suffered, for many months, from chronic 
dysentery, even at the time of their conviction. I am happy to state 
that but fifteen persons became affected with fever during the year 
1851, which is strong evidence of the healthy state of the convicts. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 

George W. O’Brien, M.D., 

Surgeon to the Ennis Government Prison. 

H. Hiichins, Esq., 

Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 
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ROMAN CATHOLIC CHAPLAIN’S REPORT, 

Ennis , 2ith May, 1852. 

Sir, — In compliance with your request, I furnish you with my 
Report on the Enuis Convict Depot for the year 1851. 

The convicts have regularly attended to religious instructions, have 
been most anxious to frequent the sacraments, and have, by their 
uniform good conduct, given every satisfaction. 

Since my last Report, a school conducted by one of the convicts, has 
been established in the Depot. The proficiency made by many of 
them is very considerable. 

There are many boys in the Depot who were convicted for larceny, 
committed by them with a view of being transported, as they, from 
the distressed state of this country, could not support themselves. As 
the present appearance of the crops furnishes strong grounds for 
hoping that the ensuing season may be one of plenty, it might be con- 
sidered advisable to discharge these, as there can be no danger of 
apprehending that necessity will be an excuse for a repetition by them 
of the crimes for which they were convicted. 

If their liberation be not practicable, at a moderate expense such 
industrial training may be given to them in the Depot as would enable 
them, on their liberation, to earn a livelihood. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your very obedient servant, 

John Kenny, 

Roman Catholic Chaplain , Ennis Convict Depot. 

H. Hitcliins, Esq., 

Inspector-General of Government Prisons. 



EnnisTempo- 

UARTDErOT. 

Unman Catholic 

Chaplain's 

Report. 
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Gbneral Abstract of the Account of .John Lamb, Governor op Smithfield Government Prison, from tlic 1 st of April 1851 
to tlie 31sr day of March, 1852. 



receipts. 



To Balance in favour of the Public, March 31, 1851, 

To Amount received from Paymaster of Civil Services, 

„ for manufactured articles disposed of, 

,, from Governor Mount joy Prison, 



3 15 51 I 
0 8 GJ 



■ Clolhing, 

, Medicine and Medical Comforts, 

, Soap and Washing, .... 

, Travelling, . . 

. Light 

, Incidental Expenses, 

, Materials, &c., for Manufacturing, in 

which is included Clothing, &c., 
supplied Prisoners, 

, General Service, .... 

(Bride, . 

, Convict Ships, ^Blenheim, 

(Rodney, 

, Ennis Convict Depot Maintenance, <6c., 

, County Cork Temporary Depot, 

I By Amount paid to Governor oCSpike Island Prison, 
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Sfikc Island Government Prison. — General Abstract of tlie Accounts of Bicxiaed Graoe, Governor and Accountant, 
from Abril 1, 1851, to Margii 31, 1852. 



To Balance on April 1, 1651, 

To Amount received from Her Majesty's Treasury, 
„ for Medicine and Hospital 

Comforts, . . . . 

„ from John Lamb, repayment, 

„ for Manufactures sold, . 

„ for Officers’ Contingencies, 



4 lOi By Amount paid for Medicine and Hospital Com- 



Bepairs and Alterations, 
Fuel nnd light, . 
Furniture and Bedding, 
Conveyance of Prisoners, 
Officers' Pay, 

Printing, Stationery, Advc 



John lamb, loan, 

Officers' Contingencies, 
Provisions, 

Convict Clothing, 
Contingencies, ~ . 
Implements and Materials, 
Iron Prison, D, . 



1852, March 31, to Balance indebted, XI, 05 
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Mountjoy Government Prison. — General Abstract of the Account of Robert Nktterville, Governor of Hountjoy 
Government Prison, for tlie Year ended March 31, 1852. 



To Balance from March 31 , 1851, \ 

To Amount received from Paymaster of Civil Services. 
>■ Factory Sales, . 

» Incidental Sources, . 



Victualling, 

Fuel and Lighting, . 
Furniture and Repairs, 
Incidental Service, . 
Contingencies, , 
Manufactures, . 

Utensils 

Implements, 

Medicines and Instruments, 
Medical Comforts, . 
Prisoners' Labour, . 
Freight and Charges, 
Travelling Charges, . 
Prisoners on Discharge, . 



„ Removal of Prisoners, 

„ Funeral Expenses, . 

■i Washing, 

,, Cleaning Prison, 

» Bedding, . 

„ Officers' Clothing, 

ii Advertising, 

i, Advances to Governors of 

i, Chaplain's Requisites, 

I* Kates and Taxes, 

By Balance carried forward to April l, 1852, . 
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Grangegorman Government Prison. — Abstract of Accobxts for the Year ending March 31, 1852. 





’m 12 



<4 

in 

io J 



I 



I 

i 1 



& 

| 
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Appendix to Annual Report, §-c. 



Appendix. 

Abstract of 
Convicts em- 
ployed at 
Trade. 



Return of Prisoners Employed at Trades, &c., in the several 
Government Prisons. 



Employment. 






Mount- 

joy- 


Smith- 

field. 


Newgate 


Eich- 


Spike 

Island. 


Ennis. 


Tailors, 






84 


15 


13 


3 


25 


6 


Shoemakers, 






103 


16 


14 


6 


30 


6 


Carpenters, 






10 


5 


6 


- 


14 


1 


Matmakers, 






32 




119 


27 


- 


40 


Mat-pickers and clippers, 






- 


36 




10 


- 


20 


Weavers, 






88 






- 


6 


_ 


Smiths, 






6 


3 


- 


- 


9 


_ 


Tinkers, 






2 


2 


1 


- 


3 


_ 


Brushmakers, 








6 


1 


1 


- 


_ 


Engraving, 






- 


2 


- 


- 


- 




Netmaking, 






- 




2 


- 


- 


- 


Nail-making, 






- 


- 




- 


7 


- 


Painters, 

Coopers, 






- 


- 


1 


- 


4 


2 






- 


- 


1 


- 


4 


- 


Knitting, 






— 


— 


— 


— 


58 


40 


Bakers, 






- 


- 


8 


- 


13 


1 


Masons and Stone-cutters, 






- 


- 


3 


- 


95 


1 


Stores and Kitchen, 






21 


- 


12 


3 


16 


C 


Labourers, .... 
Other Employment— Cleaning 




31 


“ 


3 


“ 


1,248 


“ 


Prison, &c., 






75 




35 


113 


332 


lb’G 


Total, 






472 


257 


238 


163 


1,794 


289 



£ Comparative Abstract, 
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Comparative Abstract of tbe Estimates 

FOE THE 

MAINTENANCE OF THE CONVICT PRISONS, 

Toe tee Tears 1851-52 and 1852 - 53 . 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




128 



Appendix to Annual Report of the Inspector 



Comparative Abstract of the Estimates for the Maintenance of the Convict Prisons 
and the Cost per head ; with a Summary of the Expenses for all the Establish- 
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in Ireland, showing the Amount under each Head of Service; the Number of Pi'isoners, 
ments, and the Average Cost per Prisoner, for the Years 1851-52, and 1852-53. 



Female Depot, 
Grangegoman, 

250 Prisoners 1851-52. 
300 „ 1852-53. 


Spike Island, 

2,380 Prisoners 1851-52 
2,380 „ 1852-03. 


Fobt Camden, 

132 Prisoners 1851-52. 
132 „ 1852-53. 


Foet Cablisle, 

84 Prisoners 1851-52. 
184 „ 1852-63. 


SuMMABT, 

4,236 Prisoners 1851-52. 
4,380 „ 1852-53. 


1351-02. 


1852-53. 


1801-52. 


1852-53. 


1851-52. 


1852-53. 


1851-52. 


1852-53. 


1851-52. 


1852-53. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s . d. 


£ s. d. 


£ t. d. 


.HO 0 0 


420 0 0 


1,312 0 0 


1,422 0 0 


132 0 0 


135 0 0 


117 0 0 


120 0 0 


4,141 0 0 


4,532 0 O 


250 0 0 


240 0 0 


3,383 0 0 


4,117 0 0 


240 0 0 


240 0 0 


237 0 0 


318 0 0 


7,476 0 0! 


8,236 0 0 




76 0 0 


271 0 0 


317 0 0 


• ■ 




‘ 




95S 0 0 


1,543 0 0 


500 0 0 


730 0 O 


4,906 0 0 


6,880 0 0 


372 0 0 


375 0 0 


354 O 0 

' " S 


43S 0 0 


12,075 O 0 


14,311 O 0 


50 0 0 


00 0 O 


361 0 0 


300 0 O 


35 0 0 


35 0 0 


35 O 0 


30 0 0 


C27 5 0 


561 O 0 


3 10 0 


4 0 0 


201 12 0 


218 0 O 


12 12 0 


14 0 0 


13 12 0 


20 0 0 


388 3 0 


410 10 0 


1,103 6 8 


1,425 0 0 


15,470 0 0 


11,900 0 0 


924 0 0 


793 0 0 


583 0 0 


1,101 0 0 


27,540 3 4 


02, CSS 10 0 


30 0 0 


80 0 0 


2,975 0 0 


2.3S0 0 0 


105 0 0 


132 0 0 


105 0 0 


131 0 0 


5,012 10 0 


4,160 0 0 


5 8 0 


45 0 0 


761 5 0 


532 10 O 


40 10 0 


22 0 0 


30 10 0 


105 16 0 


1,194 10 0 


1,230 6 0 


100 0 0 


100 0 0 


100 0 0 


100 0 O 






5 0 0 


15 0 0 


492 10 0 


455 0 0 


25 0 0 


40 0 0 


100 O 0 


100 0 0 










2G3 18 0 


253 0 0 


5 0 0 


5 0 0 


40 0 0 


20 0 0 










67 10 0 


50 0 0 


20 0 0 


20 0 0 


150 0 0 


30 0 0 


4 0 0 


5 0 0 


4 0 0 


50 0 0 


660 O 0 


590 0 0 


10 0 0 


10 0 0 


50 0 0 


15 0 0 


2 0 0 


2 0 0 


2 0 0 


5 0 0 


112 O 0 


87 0 0 


- -■ - 


- 0 - 


■> 0 5 


0 0 - 












- 0 5 


00 0 0 


80 0 0 


092 10 0 


81G 13 4 


6-10 0 


48 0 0 


52 0 0 


56 13 4 


1,803 10 0 


2,096 0 8 


' 10 O 0 


20 0 0 


60 0 0 


60 0 0 

o 6 




4 0 0 

0 >5 7 




COO 


575 0 0 

0 i 9 


211 0 0 

0 l c 


10 0 0 


25 0 0 


40 0 0 


50 0 0 


4 10 0 


3 0 0 


3 0 0 


3 0 0 


135 0 0 


153 0 O 




C . 8 








O i.' < 


•j it s 


tf •> 4 


6 O 8 


0 O 9 


6 0 0 


10 0 0 


40 0 0 


75 0 0 


3 0 0 


4 0 0 


2 0 0 


5 0 0 


92 0 0 


135 0 0 


o c : 


0 6 8 


e* 4 




9 0 5 




v 0 6 




0 0 5 


0 0 3 


6 0.0 


10 0 0 


25 O O 


15 0 0 










59 0 0 


42 0 0 


c « 


g o e 


O 0 3 


0 0 2 








. . 


9 0 3 










# 












60 0 0 




















5 0 3 


30 0 0 


80 0 0 


300 0 0 


300 0 0 


40 0 0 


30 0 0 


30 0 0 


30 0 0 


572 10 0 


660 0 0 






e= 2 c 


0 v •; 


C r’ 1 


i < *: 


v 7 2 


■v 3 3 


O S i 


o 3 2 


2,368 16 8 


2,750 0 O 






1,672 12 0 


1,466 0 0 


1,223 2 0 


2,052 9 4 


52,195 15 4 


48,171 12 8 




411 






iiiS 1 








lv 0 




654 0 0 


450 0 O 


*1,208 8 11 


+1,320 0 0 










4,001 18 11 


4,023 0 O 


1,714 16 8 


2,300 0 0 

7 r- „ 


25,023 18 1 


21,028 3 4 


1,672 12 0 


1,466 0 0 


1,223 2 0 


2,052 9 4 


47,693 16 5 


44,148 12 8 



labour executed by tlie convicts employed on Public Works, &c. 
labour executed by the convict^ employed on Publio Works, &c. 
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